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HE following Tremife, i is in ho 
recommended to thy apart 
ruſal and conſideration. 
It is a COLLECTION of choice tet 
the Holy Scriptures, on that excellent 
ſubject, The 1 


ſervations, and exhortations on the ſame, 
to excite thee, and all people, to live 
therein, becauſe there is nothing more 
pleaſing to Go w nor profitable to men; 
though it is too much wanted amo! 


Sine who will confeſs/iv i leit duty, 


yet live not in the practice thereof, "as 
by the Wann may ap- 
pear. 

* 1ſt. Did all men fear God, as th 


ought, they would love him above ali, 
and their neighbour as themlelves*, 


Mat. xxii. 36, 37. 


''2 which 


ear of God, with hiſto- 
hol accounts, remarks, Expoſitions, ob 


r, c {oO 


Ts Tux READER. 


which is their duty, and the great com- 
mandment, on which hang all the law 
and the prophets, as 
2dly. If all men did fear God, as they 
ought, none would do unjuſtly by their 
neighbour, nor be unmerciful, nor 
proud, neither would they do that 
unto another which they would not have 
another do to them, for that is a breach 
of their duty. 1 
zaly. Did all live in God's Fear, good 
works would abound, and men would be 
Jafe in truſting one another; and there 
would be no cheating, over-reaching, 
defrauding, nor tricking of any, nor 
any breach of their duty thereby. 
.  4thly. Did all live in this holy Fear 
of God, they would diſcharge the duty 
they owe to him who gives them all the 
good things they enjoy, and might pro- 
Jong their days thereby. Be wiſe, per- 
fecting holineſs, and ſubmit one to an- 
other therein, and know the Lord to 
teach you, and his ſecrets will be with 
you, and the angel of his preſence will 
encamp about you, and they will attain 
riches, honour, and life, and ſuch will 
. attain 
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To THE READER. 
attain to his bleſſing, that adds no ſor 


row with it"; and this will be true _ 


neſs. - 

- 5thly. Did-men live-in the Fear of 
God all their days, they would worſhip 
him, and they would have ſtrong con- 
fidence, and it would be their treaſure, 
and they would be edified, and have 
comfort, as the churches throughout all 
Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria had 


in the primitive times; and the pro- 
phecy of David, concerning Chriſt and 


the goſpel times, they would know to 
be fulfilled, viz. They ſhall fear the 
Lord, as long as the ſun and moon en- 
dureth, throughout all generations; 
he ſhall come down like rain upon the 
mown graſs, as ſhowers that water the 
earth. In his days ſhall the righteous 
flouriſh, and abundance of peace, ſo long 
as the moon endureth. He ſhall have 


dominion from ſea to ſea, from the The 


vers to the end of the ys 


» 2 Cor, vii. 1. Eph. v. 27. Plat, xv. 125 
14. Pſal. xxxiv. 7. Prov. xxii. 4. Prov. x. 22+ 
* Pfal. v. 7. Prov. xiv. 26. Iſa. xxxiii. 6. Act ix. 
31. 6 al. Ixxii. 55 6, 72 8. 
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To THE READE N. 


FTheſe enjoyed, would be precious and 
Deerperien ce. 
Which Iheartily deſire all people may 
make it their chiefeſt concern whilſt 
they have time to attain unto, by ap- 
plying their hearts to that means, to the 
ſufficient grace of God that appears unto 
them, and will teach and enable them 
to the attainment thereof, if they will 
receive and learn of it. 1 
And I recommend, Reader, to thy and 
to all mens conſideration, whether it is 
not man's indiſpenſable duty and true 
intereſt, whilſt in this world, to love 
and live in the Fear of God, ſeeing God 
and Chriſt have commanded it. 
The holy prophets of God, and the 
miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, and the angel 
that flew in the midſt of heaven, hav- 
ing the everlaſting goſpel to preach un- 
to them that dwell on the earth, and to 
every nation and kindred, tongue and 
people, taught it, ſaying, with a loud 
voice, FEAR Gop, and give glory to 
him, for the hour of his judgments 
is come; and worſhip him that made 
ern DOE 
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heaven and earth, and the ſea, and the 
fountains of water“. 

And that all, both young and old, 
may be prevailed upon to fear God, is 
the principle inducement of my writing 
this Treatiſe. 


And how mean or immethodical 6. 


ever it may be eſteemed, yet I doubt 


not, but as the Fear of God is minded 
by thoſe who read it, it will not be un- 
3 to them, nor unprofitable to 


; for God is no reſpecter of per- 


2 but in every nation, he that 
feareth God, and worketh righteouſ- 
neſs, is accepted with him*, 

Which that thou and all may, is my 
earneſt deſire and fervent prayer to the 
God of all power and conſolation, and 
to the Father of mercies, in the ſpirit 
of his Son, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in 


whoſe love I remain, 
Thy ſincere friend, 
Joux FIELD. 


s Mat. x. 28, Acts x. 35. 
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SHALL frft conſider man, of 2 
God ſaid, Let us make man in our 
« 1mage, after our likeneſs, and let him 
© have dominion over the fiſh of the fea, 
« and over the fowl of the air, and over 


e the cattle, and over all the earth, and 
« over every creeping thing that creepeth | 


« upon the earth“. 
| Hereby we may obſerve, that God ſpeaks 
as if he held a council upon making this 
noble creature, whom he deſigned fo highly 
to dignify, and make, as he ſaid, © in our 
e image, after our likeneſs, and to give him 
„% dominion over the fiſh of the fea, over the 
„ fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and 
< over all the earth, and over every creep- 
ing thing that creepeth upon the earth.” 
And this dominion was not deſigned or 
ſpoken to Adam only, excluding his poſte- 
_ rity, but unto men that are in God's image, 
and after his likeneſs, and the likeneſs of 
him that is heir of all things, and by whom 
he created all things, and made the worlds, 


2 Gen. i. 26. 
| even 
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even his Son, who is © the brightneſs of his 


« glory, and the expreſs image of his per- 
ſon, and fits on the right hand of the 
« Majeſty on high, and is the image of the 


„ inviſible God, and is the firſt- born of 


bn 


= avery creature *.” _ * 
Man thus created, dignified, and endued 
with dominion and power, was bleſſed of 
God, and was bid to be fruitful, to mul- 
+ tiply, and to repleniſh the earth, and to 
e ſubdue it.“ 2 
Alſo he gave him every © green herb 
* bearing ſeed, which was upon the face 
ce of the earth, and every tree, in which is 
&* the fruit of a tree yielding ſeed for meat.“ 
And the Lord took © man, and put him 
& into the garden of Eden, to dreſs it, and 
* to keep it ©.” | ti 
He alſo gave him wiſdom, and to ſhew 
that he had greatly endued him therewith, 
the Lord was pleaſed to bring every beaſt 
e of the field, and every fowl of the air, 
*© to Adam, to ſee what he would call them; 
* and whatſoever Adam called them, was 
the name thereof. 
And that man's comfort and happineſs 
might be yet encreaſed, when there was not 


» Heb. i. z. e Gen. i. 28. 4 Ver. 29 
* Gen. ii. 15. f Ver. 19. 
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INTRO DUCTTION. 


found a help - meet for Adam, the Lord God 
ſaid, It is not good for the man to be 
9 alone, 1 will make an help- meet for — 
e and the Lord God cauſed a deep flee 


fall upon Adam, and he took one 0 his 


„ ribs, and made he a woman ;“ and — 
Lord brought her unto the man, 

Adam ſaid, „ This is now bone of m 
bones, and fleſh of my fleſh, ſhe 1 
« be called woman; therefore ſhall 2 man 
% leave his father and his mother, and 
„ ſhall cleave unto his wife, and they ſhall 


c be one fleſh.” | 
And the Lord brought her unto Adam, 


and he gave her her name, Woman“, 
and aſſigned the reaſon why he gave her 
that name. 

And then it is wid, a Therefore ſhall a 
„ man leave father and mother, and ſhall 
« cleave to his wite, and they ſhall be one 
cc fleſh +. 37 

Now when man was ſo kighly dignified, 
and inveſted with ſo great dominion and 
power, and endued with ſo excellent wiſdom, 
and divine underſtanding ; ſo well and plen- 
tifully provided for, and made as it were 
God's vicegerent, to rule here below, it was 


8 Gen. ii. 22. h Ver, 23. N I Ver. 24. 
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_ INTRODUCTION. 

but meet he ſhould be in ſubjection, and 
obſerve the commandment of his great high 
and ſovereign Lord, who had beſtowed ſo 
great honour, favours, and bleſſings upon 
im. PE 


, 
- 


m 

And as God is the Creator of all things, 
and Lord of heaven and earth, ſubjection 
and obedience 1s due to him. 8 
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CHAP. I 
Concerning ADAM and EVE. 


HE Lord gave Adam liberty to eat 
* of every tree of the gardenꝰ: a large 
liberty, but he laid his prohibition upon one 
tree, and only one. And we may well con- 
clude, that God, who knows all things, knew 
that the fruit of that tree would be hurtful 
to man, and therefore forbad man to eat 
thereof; which ſhews the wonderful love 
and compaſſionate regard the good God had, 
and hath, for men; he only forbids their feed- 
ing upon that which will hurt and ruin 
them. 

And when the ſerpent tempted the woman, 
ſhe remembered, and told him, God hath 
&« ſaid 1 ſhall not eat of it; neither ſhall ye 
« touch it, leſt ye die-.“ 


* Gen, ii. 16, 17. d Gen, iii. 3. 


A But 
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„ 
But the woman, after her conference witng 
the ſerpent, and after the evil eye in her was 


opened, ſaw the tree was good for food © :” 


but this was not until after ſhe had liſtened 
to the lying ſerpent's ſermon, who taught 
contrary to what the God of truth had 
taught her, ' ſaying (in contradiction to what 
God commanded) *< Ye ſhall not ſurely die; 
for God doth know, that in the day ye 
« eat thereof, then your eyes ſhall be 
opened, and ye ſhall be as gods, knowing 
« good and evil “.“ So when that evil eye 
that proceeded, as Chriſt faith, Mark vii. 
22. © out of the heart” (that the ſerpent 
gets place in) was opened, ſhe then, 
without a due fear or regard 'to the com- 
mand of God, took of the fruit ſhe was 
forbid either to eat or touch;' and did not 
only eat thereof herſelf, but gave to her 
huſband alſo: ſo as ſhe was firſt in the 
tranſgreſſion, ſhe was quickly inſtrumental 
to bring her huſband in allo. ; 

And thus fin entered, and death by ſin; 
as God had told man, “ in the day that he 
ce eat thereof, he ſhould ſurely die“: and 
ſo they died to the living enjoyment of 
that peace, joy, and felicity that before they 


had enjoyed in paradiſe, out of which, at- 


ter ſentence was paſſed upon them, they 


2 Gen. ili. 6. d Gen. ili. 4+ 8 Gen. ii. 17. 
Were 


[: 3 


were driven. And the ſerpent was.curſed*, 
the woman was put under ſubjection, and 
the man, for hearkening to the voice of his 
wife. and eating what God had forbidden, the 
ground was curſed for his ſake, and in 
« ſorrow was he to eat of it all the days of 
« his life 5.“ 
Thus going from the Fear of God, and 
breaking his command, they became diſobe- 
dient and undutiful unto him, who had been 
fo good to them, and who had N 
ſo plentifully for them. 


C H A P. 7 II. | 
Concerning C AIN, Apam's firſt Son, 


T appears by Holy Writ thar he proved 
wicked, and did neither fear God, nor 
love his brother; but was an evil-doer, as 
all thoſe who fear not God are. Yet he, as 
many ſuch now do, preſumed to bring an 
offering to God, but the Lord had no reſpect 
unto him, nor to his offering ; for as he feared 
not God, he had not acceptance, fin lay at 
his door, and he was ſubject thereto: but 


Gen. iii. 14, 16. 5 Gen, lil, 17. 


A2 had 


( 4 1 
had he kept in the Fear of God, he had been 
preſerved from yielding to his paſſion and 
wrath, for it was thereby that Satan came to 
rule over him, and by his inſtigation he was 
excited to riſe up againſt his righteous bro- 
ther Abel, who feared God; and Cain not 
having the Fear of God before his eyes, flew 


him, and became a fugitive, and a vagabond 


in the earth; and being out of the Fear of 
God, was driven from his preſence, and went 
5 dwelt in the land of Nod, on the eaſt of 

en“. . n 


CHA P. III. 
Concerning N o A H. 


OAH was a man that feared God, and 

was found righteous in his ſight“; for 
when God called him, and all his houſhold 
into the ark, he gave this character of him, 
* For thee have I found righteous before me 
in this generation :” for that generation 
was indeed departed from the Fear of God, 
which ſo diſpleaſed him, that in the flood he 
deſtroyed them. And David ſaid, He will 
5 deſtroy all the wicked *,”. and (as Iſaiah 


k Gen. iv. 16. Gen. vii. 1. b Pfalm cxlv. 20. 
teſti- 


[$2] 
teſtifieth) “ the ſinners out of the land-.“ 
But it ſhall go well with them that fear God, 
and keep his commandments; © he will =o 
* them that fear him, for his mercy is from 
« everlaſting to everlaſting upon them that 
„* fear him, and his righteouſneſs unto chil- 
« drens children, to ſuch that keep his cove- 
& nant, and to thoſe that remember his 
% commandments to do them: ſurely his 
„ ſalvation is nigh to them that fear him, 
„ that glory may dwell in our land*; fo 
e great is his mercy to them that fear 
„ him*.”, He will “ fulfil their defire © : he 
e alſo will hear their cry, and will fave 
« them;” for he © taketh pleafure in them 
that fear him, in thoſe that hope in his 
« mercy*.” And, as Mary the mother of our 
Lord ſaid, His mercy is on them that fear 
« him, from generation to generation !.“ 

Oh, therefore, that all people would fear 
God, that they may do as the voice from the 
throne adviſed, ſaying, © Praiſe our God, all 
« ye his ſervants, and. ye that fear him, both. 
« {mall and great ©.” Then, oh then will the 
Lord have great regard to them; and as they 
are found working of righteouſneſs, his care 
they will experience to be over them, and. 


© Taiah xiii. 9. 4 Pſalm ciii. 13, 17, 19. 
* Pſalm lxxxv, 9. f Pſalm ciii. 11. s Pſalm 
cxlv. 19. Pſalm cxlvii. 111 Luke i. 50. 
* Rev. xix. 5. 
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6 
they will find acceptance with God here, be 
bleſſed in their death, and happy for ever. 
And will avoid, and be preſerved from thoſe 
evils which the inhabitants of the old world, 
by departing from the Fear of God, were 
found in; which too many, notwithſtanding 
they read what miſery and deſtruction came 
upon them, are now, for want of living in the 
Fear of God, found in; though they call God 
their Father, and would be accounted the 
ſons of God, yet they are doing as thoſe 
who were called ſo did, before the flood, (of 
whom it is ſaid, © When men began to multi- 
e ply on the face of the earth, and daugh- 
<< ters were born unto them, they took to 
* themſelves wives of all which they 
„ choſe':” And being departed from the 
Fear of God, they ſaw the daughters of men 
(no doubt with that evil eye which proceed- 
ed out of the heart) that they were fair; 
and as they feared not God they preſumed 
to take them to be their wives, without re- 
gard to God, or ſeeking to him to direct them 
in their choice; which was a great evil, and 
is ſtill, and very diſpleaſing to him. Oh! 
that all now, who own God for their Father, 
may ſeriouſly conſider this, and that they 
ought to ſeek to him, for counſel and direc- 
tion in ſo great and weighty an affair, that 


1 Gen, vi. 


they 


ES 


they may be directed to make their choice, 
as all who are his ſons, and that fear him, 
.ought to do: and if they have regard to his 
ſpirit, and do not as thoſe who were called 
the ſons of God did, in the old world, diſre- 
gard the ſtrivings thereof in their hearts, 
which no doubt reproved them, and would, 
had they received it, reſtrained them from 
thoſe evil practices then, and all now may be 
reſtrained from thoſe evils, for it ſtrives with 
all to keep them out of it, if they will but 
mind and anſwer thoſe ſtrivings, and receive, 
and not grieve the good ſpirit of God, they 
may eſcape thoſe hurtful conſequences, which 
too often happen to thoie who chooſe and 
take wives out of his Fear; and, indeed, what 
happened to them in the old world, ought to 
be a warning to all now. | 

Oh therefore, let all ſeriouſly conſider this, 
and take it for acaution, not to chooſe and 
take wives or huſbands, out of the Fear of 
God, and without ſeeking his counſel and 
direction; for thereby grieving his ſpirit, they 
hurt themſelves become unequally yoked, 
incur his diſpleaſure, and loſe his bleſſing. 

Thoſe who follow the guidance of that 
ſpirit, by which his ſons and daughters 
are led, will become ſons and daughters of 
God: and then they will not do as thoſe be- 
fore-mentioned did, and thereby grieve him 
as they did; for if they do, it may cauſe 

him 


Bi 


hin to fay as he did then, My fpirit mall 


% not always ſtrive with man *; for when 
the Lord in that day, ſaw that the wicked- 
% neſs of man was great, and that every 
« imagination of the thoughts of his heart 
« was only evil continually, it repented the 
„ Lord that he had made man“, when he 
forſook his Fear. Oh that all, eſpecially thoſe 
that fear God, and are called his ſons, may 
therefore be watchful and careful that they 
do not take them wives as they ſhall chooſe, 


contrary to his mind, and to the grief of his - 


holy ſpirit, and thereby go into ſuch wicked- 
neſs as thoſe that were called the ſons of God 


in the old world did; and thereby grieve the 


Lord, and cauſe him to repent that he had 
made them, and provoke him to deſtroy 
them, inſtead of giving them his bleſſing ; 
without which (in a marriage ſtate, or any 
other ſtate) they cannot have true comfort, 
or enjoy his bleſſing, which maketh rich, and 
addeth no ſorrow to it; for if they chooſe 
rather to pleaſe themſelves in the choice of 
a wife than the Lord, how can ſuch expect 
the Lord will beſtow that portion upon 
them, a good wife is ſaid to be : © Which,” 
as the wiſe man ſaid of old, is a good por- 
« tion, which ſhall be given in the portion 


« of them that fear the Lord; and a ſilent 


Gen. vi. 3. Gen. vi. 5. 
« and 
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tag I 
“ and loving woman is his gift, and a godly 
« woman is given to him that feareth the 


Lord, Eeclel. 3xvi. 3, 14.23»: Dutt” 


they do not fear God, how can they expect 
his bleſſing, | 

And we may farther obſerve, from what we 
find in the Holy Scriptures, that God, who 
deſtroyed the people of the old world for 
their wickedneſs, according as he faid he 
would, aſſigned the reaſon, which was, All 
“ fleſh had corrupted his way upon the 
« earth, and it was filled with violence 
« through them*.” And if any query how? 


I anſwer, by their not living in the Fear of 
God. As Chrift ſaid, In the days that 
were before the flood, they were found 
« eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, till the day that 


Noah entered into the ark.“ Which 
ſhews they married, and did thoſe things out 
of the Fear of God, and mark what followed; 
they were deſtroyed, But unto Noah, that 
feared God, the Lord ſaid, © Come thou 
and all thy houſe into the ark, for thee 
„ have I found righteous before me in this 


generations. And Noah only remained 


alive, and they that were with him in the 
ark, the place of ſafety. 


* Gen. vi. 12, 13. Mat. xxiv, 38. 4 Gen, vii. 1. 
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And when Noah came out of the ark, 
God bleſſed him and his ſons, and ſaid unto 
him, Be fruitful and multiply and re- 


« pleniſh the earth. And the fear of you 


* and the dread of you ſhall be upon every 
* beaſt of the earth, and upon every fowl 


e of the air, upon all that moveth upon the 


* earth, and upon all the frſhes of the ſea",” 
and into their hand they were delivered. 

Is it not therefore reaſonable and juſt, 
that the Lord, who pur all creatures under 


the dread and fear of man, ſhould be feared - 
and dreaded by man, and that man ſhould 
live in his Fear always, and ſeek the Lord 


therein, to be guided and directed by him in 
marriage, and in all his ways acknowledge 


God, then © he will direct his paths*?” Then 


mankind will not, without Fear or regard to 


him, chuſe or take them wives, or let their love, 
deſires, or affections go forth after any of his 


creatures, ſo to take and make uſe of them, 


as toabuſe and hurt themſelves, offend God, 
grieve his ſpirit, and deprive themſelves of his 


bleſſing, by going out of his Fear, and walk-- 


ing in their own evil ways. 
But we find of old, when men were 


departed from the Fear of God, and aſpired 


in their minds, and ſought to provide for 
themſelves, and to prevent their being de- 


2. s Prov. iii. 6. 


ſtroyet 
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ſtroyed or ſcattered abroad, they ſaid, „Let 
* us”? (ſee how conceited they were, and gone 
from the Fear of God) “ build us a city and a 
tower, whoſe top may reach to heaven; 
« and let us make us a name:“ not con- 
ſidering in whoſe hand their breath was, and 
how ſhort he could make their time. Thus 
fooliſh and vain is man that fears not God, 
and makes not him his truſt, nor ſeeks him, 
nor acknowledges him in their ways, as theſe 
did not; and therefore God did not direct 
their paths, nor bleſs their undertakings, but 
ſcattered them upon all the face of the earth, 
and confounded their language; ſo that while 


they were building the tower and city, whoſe _ 


top was to reach to heaven, to prevent their 
being ſcattered abroad upon the face of the 
earth, they were confounded and ſcattered 
abroad upon the face of all the earth, and 
their building or Babel they lefr, as a mo- 
nument of their folly. Thus we may fee and 
conſider, as man loſt paradiſe for diſobeying 
God's command, and not keeping in his Fear; 
Jo men taking wives which they choſe, and 


. grieving God's ſpirit, and departing from his 


tear, their days were ſhortened, the old 

world, and its inhabitants, for want of liv- 

ing therein were deſtroyed ; and the inhabi- 

tants of the new world, going out of the fear 

of God, and ſeeking their own preſervation, 
Gen. xi. 4. 

were 


. 


were confounded and ſcattered. Oh the 
many miſeries that men have brought upon 
themſelves for want of his Fear, and neglect 
of their duty to him, who is the great Father 
and Creator of all things in heaven and earth. 
The Lord therefore incline the hearts of all 
men to fear and ſtand in awe of him, that 


they may not ſin againſt him. 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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CHAP. IV. 


Concerning ABRAanam, that feared God. 


HE Lord faid unto Abraham, * Get 
« thee out of thy country, and from 
thy kindred and father's houſe, into a 
land which I will ſhew thee: and I will 
make of thee a great nation, and I will 
bleſs thee, and make thy name great, and 
thou ſhalt'be a bleſſing. And I will bleſs 
them that bleſs thee; and curſe them that 
curſe thee, and in thee ſhall all families of 
the earth be bleſſed *.” 


« And Abraham was very rich in cattle, 


in ſilver, and in gold *.” „And the word 
of the Lord came. unto Abraham in a 
viſion ©,” being a man that feared God, 


Gen. Xii. 1, 2. 5 Gen. xiii. 2. © Gen, xv. 1. 


cc ſay- 
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&« ſaying, Fear not Abraham, I am thy ſhield, 
« and thy exceeding great reward” (and 
he is the ſame now to them that fear him). 


e And he believed in the Lord, and he 


« counted it to him for righteouſneſs*,” and 


ſaid to him, © thou ſhalt go to thy fathers 


in peace, thou ſhalt be buried in a good 


« old age*.” | 


And when Abraham was ninety-nine years 


old, * the Lord appeared unto. him*,” (he 
did not forfake him when old age was come 


upon him) and ſaid unto him, „I am the 
« Almighty God; walk before me, and be 
thou perfect.” And then God ſaid unto 
Abraham © As for Sarai thy wife, thou ſhalt 
« not call her Sarai, but Sarah ſhall her 


* name be, and I will bleſs her, and give 
cc thee a ſon alſo of her, and ſhe ſhall be a 


e mother of nations, kings of people ſhall be 


© of hers.” Oh! the wonderful and great 


bleſſings that God is pleaſed to beſtow upon 
them that fear him, * his ſecrets are with 
« them:” for the 1.ord ſaid, “ Shall I hide 
e from Abraham the thing which I do, for 
c J know him, that he will command his 
cc children, and his houſhold after him, and 
they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, to do 


« juſtice and judgment: that the Lord may 


d Gen. XV, 6, © Gen. XV, 15. 1 Gen, xvii. Fo 


Gen. xvii, 15, 


B ce bring 
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ec bring upon Abraham, that which he hath 
% ſpoken of him.” And when the angels 
were going to deſtroy Sodom, the Lord 


.  Jhewed it unto Abraham; How did he ſtand. 


before the Lord, and draw near to him; 
and in fear and humility, interceded for 
Sodom, and that the righteous might not be 


deſtroyed with the wicked; ſaying, *< Shall 


** not the Judge of all the earth do right' ?” 
and the Lord anſwered him from time to 
time, ſaying, If there be fifty righteous 
4 within the city, then I will ſpare all the 
« place for their ſakes, nay, for forty-five, 
<« forty, thirty, twenty, and ten, and then 
« the Lord left communing with Abraham.” 

But concerning righteous Lot, that feared 


- God. The Lord had a regard to right- 


eous Lot, Abraham's brother's ſon, who 
received the angels God ſent to Sodom, and 
they ſaid unto Lot, © Haſt thou here any be- 
« ſides thy ſon-in-law, and thy ſons and thy 
* daughters, and whatſoever thou haſt in this 
4 place, bring them out of this place, for the 
« Lord hath ſent us to deſtroy this place?” 
But when Lot went out, and ſpoke to his 
ſon-in-law (that feared not God) as the 
angels directed him, © he ſeemed to them as 
6 one that mocked ©,” e 


Gen. xviii. 17. b i Gen, XV. 15. & Gen, xix. 14, 15. 
And 
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And when the morning aroſe, then the 

angels haſtened Lot, ſaying, ©* Ariſe, take thy 
« wife, and thy two daughters which are 
« here, leſt thou be conſumed in the iniquity 
e of the city: look not behind thee.” Thus 
the Lord being merciful unto him, ſaid, 
% Eſcape for thy life, look not behind 
e thee;” and he haſted to Zoar, a little city 
that was ſpared for Lot's ſake; that was a 
man that feared God, and obeyed his com- 
mand, and. ſo experienced the Lord's com- 
paſſion, : which is to them that fear him; 
though his judgments were executed upon 

the Sodomites and Lot's wife, who obeyed 
not the command of God, nor abode in his 
fear; but looked back, and was turned into 
a pillar of ſalt, and was made a monument of 
his diſpleaſure. ** And the Lord-rained upon 
Sodom, and upon Gomorrah, brimſtone 
« and fire out of heaven; and he overthrew 
<* thoſe cities, and all the plain, and all the 
„inhabitants of the cities, and that which 
grew upon the ground.” This was a dread- 
ful judgment, and overthrew all thoſe wicked 
and abominable Sodomites, and fo he did 
thus deſtroy them: And David ſaid, Upon 
„ the wicked he ſhall rain ſnares, fire, and 
e brimſtone, and a horrible tempeſt ; this 
« ſhall be the portion of their cup.“ By 


= 1 Pſalm xi. 6. 
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which it is plain, as it was the portion of the 
wicked Sodomites ; ſo the Lord faith, it ſhall 


be the portion of the cup of the wicked. 


For the Lord is in his holy temple, the 
“ Lord's throne is in heaven, his eyes be- 
5 hold, his eye-lids try the children of men. 
And the Lord trieth the righteous : but 
% the wicked and him that loveth violence, 
* his ſoul hateth, for they fear not him“. 
« But boaſteth of his heart's defire, and 
« pleſſeth the covetous, whom the Lord ab- 
« horreth; who through the pride of his 
countenance will not feek after God“. 


God is not in all his thoughts, his ways are 


always grievous “; he hath ſaid in his heart, 
he ſhall not be moved, and that he never ſhall 
be in adverſity”, his mouth is full of curſ- 
ing and deceit and fraud, under his tongue 
« 1s miſchief and vanity *, and he hath ſaid 
in his heart, God hath forgotten, he hideth 


his face, he will never ſee it, and that God 


% will not require it*,” But as the Lord 
hath puniſhed the old world, and Sodom and 
Gomorrah, he hath ſince ſaid, I will puniſh 
the world for. their evil, and the wicked 
<« for their iniquity. I will cauſe (faith the 


Lord) the arrogancy of the proud to ceaſe, 
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« and will lay low the haughtineſs of the 
cc terrible *.” | | | 
Therefore let all, I tenderly beſeech them, 
take warning, be wiſe, and conſider their 
ways, and put away the evil of them from 
before the eyes of the Lord, and fear him, 
and depart from evil whilſt they have time, 
and not reſt ſatisfied with a bare profeſſion, 
. though of the Chriſtian religion, and aſſent 
to the truth of all theſe things recorded in 
the Holy Scriptures: for if they live out of 
the fear of God, and do not that which is 
right in his ſight, they cannot, notwithſtand- 
| ing their profeſſion, have his favour, enjoy 
. peace, nor eſcape his wrath and judgments; 
* and if they die under the anger of God in 
| their evil doing, they are not like to have any” 
part in that Kingdom that is prepared for 
te the righteous, from the foundation of the 
« world“: But will certainly have their 
A part in everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels. A fad ſtate, let all be careful 
22 3 9570 
Now I ſhall ſpeak ſomething farther of 
Abraham, the friend of God, who had the 
character following from the angel of the 
Lord (when he went to offer up Iſaac) who 
called unto him out of heaven, ſaying, No.] ¾ ] 
I know that thou feareſt God:“ And as 


* 
| 
1 
| 
|. 


— — 


© Ifaiah xiii. 11. Mat, XXV. 34+ 


E 
he feated God, he was the friend of God, and 
had his bleſſing, the Lord ſay ing to him, 
« That in bleſſing, I will bleſs thee, and in 
„ multiplying, I will multiply thy ſeed as 
ce the ſtars of heaven, and as the ſand on the 
« ſea- ſhore, and thy ſeed ſhall poſſeſs the 
gates of thy enemies “.“ 
And in his ſeed it was promiſed, all the 
nations ſhall be bleſſed, becauſe he feared 
God, and © his voice; and the Lord 
bleſſed Abraham in all things : a very great 
encouragement for all to fear God, and to 
obey his voice, ſeeing Abraham, for ſo doing, 
was fo wonderfully bleſſed in all things. 
Oh! that all may ek this bleſſing, and fear 
God, as Abraham did, the years of whoſe life 
were -one hundred and ſeventy-five years, 
and he Was gathered to his people, and buried 
by his ſons r and Iſhmae], in the cave of 
CHAP. V. 
Concerning 1 s AA e. 


E alſo feared God, and was bleſſed 1 
him, and he meditated upon God, and 
prayed to him; and in that godly exercife 
was he found, when Rebecca was OF by 


V» Gen. xxii. 
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Abraham's ſervant, whom he had ſent with a 
charge, to go to his country and kindred, 
and there to take a wife for his ſon Iſaac; 
and no doubt but in the fear of God, he took 
Rebecca to wife, having his, and her parents 


conſent, and an acknowledgment was made; 


<« the thing proceeded from the Lord“; and 
Ne was for ſome time barren, Iſaac 
being a man that feared God, and knew 
children were his gift, intreated the Lord for 
her, it is not ſaid, he was offended with her, 
for he greatly loved her; and the Lord was 
intreated of him, and ſhe conceived, and it is 
evident ſhe was a woman that feared God, 
and enquired of the Lord®, and had an anſwer 
from him. | — 

Now as Iſaac was a man that feared God, 
ſo the Lord ſeveral times appeared to him, 
and bleſſed him, and faid, I am the God 
of Abraham, thy father, fear not, I am 


with thee, and will bleſs thee, and multiply 


60 thy ſeed, for my ſervant Abraham's ſake . 
And the like promiſe that was made to 
Abraham was made to Iſaac, who alfo feared 


God. And as God had bleſſed him, he hke- 


wiſe bleſſed his ſons; and unto Jacob, he had 
that regard to him, that he did not only bleſs 
him, but charged him not to take a wife of 
the daughters of Canaan, but to ariſe and go 


Gen. XXiv. 15, Gen. xxv. 6 Gen. xxyi. 24. 
to 


ward fubſtance, whic 
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to Padan- Aram, to take a wife of the daugh- 


ters of Laban “; and not do as Eſau his bro- 
ther had done, to the * of his Parents 


hearts. 


Note for 1 ln care there was 
upon godly parents, that their children might 
marry ſuch as feared him, and that they might 
be bleſſed, and ſucceed them in the enjoy- 
ment of 'God's bleſſing, as well as their out- 
k they alſo had by his 

bleſſing ; and knew the way to have it con- 
tinued to their children, was for their children 
to fear God, and ſerve him 2 5 as Phe 4 


: had gone. 


CHAP. VL 


Concerning Jacos. 


— 


TACOB was obedient to his parents, and 
readily he took his journey according to 
their command and counſel, and the Lord 
was ſo well pleaſed with him, that he ap- 
peared to him in the way, ſaying, I am the 
% God of Abraham, thy father, and the God 
« of Iſaac®;” and have promiſed, that I 
would give the land to him, and to his ſeed, 
and they ſhould be as the duſt of the earth, 
« And in thee, and in thy ſeed,” ſaid the 


« Gen, xxviii, 2. * Gen. xxviii. 13. 


Lord, 
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Lord, „ ſhall all the families of the earth be 
« bleſſedꝰ,“ and that he would be with him, 
and keep him in all places whither he went. 
Oh! I cannot but ſay, how excellent a thing it 
is to fear God, and to be obedient to parents, 
and to take their counſel, and follow their 
direction in the choice of a wife, as Iſaac and 
Jacob did: for it is the way not only to 
have parents bleſſing, but the bleſſing of the 
Lord, as Jacob and Iſaac had, who alſo 
prayed unto God, to give Jacob the bleſſing 
of Abraham; and the Lord appeared unto 
Jacob, and ſaid, I am with thee, and will 
<< bleſs thee, and multiply thy ſeed, for my 
« ſervant Abraham's ſake ©.” Note, here's an 
anſwer to Iſaac's prayer, which ſheweth, the 
prayers of thoſe that fear God avail much, 
and are heard and anſwered by him, who is 
a God that heareth prayer. og. 

For Jacob's farther encouragement, the 
Lord ſaid unto him, „I] am with thee, and 
6 will keep thee in all places whither thou 
«© goeſt: for I will not leave thee ©,” Then 
Jacob vowed a vow, ſaying, © If God will be 
“ with me, and will keep me in this way. that 
I go, and will give me bread to eat, and 
<« raiment to put on, ſo that I come again to 
“ my father's houſe in peace, then ſhall the 
Lord be my God.” 
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And as he lived in the fear of God, he was 
with him, and did keep and bleſs him, nei- 
- ther did he leave him, but brought him to 
his father's houſe in peace, with Rachel and 
Leah, the wives that he had ſerved for, and 
. taken; and with the children and cattle the 
Lord had given him; and the Lord alſo de- 
livered him from the hand of Eſau his bro- 
ther, of whom he was afraid, and brought 
him to his father's houſe, unto Mount Mamre, 
unto the city of Abraham, which is Hebron; 
where Abraham and Iſaac ſojourned. And 
Eſau and Jacob buried their father Iſaac, 
whoſe days were one hundred and eighty 
And Jacob dwelt in the land of Canaan, 
and there was a famine in all lands. 
Obſerve, Joſeph, one of Jacob's ſons, 
whom he thought was dead, was a young 
man who feared God, though envied by his 


brethren for his dreams, and was ſold by 
them to the Iſhmaelites; yet when they were 


fent by their father into Egypt to buy corn, 
they und Joſeph, their brother, was chief 
governor there, to whom, by the providence 
of God, and by his interpretation of dreams, 
and of the dream of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 
he was advanced, though the brethren of 

oſeph, who had caſt him into the pit, knew 

im not, he knew them; and as he told them 
1 n 2 3 9 
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he © feared God*,” and as he feared him, fo 
he was favoured by him, and preſerved from 
being flain, when he was delivered out of 
the pit, and from the hands of his brethren, 


his miſtreſs, and the priſon-houſe, and ho- 


noured ; for ©* the Lord honoureth them who 
fear him*:” Therefore as it is the duty, 
Jo it is the intereſt of all to fear Gd. 
But to return, Jacob, who is now called 
Iſrael, becauſe as a prince he prevailed with 
God, when he came to hear that Joſeph, 
whom he had by his beloved Rachel, was 
yet alive, he went down into Egypt, being 
ſent for by his ſon Joſeph to be nouriſhed, 
with his ſons and daughters, and little ones. 
Oh! the tender, dutiful, and affectionate love 
that is in children who fear God to their 
parents. And Iſrael had the promiſe of God, 
who ſaid to him, © I will go down with thee 
* into Egypt, for I will there make of thee a 


e great nation s.“ See the care,” mercy, and 


compaſſion of God to them that fear him! 
And Jacob, by the ſons of Iſrael their father, 
and all his ſeed which were with him, were 
carried into Egypt. And when he ſaw 
« Joſeph, he tell on his neck a good while, 
e and wept, and faid unto Joſeph, Now let 
ce me die ſince I have ſeen thy face, becauſe 


h »- 


cc thou art alive *. 
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Oh! the love this patriarch, who feared 
God, had for his ſon, and the obedient and 

dutiful regard this ſon, who feared God, had 
for his antient father; and the care he took to 
place him and his in Goſhen; the beſt of the 

and of Egypt: and alſo brought his father, 

and ſome of his brethren, before Pharaoh. 
And Jacob bleſſed Pharaoh. And Joſeph 
nouriſhed his father and brethren, as a 
farther proof of his love to them, and of his 
fear towards God. Po Bo 
And Iſrael dwelt in Goſhen, in the land of 
Egypt, and they had poſſeſſions therein, and 
multiplied exceedingly, and Jacob lived in 

Egypt ſeventeen years, and his whole age was 

one hundred and forty-ſeven, and before his 
death, . he told where he would be buried : 

And as he was a man who feared God,” and | 

was bleſſed of him; ſo he bleſſed his ſon 4 

Joſeph, and his ſons, and called for his other © | 

ſons, and prophetically declared what ſhould 

befall them in the laſt days, (which ſhews 

the ſecrets of God are with them who fear 

him) and he alſo bleſſed his other ſons ſeve- 

rally, and charged them to © bury him with 

his fathers *;” which they did accordingly. 

It is farther obſervable in Holy Writ, the 

care and regard the Lord always had over 1 

them who tear him. And it appears while the | 


i Gen, xlviii. | | 
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children of Iſrael were in Egypt, they multi- 
plied and waxed very mighty; but there 
aroſe after Joſeph's death another 8 


Egypt, whom Satan, (who hates and ſeeks the 
deſtruction of them that fear God, and are 
bleſſed of him) ſtirred up to oppreſs the Iſ- 
raelites, and ſet taſk-maſters over them, to 
afflict them with heavy burthens; but the 
more they afflicted them, the more they mul- 
tiplied and grew, through the Lord's bleſ- 
ſing, which grieved theEgyptians, who made 
them ſerve with rigour, and made their lives 
bitter ; which hard bondage, and all their 
ſervice was with rigour* : And yet, though 
the Lord ſuffered them to be thus afflicted, 
he was not unmindful of them, neither did he- 
withhold his bleſſing, but by his providence 
he ſo ordered it, that when the oppreſſing 
king ſpoke to the Hebrew midwives, to kill 
the male children, and ſave the female; the 
midwives, fearing God, regarded not the 
king's command; therefore the Lord dealt 
well with them, becauſe they feared him, he 
made them houſes, or cauſed them to dwell 
ſafely: but Pharaoh went on in his wicked- 
neſs, and charged all his people, that every 
ſon that was born of the Hebrews ſhould be 
caſt into the river; yet the Lord by his 
providence prevented it, for when Moſes was 


k Exod. i. . 
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born, who was a goodly child, be was, by the 
providence of God, wonderfully preſerved, 
and brought up in the court of him, who 
had commanded and charged he ſhould be 
deſtroyed. 7 | 


CHAP. VIL 
Concerning Mos zs, who was ſo wonderfully 


Preſerved, fo eminently provided for, as 
àforeſaid. F 


TE became a man who feared God, and 

| God appeared to him in a“ buſh that 
„ -burned and was not conſumed, and com- 
„ muned with him ©,” made choice of him, 
and ſent him to bring his people out of the 
land of Egypt, and wrought great ſigns and 
wonders there, by his hand (as may be ſeen 
at large in the Scriptures, in the books under 
his name) and the Lord cauſed Moſes to © in- 
« ſtitute the ordinance of the paſſover*;” and 
by him brought Hrael out of Egypt (who had 
ſojourned there four hundred and thirty years) 
by a ſtrong hand and out- ſtretched arm: 
and the angel of the Lord went before the 
camp of Iſrael, and they went through the 
midſt of the ſea upon dry ground, and the 


Waters were a wall unto them on the right 


® Exod, fl. 2. Exod. xii, 43. 
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hand and on their left: and the Lord over- 
threw the Egyptians in the midſt of the ſea, 
when Moſes, by his command, ſtretched forth 
his hand: and as Pharaoh, the oppreſſing 
king, had commanded the ſons of the 

Iſraelites ſhould be caſt into the river, now 
Pharaoh and the people were drowned in the 
Red Sea. 

And the people who feared the Lord (ond 
believed alſo what his ſervant Moſes had faid 
were delivered and ſaved, and they fea 
the Lord that day, and ſang*,” The Lord. 
was their ſtrength and ſalvation; yea the 
women alſo ſang, ** The Lord hath triumph- 
ed gloriouſly, the horſe and the rider hath 
he overturned into the ſea ©.” 

Yet in a few days this people, for want of 
keeping in the fear of God, murmured againſt 
Moſes, when they came to the bitter waters 
of Marah, which I mention, to ſhew how apt 
people are, in time of bitter troubles and ex- 
erciſes, which the Lord ſometimes ſuffers 
them who fear him, (and for whom he hath 
done much, and delivered and faved) to meet 
with, to prove their love to him: and, oh! 
how apt (if they do not fear and truſt in 
God, who hath bleſſed and delivered them) 
are they like this people, to forget the Lord's 
dealing and mercy, ſigns, wonders, and de- 


© Exod. xv. 1. * Exod, xv. 1. 
'C2z liverance 
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liverance they have ſeen and partook of, and 


ſo incur his diſpleaſure. 

Therefore it is good always, and in all con- 
ditions, to fear God and truſt in him, and then 
they who ſo do will not incur his diſplea- 
ſure for if they (as the Lord ſaid unto Iſ- 
rael) diligently hearken to his voice, and do 
what is right in his ſight, and give ear to his 
commands, and keep'all his ſtatutes, he 
will bleſs them. And 1f any ſhould be drawn 
out of the fear of God, to do that which 1s not 
pleaſing to him; yet if they truly repent, 
and return into his Fear, he will have com- 


paſſion, and not bring thoſe things upon 


them (which he will bring upon thoſe who 
harden themſelves againſt him, and reject his 
Fear) but, He the Lord will heal them.“ 

But great care and circumſpection ought 
to be upon all who fear God, that they de- 
part not from it, but diligently live therein, 
and in a remembrance of his love, mercy, 
and dealings toward them, that ſo none 
may prove forgetful, and do as Iſrael did, 
which I mention for a caution, for they de- 
parted from the Fear of God in a few days, 
not being diligent to hearken to, or obey the 
voice of God, and do that which was right in 
his ſight, nor did they keep his command- 
ments; but murmured againſt Moſes and 
Aaron, which ſhews how torgetful and un- 
grateful they were, in ſaying to thoſe emi- 
nent 


am, 
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nent ſervants of the Lord, by whoſe hand 
the Lord had brought them out of the land 
of Egypt, and out of the houſe of bondage, 
© Would to God we had died by the hand 
* of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when 
„ we did cat bread to the full*;” and they 
exhibited this ſevere charge againſt them, 


Le have brought us forth into this wilder- 


« neſs to kill this whole aſſembly with hun- 
&« ger.” This diſpleaſed the Lord, yet he ſaid 
unto Moſes, ** That I may prove them, whe- 
«« ther they will walk in my law or no, I wHl 
rain bread from heaven.” And Moſes and 
Aaron ſaid to the people, At evening ye 
« ſhall know that the Lord hath brought you 
e out of the land of Egypt, and heareth your 
« murmurings againſt him, and will give 
« you fleſh in the evening, and in the morn- 


ing bread to the full.“ 


Oh ! the tender mercy and compaſſion of 
the Lord, that all may conſider it, and be 
careful to keep in the fear of God, that they 
may be preſerved from forgetfulneſs of him, 
and from murmuring againſt. him, when he 
ſuffers them to: meet with want and diſap- 
pointments,. which come not without his 
permiſſion, neither can any, but he, deliver 
out of them, or give ſtrength to bear them 
with patience, or teach any to be contented 


* Exod. xvi. 3. i Exod. xvi. 3, 6, 7, 8. 
C3 under. 
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under them: therefore all ſnould truſt in the 
Lord, and abide in his fear, that they may 
neither forget him, nor murmur at what he, 
by his providence and in his wiſdom, ſees 
meet ſhould come upon them: for ſuch who 
fear not God, but murmur againft' him, are- 
not fit to be made choice of by him, to be 
employed in his fervice. 


CHAP. VII 
Concerning JETHRO. 


E find Jethro, prieſt of Midian, 
Moſes's father-in law, had a great 
regard and value for- the Fear of God, and 
therefore deſired Moſes © to provide out of 
<« all the / ptr able men, ſuch as fear God, 
men of truth, hating: covetouſneſs, and to 
place ſuch over the Iſraelites, to be rulers 
« of hundreds, rulers of tens, (which 
ſheweth there were ſuch among that people 
who feared God, although others of them 
feared him not, but were murmurers, diſo- 
bedient, and rebellious, and they liked not 
that thoſe, who feared God, ſhould rule over 
them, becauſe they were unruly; yet the 
Lord, who 1s a gracious and merciful God, 
was very forbearing to the houſe of Jacobs 


. ® Exod, xviii. 21, 


although 
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although they grieved him, and murmured 
againſt his ſervant Moſes, ſoon after he had 
brought them out of their bondage in Egypt. 
For in the third month after the Iſraelites 
went out of Egypt, the Lord commanded 
Moſes to ſay to them, © Le have ſeen what 
„ did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare 
„ you on eagles wings, and brought you 
« unto mylelf *.” Surely it was that they 
might fear him; and for their encourage- 
ment, he told them, If ye will indeed obey 
e my voice and keep my covenant, then ye 
« ſhall be a peculiar treaſure unto me, above 
« all people, for all the earth is mine; and 
« ye ſhall be unto me a kingdom of prieſts, . 
e and an holy nation*.” And the people 
promiſed fair, and anſwered together, and 


faid, „ All that the Lord hath ſpoken, we 


„ will do.” 
And Moſes returned the words of the peo- 
ple unto the Lord, and God gave command- ' 
ments unto Iſrael, and Moſes told them that 
God was come to prove them, © that his fear 
«© might be before their faces, that they fin 
« not“: and had that people performed 
their promiſe (and did all now who acknow- 
ledge it is their duty to fear God, do ſo in- 
deed) and not fin againſt him, he would be 
with them, and bleſs them, and fulfil his 


> Exod, xix, 4. © Exod, xix. 5, 6, © Exod. xx. 20. 
pro- 
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* to them, that there ſhould be no 
ack to them, for he would be a father to 
them, and take them to be his people, and 
make them heirs and inheritors of his king- 
dom for ever. 

But if any who know their duty, and pro- 
miſe to perform it all their days, whoſe words 
and promiſes God knows and hears, as the 
Lord did the voice of the words of the peo- 
ple Iſrael, as Mofes told them, viz. that 
ky 150 had well ſaid in all that they had 
« ſpoken.” I may ſay to all ſuch, who 
know and confeſs it is their duty to fear God, 
and promiſe to perform it, it is well pro- 
miſed ; but then I may ſay, as the Lord faid : 
„Oh! that there were ſuch an heart in all 
men, that they would fear God, and keep 
« his commandments always, that it might 
« be well with them, and with their children 
* for ever.“ 

And this is certain, God will teach all, if 
they will but learn, of him; and whoſoever 
refuſe or neglect to learn of him here upon 
the earth, are not like to live with him in 
heaven; and then it will be worſe with them, 
than if they had never lived upon the earth. 

For thoſe old men and women, young men 
or maids, who do not learn of God, whilſt 
here on earth; learn of him that ſeeks their 
deſtruction, and eternal damnation; who 
teacheth them thoſe things that will cauſe God 

| to 
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. to turn them into hell, there for ever to have 
their portion in everlaſting flames, with him 
they have choſen to learn of, and with his 
angels ſhall they be tormented for ever and 
ever. For they ſhall,” as the Lord told 
Iſrael, be curſed, becauſe they would not 
© hearken to his voice, to obſerve to do all 
% his commandments, and fear his glorious 
and fearful name*,” And the Lord God 
ſaid, he would make their plagues wonder- - 
“ ful, and the plagues of their ſeed, even 
« great plagues, and of long continuance: 
| « and that he would ſcatter them among all 
| « people, from the one end of the earth to 
n „ 
And he hath evidently performed it 
upon that people, becauſe they feared not 
him, though they called him their Father. 
Let therefore all, both young and old, 
who call God Father, and acknowledge it is 
their duty to fear him, and that promiſe to 
perform it, and to keep his commandments, 
refrain from evil, and do good, that is, fear 
God and keep his commandments, that they 
may have peace with him, and enjoy his 
bleſſing here, and live with him for ever, 
and eſcape that curſe, or the like plagues 
and judgments which he brought upon 
Ifrael, becauſe they did not fear him; and 


Deut. xxviii. 58. Deut. xxviii. 59, 64. 
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he will certainly bring judgments upon 


them, who refuſe to fear and learn of him, 
for he is a God that changeth nor, and will 
not acquit nor ſuffer the wicked, 1. e. thoſe 
upon whom the guilt and filth of their fin 
remains, and that die in that impenitent ſtate, 
to come where he is, though they call him 
Father, if they by their lives and works, 


are found learning of the devil, and doing 


his works, God will not own them for his 
children, for they feared not him, though 
they might, as many do, profeſs © his glo- 
e rious name, whoſe ways are all judgment, 
& who is a God of truth, and without ini- 
equity, juſt and right is he®:” and if they 


78 themſelves, by rejecting his Fear, 
and 


o become his enemies, they ſhall not 
eſcape his plagues, when he whets his 
« olittering ſword, and his hand takes hold 


of judgment;” then, as he hath ſaid, © I. 


« will render vengeance to mine enemies, 
and I will reward them that hate me.” 
Now having in love and for caution ſhewn, 
as it was the duty, ſo it was the care and 
practice of all thoſe who truly love God, to 
ſerve and fear him; as I have alſo ſhewn how 
the Lord bleſſed, preſerved, and favoured 
them who did fear him, and continued 
therein, 


£ Exod. xxxit. 2, 


L ſhalt 
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I ſhall alſo ſnew further, how God was diſ- 
pleaſed with, puniſhed and deſtroyed them 
who lived not in his fear, both in the old and 
new world, and among his own people Iſ- 
rael, when they deſpiſed the Lord, and de- 
parted from his fear, though he had made. 
them from a ſmall remnant, a great people,, 
even ſix hundred thouſand footmen; and, 
that then he did according to his word, when. 
they did not hearken to him, nor fear him, 
Chaſtiſe them ſeven times for their ſins. _ 

Yet, to ſhew his mercy, upon Moſes's 
confeſſing that people's great ſin unto. the 


Lord, and aſking him forgiveneſs, and mak- 
ing interceſſion for them alſo, and « defirin 


« the Lord to blot him out of his book; 
the Lord anſwered Moſes, © Whoſoever hath 
« ſinned againſt me, him will I blot out of 
% my book,” but he bid Moſes tell the peo- 
ple thus, I will not go up in the midſt of 
<« thee;” and aſſigns this reaſon ; „for they 

cc are departed from my Fear, and are a iff 
« necked people '.” This was the character 
the Lord gave them ; yet ſaid he unto Moſes, 
in compaſſion to the people, © Go lead the 
<« people, and behold my angel ſhall go be- 
<« fore thee ;”” nevertheleſs he plagued the 
people, and they murmured. But it came to 
paſs, when the cloudy pillar deſcended, and 


* Exod, Xxxii. 31, 32. L Exod, xxviii. 3. 
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ſtood at the door of the tabernacle, © and all 
«the people ſaw it, they ſtood up and wor- 
„ ſhipped, every man in his tent door“. 

Then the Lord paſſed by before Moſes, 
and proclaimed “ the Lord, the Lord God 
* merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, and 
« abundant in mercy and truth.“ Moſes ſaid, 


« us for thine inheritance '.” And the Lord 
renewed his covenant with Moſes, and Iſrael, 
and required an offering; and every one 
whoſe heart ſtirred him up, and every one 
whom his ſpirit made willing, brought an 
offering to the Lord, both men and women, 
even all thoſe that loved and feared the Lord, 
and that were brought into a ſenſe of his 
great mercy and goodneſs, in that he con- 
ſumed them not, but forgave their iniquity. 

To theſe the Lord ſaid, obſerve what I 
command, and then he made a promiſe to 
them, and gave them ſeveral cautions; and 
Moſes ſpake to all the children of Iſrael 
what the Lord had commanded him. See to 
the end of the Book of Exodus, how all 
things, when the people feared God, which 
belonged to the tabernacle, and the high 
prieſt's cloaths, ephod, &c. were prepared, 
and the tabernacle reared up, and the work 


& Exod, Xxxili. 8. | Exod, xxxiv. 6, 9. | 
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« Pardon our iniquity and our fin, and take 


finiſhed, and the cloud covered the tent of 
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the congregation, and the glory of the Lord 


filled the tabernacle, and the cloud of the 
Lord was upon it by day, and fire by night, 
in the ſight of all the houſe of Iſrael, through- 
out all their journies, whilſt they lived and 
walked in his fear. | 

And the Lord ſaid unto them, *I am the 
© Lord, who bringeth you out of the land of 
« Egypt, to be your God, ye ſhall therefore 
« be holy, for I am holy®;” and he gave 


them many laws. And further ſaid, © Ye ſhall 


© not therefore oppreſs one another, but thou 
„ ſhalt fear thy God, for I am the Lord your 


, God; wherefore ye ſhall do my ſtatutes, 


* and keep my judgments, and do them, and 
c ye ſhall dwell in the land in fafety".” 
Theſe were the terms, to fear God and keep 
his ſtatutes. | 
From which we may obſerve, none have a 
right to theſe promiſes, who fear not God 
and keep not his ſtatutes. "Therefore let all 
be concerned to mind and live in the fear of 
God, and covet not an evil covetouſneſs, 
nor neglect the poor, but relieve them; for 
the Lord ſaid to Iſrael, If thy brother, wha 
% dwelleth by thee, be waxen poor, then thou 
„ ſhalt relieve him *,” yea, though he be a 
ſtranger or a ſojourner, that he may live with 
thee, © take no uſury of him or increaſe,” 


Lev. xi. 45. Lev. xxv. 17, 18, »Lev. xxv. 39 
D | but 
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but fear thou God, that thy brother may live 


with thee. | | 
And I tenderly deſire all may conſider, 


whether he that commands the poor brother 
to be relieved, could not have made the rich 
a poor brother? and if any obey not God's 


.- Commands as they ought to do, may it not be 
Juſt with the Lord, if they fear not him who 
made them richer than their brother, to 


uniſh them for the breach of his command, 
y.making the rich poor, and to reward the 
poor brother, who fears God, by making him 
rich; or to give peace to the poor, and trou- | 


ble to the rich, for the breach of his com- 


mand, who in all things ought to be obeyed, 


and ſerved with fear; Oh! that all who pro- 


feſs to be God's children, may be principally 
concerned ſo to do; that it may appear there 
as ſuch an heart in them to fear God; for as 


it was the wiſdom and underſtanding of Iſrael 


to fear God, and keep all his commands, ſo it 
will be every one's now, eſpecially ſuch who 
are privileged as Iſrael was, to have God ſo 
nigh as they had him, in all things, that 
„ they ſhall call upon him for.“ 

That we may, let us take heed to ourſelves, 
and keep our ſouls diligently, that none may 
depart from God's Fear, but while we live, 
we may learn and fear him all our days on 


P Deut, iv. 7. 


earth; 
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earth; and take heed we do not corrupt 
ourſelves by going out of God's Fear, and 
breaking his commands, as Iſrael did, but to 
keep them, and not only profeſs and talk 
thereof, but live and walk therein; nor reſt 
ſatisfed with confeſſing that his ways are juſt 
and true, but that we all may be found in 
them; that it may be well with us, and we 
may have our days prolonged, and not- 
ſhortened, by going from the Fear of God 
into exceſs, and. thereby ſhorten our days, 
and haſten our eternal miſery, as too many do. 

For know this, if we do not fear God's 
glorious and fearful name, we cannot dwell 
{afely here, nor have peace, nor be bleſſed by 
him, nor eſcape the plagues and. judgments 
which were threatened, and will come upon 
all them who fear not God, and keep not his 
commands. For, | 

We find that the word of the Lord was to 
Ifrael of old, © he would give them a trem-- 
e bling heart, and failing of eyes, and forrow 
« of mind ;“ and he can make us to wiſh 

when it is morning, that it were evening; 

and at even to ſay, would it were morning, 
if we go from his Fear. 

Keep therefore therein, and do his com- 
« mands, that ye may proſper in all you do, 
and eſcape his plagues *,” as you certainly 


2 Deut. xxviii. 58, 59, to the end. Deut. xxix.. 
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will, if you love and fear the Lord, obey his 


voice, and cleave to him (who is our life and 
length of our days) then will not the Lord 


fail us nor forſake us*;” nor ſhall we, like 


thoſe who live not in his Fear, when on a fick 


bed, and near the hour of death, be failed or 


forſaken of God, as thoſe who fear not him 
will be, 

Let not any, therefore, under a ſerious con- 
ſideration of this, ſlight the Lord, nor diſ- 
regard his Fear, nor think much at my ſo 
often preſſing and repeating it; for remember 
thoſe Who 2a the Lord ſpake often one 
unto another, and .met often together (no 
doubt both men, women, children, and ſer- 
vants) and waited upon the Lord, to hear his 
word ; to learn more and more to fear him, 
and to receive ſtrength to do whatever he 
commanded ; and ſo ought we, that we may 


perform our duty, and anſwer what God re- 


quires of us, whilſt here, that we may be his 
in that day he makes up his jewels. 
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CHAP. IX. 
Concerning JoSRH VA. 


| E was a faithful and valiant man, who 
loved and feared God, in whom his 


_ ſpirit was“. 


Deut. xxx. 30. * Joſh, xiv. 


And 
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And the Lord was with him, and with IC 


rael his people, whilft they feared the Lord 


and obeyed him, and kept his commandments, 
ſo that not a man of all their enemies ſtood 
before them, the Lord delivered all their. 


enemies into their hands. 


And unto Joſhua, this great captain, the 


Lord hearkened, when he ſpake to the Lord 
before the children of Iſrael, and ſaid, in their 


ſight, © Sun, ſtand thou ſtill upon Mount 
„ Gibeon, and thou moon, in the valley of 
« Ajalon; ſo that there was no day like that, 
* before it or after it, that the Lord fo heark-- 
ce ened to the voice of a man*,” But he 
he was one who greatly feared the Lord; and 
ſaid unto Iſracel, Now, therefore, fear the 
Lord, and ſerve him in ſincerity and in 


„ truth ?.“ And the people anſwered and. 
ſaid unto Joſnua, The Lord our God will 


ve ſerve, and his voice will we obey !.“ 

Obſerve, whilſt Iſrael did truly fear and 
ſerve God, he preſerved and bleſſed them; 
but when they departed from his fear, and 
from ſerving him in ſincerity, he- turned 
againſt them, and conſumed them. 

Let all, therefore, who would be preſerved 
out of evil, and enjoy God's bleſſing, and pre- 
vent their being conſumed, dwell always in. 
the Fear of the Lord. 


Joſh x, 12 13. © Joſh. ii. 4, 14. 4 Joſh, Il, 24. 
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will, if you love and fear the Lord, obey his 
voice, and cleave to him (who is our life and 
length of our days) © then will not the Lord 
« fail us nor forſake us*;” nor ſhall we, like 
thoſe who live not in his Fear, when on a ſick 
bed, and near the hour of death, be failed or 
forſaken of God, as thoſe who fear not him 
will be. 

Let not any, therefore, under a ferious con- 
ſideration of this, ſlight the Lord, nor diſ- 
regard his Fear, nor think much at my ſo 
often preſſing and repeating it; for remember 
thoſe who a the Lord ſpake often one 
unto another, and met often together (no 
doubt both men, women, children, and ſer- 
vants) and waited upon the Lord, to hear his 
word; to learn more and more to fear him, 
and to receive ſtrength to do whatever he 
commanded ; and ſo ought we, that we may 
perform our duty, and anſwer what God re- 
quires of us, whilſt here, that we may be his 
in that day he makes up his jewels. 


— 
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CHAP. K. 
Concerning JoSRH VA. 


E was a faithful and valiant man, who 
loved and feared God, in whom his 
{pirit was *. f 
Ts Deut. xxx. 30. * Joſh, xiv. 


And 
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And the Lord was with him, and with IC. 
rael his people, whilft they feared the Lord 
and obeyed him, and kept his commandments, 
ſo that not a man of all their enemies ſtood 
before them, the Lord delivered all their. 
enemies into their hands. | | 
And unto Joſhua, this great captain, the 

Lord hearkened, when he ſpake to the Lord 
before the children of Iſrael, and faid, in their 
ſight, “ Sun, ſtand thou ſtill upon Mount 
„ Gibeon, and thou moon, in the valley of 
« Aqjalon; ſo that there was no day like that, 
* before it or after it, that the Lord ſo heark-- 
ce ened to the voice of a man.“ But he 
he was one who greatly feared the Lord; and 
ſaid unto Iſrael, Now, therefore, fear the 
„Lord, and ſerve him in fincerity and in 
5 truth*,” And the people anſwered and. 
ſaid unto Joſhua, ** The Lord our God will 
« we ſerve, and his voice will we obey !.“ 

Obſerve, whilſt Iſrael did truly fear and 
ſerve God, he preſerved and bleſſed them; 
but when they departed from his fear, and 
from ſerving him in ſincerity, he- turned 
againſt them, and conſumed them. 

Let all, therefore, who would be preſerved 
out of evil, and enjoy God's blefling; and pre- 
vent their being conſumed, dwell always in: 


the Fear of the Lord.. 


joſh x. 125 13. Josh. ii. 4, 14, * Joſh, Il, 24. | 
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For as Iſrael ſerved the Lord all the days 
of Joſhua he bleſſed and proſpered them, 
but when they departed from his Fear, and 
. did evil, and bowed themſelves to other gods 
and ſerved Baal, then they — 
Lord, and his anger was hot againſt them, 
and whitherſoever they went, the hand of the 
Lord was againſt them for evil, and they 
' were greatly diſtreſſed. And God ſaid, he 
would not drive out from them any of the 
nations which Joſhua had left when he died. 

He died, being one hundred and ten years 


old, and was buried on the north fide of the 
hill Goaſh, 


— 
—— 


| G HAP. X. 
Concerning SA MEL. 


AMUEL was born of religious parents, 


8² 


who went yearly to worſhip, and ſacrifice 
unto the Lord of Hoſts in Shiloh. 

He was given of God to his mother, for 
« ſhe obtained him by prayer *,” he was the 
ſon of her vow, who was a woman of a ſor- 
rowful ſpirit; and Eli, the high prieſt of God, 
l rayed unto the God of Iſrael to grant her 
| er petition, and bid her go in peace. And 
the Lord remembered her, being a woman 
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that feared him for good. And he gave her a. 

ſon, whom ſhe called Samuel, becauſe ſhe had 

aſked him of the Lord. And as he gave him 

to her (though then her only ſon) ſhe returned 

him to the Lord, to be his as long as he lived; 

and the Lord gave her more ſons. And 

Hannah prayed an excellent prayer, for her 

| heart rejoiced in the Lord. Read the iſt of 
Samuel, chap. ii. and conſider it, what regard 
this woman that feared the Lord had both 
to him, and for Saul, her ſon, who miniſtered 
before the Lord when a child, and his mo- 

ther continued to offer ſacrifice unto the 
Lord. And as Samuel honoured God, the 
Lord honoured him; but God did and will 
cauſe thoſe to be lightly eſteemed, that de- 
ſpiſe and fear not him. | | 
In the time when Samuel was a child, the 
word of the Lord was precious (or rare) in 
thoſe days, there was no open viſion; yet the 
Lord ſpake to Samuel, and he had alſo a 
viſion, which he feared to tell Eli; but on his 
inquiry and requeſt, he told him every whit; 
and it came to paſs as Samuel told Eli. . 
| In Samuel's early days, Iſrael fell by the 
hands of the Philiſtines, and the ark of God 
| was taken, and they were twenty. years with- 
| out it, and all the houſe of Iſrael lamented 
after the Lord; and Samuel ſpake to that 
people, ' ſaying, © If ye do return unto the 

« Lord with all your hearts, then put away 
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« the ſtrange gods, and Aſhteroth from 
e among you, and prepare your hearts unto _. 


the Lord, and ſerve him only, and he will 


é deliver you out of the hands of the 


« Philiſtines*,” in whoſe hands they were 
fallen again, by departing from the Fear and 
Service of God, and they not anſwering the 
end for which the Lord viſited them in the 
land of Egypt, and in the houſe of bondage, 
he ſuffered the Philiſtines to prevail over 


them, and ſlay thirty thouſand footmen, and: 


to take the ark of God, when Iſrael was de- 
parted from his Fear. Yet when the Phi- 
liſtines heard it was come into the camp, 


though atterwards taken by them, they were 


afraid. 
And when the children of Israel returned 


- unto the Fear of God, and did put away 


Baalim and Aſhtaroth, and ſerved the Lord 
only, and cried unto him, e the Lord thunder- 
« ed with a great thunder on that day upon 
« the Philiſtines, and they were diſcomfited, 

6 ſmitten, aad ſubdued, and came no more 


e into the hoſt of Ifrael; the hand of the 
Lord was againſt them. all the days of 


« Samuel.“ 


| Nevertheleſs, when the people refuſed to 


obey the voice of Samuel, oh! how ſoon did 


they light the Lord and his prophet, and ſaid; 
then we will. have a king. 


* Sam. Vil. 3. © 1 Sam. vii. 10, 13. 


And 
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« And the Lord ſaid unto Samuel, hearken 
* to their voice, and make them a King *,” 
and he did fo, and made Saul king. And 
Samuel told them, ſaying, © If ye will fear 
« the Lord, and ſerve him, and obey his 
_ $” voice, and not rebel againſt the command- 
ce ment of the Lord; then ſhall both ye, 
« and the king that reigneth over you, con- 
„ tinue following the Lord your God.“ 

He alſo told them, If they did not fear the 
Lord, and ſerve him in truth, with all their 
= hearts, but did ſtill do wickedly” (as they 
confeſſed they had done, and. that they had 
added unto all their fins that evil to aſk a 
king) © ye ſhall,” ſaid he, be deſtroyed, 
” Wh ye ts your king.” 

Note, That Saul their king, quickly did 
fooliſhly, and departed from the Fear of God, 
rebelled againſt him, and yet would force 
himſelf to offer ſacrifice, when he was in 
rebellion to the Lord, whom he pretended 
to ſacrifice unto, and had turned from, Then 
the Lord rejected him from being king over 
Iſrael, and gave it to a neighbour better than 
he, one that feared God, David, the ſon of 
Jeſſe. 

By which, all may learn how fooliſh and 
dangerous it is to depart from the Fear of 
God; and for any that fear not God, and are 


4 1 Sam. vii. 7» 6 1 Sam. xii. 14. 
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in diſobedience and rebellion to him, to pre- 
ſume (or force themſelves) to offer ſacrifice 
unto God, or to pray to, or praiſe him; 
therefore let ſuch be very cautious, leſt the 
Lord do by them (as he certainly will do 
to thoſe that always live in rebellion againſt 
him, and out of his Fear) cauſe them to loſe 
that kingdom, they pretend to pray-for, when 
they are rebellious, and ſet themſelves to 
Work, or to pray as Saul did, certainly they 
will be no more heard nor regarded than he 
Was; for God will be ſerved in his own way 
and ſpirit, and in true Fear towards him; 
and they that ſo ſerve, fear, and pray to God, 
he will hear, bleſs, and anſwer ; who is God 
"5 greatly to be feared in the aſſembly of the 
„ ſaints, and to be had in reverence of all 
«them who are about him,” or approach to 
him; for he is high and holy, and there is none 
in heaven to be compared to him, „nor 
« among the {ons of the mighty that can be 
* likened unto him,” who is glorified in his 
ſaints, and greatly admired by all them who 
believe, and live in his Fear, which is wil- 
dom. | 
But to return. unto Saul, notwithſtanding 
Saul, as aforeſaid, had done fooliſhly, the 
L. ord ſent his prophet Samuel unto him, who 
ſaid, hearken thou unto the voice of the 
words of the Lord, which were, „Go ſmite 
* Amalek, and utterly deſtroy all that they 
05 wy have, 


„ 
© haye, and ſpare them not, but ſlay both 
% man and woman, infant and ſuckling, ox 
* and ſheep, camel and aſs'.” 

Now Saul fo far hearkened to the voice of 
the Lord, as to go forth, he and his people, 
againſt the ſinners, the Amalekites, But 
Saul and the people not fearing and obeying 
God's command, ſpared © Agag, and the 
<« beſt of the ſheep, and of the oxen, and of 
ce the fatlings, and of the lambs, and all that 
« was good, and would not utterly deſtroy 
« them;” and yet ſaid Saul, I have per- 
formed the commandment of the Lord. _ 

But Samuel replied to Saul, “the Lord 
« ſent thee on a journey, and ſaid, Go and 
« utterly deſtroy the ſinners, the Amalekites, 
« and fight againſt them, until they be con- 
« ſumed®*:” and Saul ſaid unto Samuel, 
yea, I have, 8 n 
Here is an evident proof Saul was out of 
the Fear of God, that could ſo poſitively 
aſſert ſo plain and palpable untruth unto the 
prophet of God, as it appears it was by his 
own account; for the voice or command of 
God was, utterly deſtroy all the ſinners, the 
Amalekites, and all they had, and oa none, 
but ſlay both man and woman, infant, fuck- 
ling, ox, ſheep, camel, and aſs : by ſaying he 
had performed this command of the Lord, 


f 1 Sam. xv. 3. E 1 Sam, xv. 18. 


when 
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when he confeſſeth (in contradiction to him- 
ſelf) he had brought Agag, the king of the 


Amalekites, the head of the ſinners, whom 


he had ſaved alive, but (he would not deſtroy 


him) though he had power, as many do now, 


deſtroy or ſlay ſome ſins that are groſs and 
vile, but indulge themſelves in others, and 
2 them, and ſuffer him (that leads into 


lin, and is the king of ſinners, and all the 


children of pride and covetouſneſs, that 
ſhould be deſtroyed) to live and work in 
them, for want of giving up in obedience 
unto him, who was manifeſt to deſtroy the 


Works of the devil, and to put an end ts fin, 


and to ſet up his own kingdom in the hearts 


' - of them that faithfully follow and obey him. 


But the diſobedient, who will not believe 
and receive the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are apt to 


plead for or indulge themſelves in ſome; ſins, 
and excuſe themſelves, as Saul did, for his 


diſobedience, and make ſome falſe pretence, 


when, indeed, it is only the want of believing 
in and receiving the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 


they have not power to overcome and utterly 
to deſtroy what God hath commanded to be 
utterly deſtroyed. And if any indulge them- 


ſelves in any thing that God hath command- 
ed to be utterly deſttoyed, they will, in due 
time (let his pretence be what it will, be 


made to confeſs, as Saul did, their fin and 
diſobedience, eſpecially if it be the keeping 
| alive 
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alive in them, Agag, the king of ſinners, 
and of all the children of pride, and of the- 
covetous, who leads to ſpare that which God 
hath commanded ſhall be utterly deſtroyed. 
And ſuch will find that is the cauſe (let their 
pretence be what it will) of their loſing God's 
favour and his kingdom, as Saul did for his 
diſobedience, if any ſpare in them that which 
Chriſt is come to deſtroy, in all thoſe who be- 
lieve in and receive him into their hearts by 
faith. 

For it is obedience the Lord requires, as it 
is plain by the prophet Samuel's reply (unto 
Saul, when he pretended he had ſpared what 
God had commanded to be utterly deſtroyed; 
to ſacrifice unto the Lord in Gilgal) *“ hath 

* the Lord as great delight in burnt-offerings 
< and ſacrifices as in obeying the voice of the 
Lord; behold, to obey is better than ſa- 
ho crifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
« rams; for rebellion is as the fin of witch- 
2 craft, and ſtubbornneſs is as iniquity and 

* idolatry, becauſe thou haſt rejected the 
« word of the Lord, the Lord hath rejected 
e thee from being king „ ſaid the prophet. 

And certainly the great Prophet will reject 
all them that ſpend their time here in rebel 
lion againſt him, and againſt his light and 
grace in their hearts, and indulge themſelves 
in known ſins, and live out of the Fear of God. 


| Þ Sam. xv. 22, 23. 
And 


l 
And though ſuch may, as Saul did, confeſs 
when it is too late, they have ſinned, they 
will be ſhut out of God's kingdom, and loſe 
That, as Saul did his, although they may 
ſeem as zealous as he was to offer ſacrifice, 
and make profeſſion of religion and righte- 
ouſneſs, yet living in fin, and in the love of it, 
and in diſobedience and in rebellion, they will 
be rejected by Chriſt, excluded his kingdom, 
and have their portion in everlaſting fire. 
And their too late confeſſion, though it be 
as true as Saul's, who ſaid, he had ſinned, as 
indeed he had, not only in diſobeying the 
command of God, but in aſſerting he had 
obeyed the voice of God, when he had not; 
and his pretence which he made, and the rea- 
{on that he urged for it, was becauſe he feared 
the people, and obeyed their voice; when, 
indeed, it was becauſe he feared not God, nor 
obeyed his voice. 

So Whatever confeſſion any may make, 
that live in diſobedience and rebellion whilſt 
here, againſt the voice of God, nay, although 
they may aſſert they have obeyed the voice of 
God, as Saul did, and aſk pardon, as he did, 
and pretend a deſire to e ee God, as he did, 
when he was not in a fit ſtate to do it, the 
ou Prophet will no more anſwer them than 

amuel did Saul; but turn from them, and 
ſay in that great day, when he ſhall come 

in his glory, and all the holy angels Ne 
P him, 


| n 
ce him, and ſhall fit upon the throne of his 
glory, and all nations ſhall be gathered be- 
Fs Wo him, he will ſay to them, Go into ever- 
e laſting puniſhment '.” 

Therefore, let all that would eſcape that 
everlaſting puniſhment, whilſt they have time 
here, hear and obey the voice of the great 
prophet in them, and learn of him to love and 
fear God, that from ſin and diſobedience they 
may be preſerved whilſt here, that they may 
for ever inherit that kingdom hereafter, that 
is the Father's good pleaſure to give to his 
little lock who tear him, and obey his voice. 
But a little more about Saul's requeſt to 
Samuel, | | 

Then ſaid Saul again, I have ſinned, yet 
honour me, I pray thee, before the elders of 
my people, and before Iſrael. 

By which, it is plain, he was more for his 
own honour than God's, and not ſo much 
concerned for his diſobedience, as he was for 
his own reputation. Like too many in this 
day, who pretend to fear God, and to honour *' 
him, that are more concerned for their own 
reputation than to obey God's voice, Let 
ſuch confider how the Lord and his prophet 
dealt by Saul. The Lord repented that he 
had made him king, and Samuel came na 
more to ſee him; who was ſo much concerned, 


i Mat. xxv. 31. 
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for his own reputation, and ſo little for his 
great offence. And are there not now too 
many who live out of the Fear of God, and 
in the breach of his commandments, who are 
as fully convicted in their own hearts (of their 
diſobedience) by the ſpirit of that prophet, 
whom all ought to hear, as Saul was by 
Samuel; yet if it be not known to others, 
they do go on in their diſobedience, and if 
they come to be diſcovered, they will make a 
© falſe pretence, or rather than be expoſed, force 
themſelves to offer and pray, being deſirous 
to be honoured before the people, they will 
pretend to worſhip and ſerve God, and to 
make ſome ſhew of regard thereto, when they 
are out of God's holy Fear. 

But as Samuel had no communion with 
Saul, after he went from him, ſo thoſe who 
truly fear God ſhould have no communion 
with ſuch, nor join in worſhip with them 
that are not in the Fear of God, and that re- 
fuſe to hear and obey the great prophet. For 
although they pretend to pray to God, and 
to offer the ſacrifice of praiſe, yet as they are 
diſobedient to the Lord, the great prophet, 
and breakers of his comihands, and found in 
rebellion, i iniquity, and in covetouſneſs, which 
is idolatry, they are not to be joined with, 
nor held in communion with by the people of 
God here; neither can they, as they continue 
ſuch, have any part in the kingdom of God, 

and 
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and of Chriſt hereafter. Therefore thoſe who 
fear God, ſhould not join with them in theſe 
duties, for whilſt any continue in that ſtate, 
God will not hear their prayers, nor accept 
them, nor their ſacrifices ; for it is only thoſe 
of every nation that fear God, and work righ- 
teouſneſs, that he accepts. | 

And as Eli ſaid to his ſons, „If one man 
ce fin againſt another, the judge ſhall judge 
« him, but if a man fin againſt the Lord, 
« who ſhall intreat for him?“ or how can he 
expect the Lord will accept him, or any Wo 
regard not his Fear, and do not ſo ſtand in 
awe of him, as not to fin againſt him; © for 
c thoſe are they that honour God, that he will 
« honour; and they that deſpiſe him,” and 
regard not his Fear, he will lightly eſteem.” 

Oh! let all conſider this, leſt the Lord 
do by them as by Saul, cauſe his ſpirit to 
depart from them, and then an evil ſpirit will 


prevail, as it did in Saul, who did wickedly, 


and cauſed the prieſts of the Lord, innocent 
ur aw the information of Doeg, to be put 
to death, notwithſtanding his pretence to ſa- 
crifice and worſhip unto God “. 

And now obſerve alſo what great ſtreſs the 


prophet Samuel laid upon the Fear of God, 


in that he plainly tells the children of Iſrael, 
thus: If ye will fear the Lord, and ſerve 


k 1 Sam. ii. 26, 
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tt him, and obey his voice, and not rebel 
e againſt the commandments of the Lord, 
* then ſhall both ye, and alſo your king that 
reigneth over you, continue following the 
« Lord your God. But if ye will not obey 
the voice of the Lord, but rebel againſt the 
* commandments of the Lord, then ſhall the 
d hand of the Lord be againſt you, as it was 
„ againſt your fathers \.” 

And ſo moſt certainly will the hand of the 
Lord be againſt all that fear not God, 
but do wickedly, for they will be conſumed 


that have not the Fear of God before their 


eyes, and go on in their tranſgreſſion and 
wickedneſs ; although © they may draw near 
«© unto: God with their mouths, and with 
their lips may honour him,“ yet have they 
removed their hearts far from him, and have 


no fear towards the Lord: what is taught 


by the precepts of men, and by their wiſdom, 
(who fear not God) ſhall periſh; and-notwith- 
Randing they may have underſtanding and 
prudence, woe is unto. them, for they ſeek 
deep to hide their counſel from the Lord, 
and their works are in the dark. 

Therefore let all © ſan&tify the name of the 
Lord, and the holy one of Jacob®,” in a 
godly lite, and always do thoſe things that 
may pleaſe him, that they may eſcape his 
zudgments, and enjoy his bleſſing; although 


1 1 Sam. Xii. 14, 15. u Iſaiah xxix. 23, 24. 
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in time paſt they have erred in ſpirit, and 
wanted underſtanding, and have murmured 
againſt thoſe that God hath bleſſed, that they 
may come, not only to learn ſound doctrine, 

but to practiſe piety and perfect holineſs in 
the Fear of God, and to ſhew they have a 
good underſtanding by departing from ini- 
quity, and that they are of a right ſpirit, as 
Caleb and Joſhua were in their day, whoſe 
love, fear, zeal, and faithfulneſs unto God con- 
tinued to the end. Oh! that all may do ſo now. 

But to return unto Samuel the prophet, 
who was a man that feared and ſerved God, 
and mourned for Saul, who did not fear him, 
until the Lord ſaid to him, How long wilt 
thou mourn for Saul, ſeeing I have reject- 
« ed him?” 

This holy prophet did the Lord ſend to. 
anoint David king: and as in his life-time 
this prophet ſo lived in the Fear of God, that 
he defrauded not, nor oppreſſed any, nor re- 
ceived any bribes, as the people to whom he 
appealed bore witneſs; ſo he died in God's 
favour, and was lamented, and buried in his 
houſe at Ramah, 


— 


CHA F.:. Af. 
Concerning Da v 1 ». | 
AVID, the youngeſt ſon of Jeſſe, whom 
Samuel, by the direction of God, an- 
ointed king; and he was of the Lord's pro- 
viding, 
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viding, though youngeſt of his brethren, one 
who feared God, and had experience of his 


_ deliverance *; and had, therefore, faith and 


courage in the Lord, and could from ex- 
perience ſay, The righteous are as bold as 
« a lion; but the wicked fleeth when no man 
% purſueth*.” When he went on his father's 
errand to his brethren in the army againſt the 
Philiſtines, into the trench as the hoſt was 
going forth to fight, and ſhouted for the bat- 
tle; he ran into the army, and the champion 


of the Philiſtines, Goliah of Gath by name, 


came up; and all the men of Iſrael, when they 
faw the man, fled from him, and were ſore 
afraid; but David, who came from keeping 
a few ſheep in the wilderneſs, ſaid unto Saul, 
Let no man's heart fail becauſe of him; 
« thy ſervant will go and fight with this 


„ Philiſtine, who hath defied the armies of 


ce the living God:“ and he went out againſt 
him with his ſtaff, fling, and ſtone, and ſaid 

unto the Philiſtine, Thou comeſt to me with 
« a {word, and with a fpear, and ſhield, but 


% IJ come unto thee in the name of the Lord of 


« Hoſts, the God of the armies of Iſrael, 
«whom thou haſt defied: this day will the 
« Lord deliver thee into my hand, and I 
„ will ſmite thee, and take thy head from 
< thee: and J will give the carcaſes of the 
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„ hoſt of the Philiſtines, this day, unto the 
„ fowls of the air, and to the wild beaſts of 
the earth, that all the earth may know 


c there is a G00 in Iſrael.” And as he feared 


God, and went forth in his name, he flew 
him with a fling and a ſtone, and cut off 


Goliah's head with his own ſword ; for David 


had neither ſword nor ſpear, but did go forth 
in faith. And as he lived in the Fear of God 


when he was taken into the king's court, 


honoured, and made his ſon-in- law, he was 
endued with wiſdom, and behaved himſelf 
wiſely, and was accepted of God and all the 
people; yet, in a little time, Saul, who was 
thus pleaſed with David, and preferred him; 
not living in the Fear of God, but loving the 
praiſe of men, grew diſpleaſed with David, 

and endeavoured to kill him, who ſought not 
the praiſe of men: but the Lord preſerved 
him, and Saul, who feared not God, was af- 
terwards afraid of David, who behaved him- 


_ ſelf wiſely in all his ways, and the Lord was 


with him. And the Lord will be with all 
them now, who live in his Fear, and he will 
teach them to behave themſelves wiſely in all 


their ways; though wicked men may plot 


againſt them, and ſeek to enſnare them, and 
may feignedly pretend, as Saul did to the 
Ziphites, who were for delivering David into 
his hand, to bleſs ſuch as will join with them 
to enſnare, take, and kill thoſe who fear 15 

| et, 


* 
* 


— therefore, all be careful to live in the 
ar of God, as David, who is ſaid to be a 


1 


man after God's own heart. And as he kept 
in the Fear of God, he did (as all who do may) 
come, from experience, highly to commend, 
and recommend it unto others; being a com- 


ion of all them who feared the Lord, and 
2 his precepts: and all ſuch, with him, 


may ſay, Come, ye children, hearken unto 
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me, I will teach you the Fear of the Lord. 
O, fear the Lord, all ye his ſaints, for 
there is no want to them that fear him; for 
the angel of the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear him, and delivereth 
them out of all their fears“: for the 
Lord's goodneſs is great, which he hath 
laid up for them that fear hum, which he 
hath wrought for them that truſt in him 
before the ſons of men. The Lord ſhall 
hide them in the ſecret of his preſence, 
from the pride of man : he ſhall keep them 
ſecretly in a pavilion from the ſtrife of 
tongues ©; for he hath given a banner to 
them that fear him, that it may be diſplay- 
ed becauſe of the truth; as David expe- 


rienced, and therefore ſaith unto the Lord, 


cc 
£6 
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Thou haſt been a ſhelter for me, and a 
ſtrong tower from the enemy ; I willabide 
in thy tabernacle for ever, I will truſt in 


© Pſalm cxix. Ixiii. 34, 7. 4 Pſalm xxxi. 19, 20. 
0 Pſalm Ix, | | | 
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ce the covert of thy wings; for thou, O God, 
« haſt heard my vows, thou haſt given me 
the heritage of thoſe that fear thy name. 
And though the wicked may “ whet their 
tongue like a ſword, and bend their bows to 
„ ſhoot their arrows, even bitter words.— 
* God ſhall ſhoot at them with an arrow, 
* ſuddenly ſhall they be wounded. —And all 
« men ſhall fear, and ſhall declare the work 
of God, for they ſhall wiſely conſider of 
his doing.“ | 
As they come to dwell in his Fear, then 
they will ſay as David did, © Teach me thy 
« way, O Lord, I will walk in thy truth; 
<«« unite my heart to fear thy name.“ And 
then they will know the Lord giveth a ban- 
ner to them that fear him, that it may be 
« diſplayed becauſe of his truth* : and that 
he will give them the heritage of thoſe 
that fear him, and they will be glad; for 
ce the Lord will teach them that fear him, in 
ce the way that he ſhall chooſe : his ſoul ſhall 
« dwell at eaſe, and his ſeed ſhall inherit 
the earth. The ſecret of the Lord is 
« with them that fear him, and he will ſhew 
ce them his covenant.” And they will ſay, 
as David did, “ Come and hear, all ye that 
te fear God, and I will declare what the Lord 
* hathdone for my ſoul*.” And theſe will 


f Pſalm 1xi, 2» 4s 8. 5 Pſalm lxiv. b Pſalm. 
Ixxxv. 11. \ Palm Ix. 4. * Pſalmlx', Pſalm 
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cry to him with their mouth, and God will be 
extolied by their tongue ; but if any regard 
iniquity in their heart, the Lord will not hear 
them; for the Fear of the Lord is clean, 
« enduring for ever. The judgments of the 
& Lord are true and righteous altogether ! : 
ee they, therefore, that fear the Lord, will 
% declare his name unto their brethren, and 
in the midſt of the congregation will they 
N 2 God: and ye that fear the Lord praiſe 
« him; all ye the ſeed of Jacob glorify him 3; 
„ and fear him all ye the ſeed of Iirael *.? ©” 
And all, who come to fear God, he will 
bleſs, as David ſaid, God ſhall bleſs us, and 
c all the ends of the earth ſhall fear him *.” 
And ſay with David alſo, *< Let all that be 
e round about him, bring preſents to him 
« that ought to be feared: for ſurely, his 
& falvation is nigh to them that fear him, 
« that glory may dwell in our land? : for as 
ec the heaven is high above the earth; fo 
e great is his mercy toward them that fear 
« him. Like as a father pitieth his children, 
« ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear him; 
« and his mercy is from everlaſting upon 
«© them that fear him, and his righteouſneſs 
d unto childrens children to ſuch as keep 
his coyenant, and to thoſe that remember 


1 Pſalm xix. 9. n Pſalm xxii. 21. * Pſalm Ixvii. 7. 
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„ his commandments to do. them. He 


_« giveth meat to them that fear him, he will 


« ever be mindful of his covenant * : for he 
« taketh pleaſure in them that fear him, in 


„ thoſe that hope in his mercy. He will 
« fulfil the deſire of them that fear him: he 
« alſo will hear their cry, and will ſave them: 
«therefore let all the earth fear the Lord, 
6 let all the inhabitants of the world ſtand in 


« awe of him“; for he honoureth thefn that 


«© fear the Lord”. Behold, the eyes of the 
Lord are upon them that fear him, upon 


« them that hope in his mercy, to deliver 


ce their ſoul from death, and keep them alive 
« jn famine*. O fear the Lord, therefore, 
„ ye his ſaints, for there is no want to them 
«© that fear him. Come ye children, hearken 
_ «unto me, I will teach you the Fear of the 
ce Lord? :” and he farther faith, «© Ye that 


c fear the Lord, truſt in the Lord, he is 


6 their help and their ſhield :' he will bleſs 
«© them that fear him, both ſmall and great*.” 
(ſee to the end of that Pſalm) Therefore © let 
«© them now that fear the Lord ſay, that his 
« mercy endureth for ever.” 

Theſe ſcriptures I have collected, to ſhew 
how highly David, who loved God, com- 
mended his Fear, that all may be excited, 


r Plalm ciii. 17, 18. Pſalm exi. 5. Pſalm cxly, 
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above all things, to mind and be careful al- 
ways to live in the Fear of the Lord, becauſe 
wiſdom, that is profitable to direct, is thereby 
gained; and the Lord is with ſuch, and doth 
teach them, and ſuffers them not to want, 

but extends his goodneſs, encamps about 
them with his preſence, hides them from the 
pride of men, keeps them in his pavilion, 
gives a banner to them, is a ſhelter and 
ſtrong tower, gives the heritage of thoſe that 
fear him, cauſeth them to truſt in the cover of 
'F his wings, teaches them his way, unites their 
iT hearts to him, cauſeth their ſouls to be at eaſe, 
it | and their / ſeed to inherit the earth, makes 
1 known his ſecret to them, ſnews them his co- 
venant, brings them to tell what he hath 
done for their ſouls, cauſeth them to cry to 
him with their mouth, and to extol him with 
their tongues, and to praiſe and glorify him, 
and he bleſſeth them, or brings his ſalvation 
near, that he may cauie glory to dwell in our 
land, (or hearts) and greatly extends his 
mercy to them, pitieth them, giveth them 
meat, taketh pleaſure in them, fulfills their 
deſire, hears and ſaves them, and honoureth 
them; for his eye is upon them, to deliver 
their ſoul from death, and to keep them alive 
in famine, and is their help and their ſhield, 
and his mercy is from everlaſting upon them; 
and his righteouſneſs is unto their childrens 
children, he will bleſs them both ſmall and 
great, | | And 
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And as David lived in the Fear of God, fo 
when his days drew njgh that he ſhould die, 
he gave counſel and advice unto Solomon his 
fon, who was to ſucceed him in the kingdom; 
being deſirous he ſhould live in the Fear of 

God, that he might have his bleſſing, and 
1 0 5 in all that he did, and walk before 
him in truth*, he ſaid unto Solomon,“ K 
3 charge of the Lord thy God, to walk 
4 in all his ways®*.” 
So David ſlept with his fathers, and was 


buried in the city of David, having _— 
forty years. 
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HA F. XI. 
Concerning SOLO MON. 


OLOMON was a man unto whom the 
Lord appeared in his young days, and he 
pleaſed the Lord, in that he loved, feared, 
and ſerved him, and when directed to aſk of 
the Lord what he ſhould give him, he choſe 
wiſdom and knowledge, and not riches, 
wealth, honour, nor long life, nor the life of 
his enemies. Therefore God gave him wiſdom 
and knowledge“, beſides riches, wealth and 
honour, which he had not aſked, ſuch as 
none before him had, neither any after him 


. i Kivgs i It, > Ver. 3. * 1 Kings it. 
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have had the like, for it was exceeding much: 
and God gave him largeneſs of heart, even as 
the ſand that is upon the ſea-ſhore ®. 
And his wiſdom excelled the wiſdom of all 
the children of the eaſt country, and all the 
wiſdom of Egypt, for he was wiſer than all 
men; he ſpake three thouſand proverbs, and 
he ſpake of trees, from the cedar tree that is 
in Lebanon, even unto the hyſſop that ſpring- 
eth out of the wall: alſo of beaſts and of 
.fowls,: of- creeping things and of fiſhes ©. 
'And- in his prayer, at the dedication of the 
temple, which he built for the Lord, he ſaid, 
„Hear thou in heaven thy dwelling-place, 
„ and forgive, and do, and give to every 
© man according to his ways, whoſe heart 
© thou knoweſt (for thou, even thou on] 
cc knoweſt the hearts of all the children of 
<6 men) that they may fear thee all the days 
they live.“ Yea, he prayed that all peo- 
ple upon the earth 57 5 know the name of 
God, and fear him; for he knew and ſaid, 
& The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
„ knowledge, but fools deſpiſe wiſdom and 
* inſtruftion *.” And ſuch fools that de- 
ſpiſe wiſdom and inſtruction, that will not 
take counſel, nor regard reproof, but hate 
knowledge, and will not chuſe and live in the 
Fear of the Lord, they ſhall eat the fruit of 
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their own way, and be filled with their on 
devices; and when deſolation and deſtruction 
cometh as a whirl-wind, when diſtreſs and 
anguiſh cometh upon them, then ſhall they 
call upon the Lord, but he will not anſwer, 
| —_ though they ſeek him, they ſhall not find 
Im. 
et ſurely 2 know i it ſhall be well with 
* them that fear God, which fear before him. 
But it ſhall not be well with the wicked, 
neither ſhall he prolong his days, which 
are as a ſhadow,” becauſe he feareth not 
God. Let us therefore hear the concluſion 
of the whole matter, © Fear God, and ke 
„ his commandments, for this is the whole 
“duty of man, for God ſhall bring every 
* work to judgment, with every ſecret thing, 
* whether it be good, or whether it be evil*.”? 

Thus ſaid this wiſe preacher, that God 
gave- ſuch great wiſdom unto; and in that 
wiſdom he adviſed, ſaying, Be not wiſe in 
<* thine own eyes, fear the Lord, and depart 
from evil.” And he declares what the Fear 
of the Lord is; whereby every one upon a 
ſerious conſideration, and a due examination 
of their ways and doings, may find, and 
know whether they live 1n the Fear of the 
Lord. For faith he, The Fear of the 
Lord is to hate evil, pride, and arrogancy, 


# Ecclef, viii, 12. Eccleſ. xii, 13, 14. 
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e and the evil way; and therefore if any 
love evil, delight in pride, are found in ar- 
rogancy, and walk in the evil way, let them 
think never ſo well of themſelves, and pro- 
feſs never ſo much of God, and pretend to 
love and ſerve him what they will, they do 
not fear and ſerve God as they ought, neither 
do nor can they perform their duty to him, 
or have his favour or bleſſing, if they love 
and live in evil; for fuch are out of the Fear 
of God, and have not a ſtrong confidence, nor 
a place of refuge, nor are the Lord's children, 
but are in the ſnares of death; (for it is in 
the Fear of the Lord that ſtrong confidence 
„is, and his children ſhall have a place of 
refuge; for the Fear of the Lord is a foun- 
* tain of life, to depart from the ſnares of 
ic death*;” which thoſe who live not in it 
run often into, in their eager purſuit after 
earthly riches, fading honour, and the plea- 
ſures of fin, which are but for a ſeaſon; there- 
fore, better is little with the Fear of the 
Lord, than great treaſure and trouble 
„ therewith*. For, as Solomon ſaith, He that 
sis greedy of gain troubleth his own houſe', 
* but the Fear of the Lord tendeth to life, 
„ and he that hath it ſhall abide ſatisfied, 
he ſhall not be viſited with evil“; for by 
« Humilty and the Fear of the Lord are 


„Prov. viii. 13. 70 Prov. xiv. 26, 27. Prov. 
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ce riches and honour and life“ :“ becauſe 
the Fear of the Lord 1s the inſtruction of 
« wiſdom, and before honour is humility *. 
gut every one that is proud in heart is an 
« abomination unto the Lord; though hand 
“ Join in hand he ſhall not be unpuniſhed ?; 
<« let not therefore thy heart envy ſinners, 
« but be thou in the Fear of the Lord all the 
« day long?, and be merciful and true, for 
«© by mercy and truth iniquity is purged, 
“ and by the Fear of the Lord men depart 
«* from evil.” 

Theſe things did this great king and 
preacher declare, whilſt he kept in the Fear 
of the Lord, being one that feared the 
Lord, and commended the ſame, and was- 
greatly endowed with wiſdom, and he lived: 
therein. And it is ſaid of him, he made all 
the people that were left of the Hittites pay: 
tribute“, and the Amorites that were ſo far 
from fearing of God, that they were a bitter: 

eople, and though great talkers, were in the 
8 of envy againſt them that feared 
the Lord, and were his people, and the Hivites, 
that were of a wicked life, and feared not 
God; and the Jebuſites, which were a people 
that trod under foot the precious truth, as 
all that fear not God do, and were not of If 
rael, whom the Lord bleſſed. "Theſe did Sa- 
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lomon bring under tribute, and kept in ſub- 
jection; and it was this king Solomon, that 
the queen of Sheba. heard the fame of, and 
came to prove with hard queſtions, and he 


anſwered all her queſtions ; for as he lived in 


the Fear of the Lord, „there was nothing 
« hid from Solomon that he told her not *,”? 


Who was, indeed, a figure of him that was 


greater than Solomon, even the Lord Jeſus 

hriſt. Thus died this great king, as all 
mortals muſt, according to the appointment 
of God, which is, © for all men once to die, 
<« and after that to judgment.” And he was 
taken from all his riches, honour, and great- 
neſs, as all mankind will be, that enjoy ever 
ſo much here. 


* 
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RN Ar. X. 
Concerning RE RHROBOAM. 


EXT after Solomon, his fon Rehoboam 
N came to reign; who, not fearing the 
od of his fathers, and rejecting the grave 
counſel of the old men, imprudently followed 


the bad advice of the haughty young ones, 


that feared him not. Yet when he and all 
Iſrael in Judah and Benjamin, who hearkened 


do and obeyed the words of the Lord, which 


# 2 Chron. ix. | 
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was ſpoken by Shemaiah the man of God, to 
whom the word of the Lord came, and 
went not up to fight againſt their brethren, 


although they had a great army of one hundred 


and eighty thouſand choſen men, but returned 
every man to his houſe, they ſtrengthened the 
kingdom of Judah, and made Rehoboam, the 
ſon of Solomon, ſtrong three years; and out 
of all the tribes of Iſrael, thoſe that feared the 


Lord, and ſet their hearts to ſeek the Lord 
God of Iſrael, came to Jeruſalem to ſacrifice 


to the Lord God of their fathers; and for 
three years they walked in the way of David 


and Solomon; but when Rehoboam had 


ſtrengthened himſelf, and his kingdom, he 


forſook the Lord, and departed from his Fear. 
Then Shiſhak, king of Egypt, came up 


againſt Jeruſalem, with one thouſand two 


hundred chariots, and ſix hundred thouſand 


Hoxſemen, and the people were without num- 
ber with him; yet then ſent the Lord his pro- 


phet Shemaiah to Rehoboam, and the princes, 


who ſaid unto them, thus faith the Lord, ye 
have forſaken me, and therefore have I alſo 


left you in the hand of Shiſhak, Whereupon 


the princes of Iſrael, and the king humbled 
themſelves, and they ſaid the Lord is righ- 
teous: and when the Lord ſaw that they 
humbled themſelves, he ſaid, I will not de- 


ſtroy them, but I will 'grant them ſome de- 
liverance, nevertheleſs they ſhall be his ſer- 
| vants. 
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vants. So Shiſhak came up againſt Jeruſa- 

lem, and took away the treaſures of the 
houſe of the Lord, and the treaſures of the 

King's houſe he tool all; he carried away alſo 

the Fields of gold which Solomon had made z 

12 king Rehoboam did not continue in the 

Fear ot the Lord, becauſe he prepared not 
his heart to ſeek the Lord. And Rehoboam 

.Nept with his fathers, and was | burned! in d the 

city of W, 
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HIS Aſa was ſon to Abijah, aid Weben 
rin his ſtead. He feared the Lord, and 
did that which was good and right in the 
eyes of the Lord, and commanded Judah to 
ſeek the Lord“; and when the Ethiopians 
came with a hoſt of one thoufand and three 
* hundred chariots, he cried unto the 
Lord his God, and faid, It is nothing with 
'« thee to help, whether with many, or with 
them that have no power; help us, O Lord, 
% gur God, for we reſt on thee, and in t 
name we go againſt this multitude: O Lord, 
thou art our God, let not man prevail 
See thee *,” So the Lord imote the 


I 2 Chron. xv. ' 2 Chron, xiv. 9. Ver. 11. 
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Ethiopians, and they fled, and were deſtroys 
ed; and Ala and Judah that feared God, re- 
lied upon, and prayed unto him; they ſmote 
the tents of the Ethiopians, and their cattle, 
and carried away ſheep and camels in abund- 
ance, and very much ſpoil, and the Fear and 
„ dread of the Lord came _ them, and 
© they ſpoiled all their cities“. T 

Oh! how excellent a thing itis to fear: the 
Lord, it cannot be too much commended; 
for while people live in that, the Lord will be 
with them; and if therein people ſeek the 
Lord, he will be found; but if any depart 
from his Fear, and forſake him, he will 
* forſake them; for the eyes of the Lord 
* run to and fro through the whole earth, to 
% ſhew himſelf ſtrong in behalf of them whoſe 
<« hearts are perfect towards him,“ and he 
delivereth them that fear him. 

This king Aſa alſo died in the fortieth year 


of his reign, and was buried in his own ſe- 
pulchre. | 
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C NAT. MV: 
Concerning JEHOSHAPHAT. 


EXT Jehoſhaphat, his ſon, reigned, and 
| the Lord was- with. him, becauſe he 
feared the Lord, and . fought the Lord God 


« '2 Chron, xiv, 14. * 2 Chron, xv. ''2 Chron, 
vs. = 
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* of his Father, and walked in his command- 
ments, therefore the Lord eſtabliſhed 


the kingdom in his hand; and he ſent Levites 


through all the kingdom of Judah, and 
taught the people. And the Fear of the 


Lord fell upon all the kingdoms of the 


& Jand round about Judah * ;** and Jehoſha- 

phat had riches and honour in abundance; 
et for his going with Ahab, king of Iſrael, 

46 had like to have loſt his life. And upon 


huis return to Jeruſalem, after his eſcape, 
+ the Lord helped and delivered him, and 


moved the captain of the king of Syria to de- 
part from him; ſent his prophet Jehu, the 
ſon of Hanam, the feer, to meet him; who ſaid 


to king Jehoſhaphat, Shouldſt thou help the 
ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord? 
therefore is wrath upon thee, from before the 
Lord. Obſerve the danger he was in by 
going into bad company, Nevertheleſs there 
were good things found in him, and he pre- 
pared his heart to ſeek God; and he ſet 


Judges in the land, and ſaid, Take heed 

* what you do, for ye judge not for man, 

& hut for the Lord; wheretore let the Fear 

& of the Lord be upon you, for there is no 

« iniquity with the Lord our God, nor re- 

« ſpect of perſons, nor taking of gifts*.” Let 
| 7 
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all that judge, conſider this, and let every 
judge follow this advice, and live in the Fear 
of the Lord, or he cannot do (as this king 
juſtly requires) judge faithfully, and with a 
perfect heart. And theſe judges were even 
to warn the people that they treſpaſs not 
againſt the Lord. And as this was done 
in the Fear of the Lord, and the 3 
dwelt therein, they were preſerved, as all that 
ſo do ſhall, from treſpaſſing; the Lord will 
be with the good, and with them that hve in 
his Fear. 3 

And when the children of Ammon, Moab, 
and Mount -Seir, came with a great multitude 
againſt Jehoſhaphat, he went not forth againſt 
them, until he had ſought the Lord, and 
proclaimed a faſt throughout all Judah. And 
they gathered themſelves together, to aſk.the 
help of the Lord, and to ſeek him“. And 
the king prayed the excellent prayer follow- 
ang 34+ 88 
* O Lord God of our Fathers! art not 
© thou God in heaven? and ruleſt not thou 
„over all the kingdoms of the heathen? and 
nin thy hand is there not power and might? 
« ſo that none is able to withſtand thee. 
« Art not thou our God, who didſt drive out 
the inhabitants of this land before thy peo- 
% ple Iſrael, and gave it to the feed of Abra- 


4 2 Chron. xx. . 
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* ham thy friend for ever? and they Gee 
„ therein, and have built therein a — 
* for thy name; ſaying, If when evil com- 
eth upon us, as the ſword, judgments, 
. or famine, we ſtand before this 
uſe, and in thy hy preſence (for thy name is 

* in this houſe) and cry unto thee in our af, 


«© fliction, then thou wilt hear, and help. 


And now behold the children of Am- 
„ mon, and Moab, and Mount-Seir, whom 
thou wouldeſt not let Iſrael invade, when 


they came out of the land of Egypt, but 


they turned From them, and deſtroyed chem x 
* not. 
« - Behold, I ſay, how they reward us, to 


= come to caſt us out of th Poſſeſſion, which 


** thou haſt given us to inherit. 
4 O, our God! wilt thou not judge them? 
for we have no might againſt this great 
et company, that cometh againſt us, neither 
INE ns we what to do, but our eyes are 
thee :** And all Judah ſtood before 
Ws 125 with their little ones, their wives, 
and their children. 
This prayer, and the humble frame of the 


King and people, that ſought the Lord, and 


Feared him, was ſo pleaſing and acceptable 


unto God, that he ſaid unto them by Jeha- 


ziel a Levite, upon whom he | cauſed his 
ſpirit to come, and by which he moved him 


10 ſay unto all Judah, and to the inhabitants 


of 


5 
of Jeruſalem, be not mo or diſmayed by 
reaſon of this great multitude, far — bastle 
is not yours, but God's, 

Mark, God fights the battles of them that 
fear him: and the Lord ſaid, Go ye down 
againſt them, ſtand ye ſtill, and ſee the ſalva- 
tion of the Lord ; and Jehoſhaphat and all 
Judah bowed. and fell before a Lord, wor- 
ſhipped him, and prayed to the God of Iſrael 
with a loud voice, And Jehaſhaphat ſaid unto 
them, Hear me, O Judah, and-ye inhabitants 
af Jeruſalem. 

Believe in the Lord your God, ſo ſhall ye 
<< be eſtabliſhed; believe his prophets, ſo 
© ſhall ye proſper; and they. praiſed the 
beauty oe holineſs, and A praiſe the 
ay 1 for his mercy endureth for ever.“ 
And the children of Ammon, Moab, and the 
inhabitants of Mount-Seir, were ſmitten and 
utterly deſtroyed, and none eſcaped, for they 
were dead bodies, fallen to the A and 
In and every man of Judah, and 
eruſalem, returned with joy, for the Lord 
had made them to rejoice over their enemies, 
and the dread of the Lord was upon all the 
kingdoms of thoſe countries; and as Jeho- 
ſhaphat and the people continued in.the Fear 
of the Lord, the realm of Jehoſhaphat was 
quiet, for his God gave him reſt round about. 


* 2 Chron, xx. 20, f 2 Chron. xx. 
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But when he joined with Ahaziah king of 
Iſrael, - who feared not God, but did very 
wickedly, to make ſhips to go to Tarſhiſh. 
Then Eliezer propheſied againſt him, ſaying, 
Becauſe thou haſt joined thyſelf with Aha- 
* ziah, the Lord hath broken thy works,” 
that the ſhips were not able to go to 
TS, ͤ | 
Zy which we may obſerve, when thoſe that 
fear God, join with the wicked to get gain, 
the Lord can bring diſappointments upon 
their deſigns. But if they liye in his Fear, 
they have his bleſſing, and there is no want to 
them that ſo live; tor he provides for them, 
and gives them content and ſatisfaction. But 
if they join with and love them that hate the 
Lord, he is diſpleaſed with them; and when 
this king did ſo, he was in danger of his life, 
red loſs. Let as he did in other 
things do that which was right in the ſight 
of the Lord, he was merciful to him, his care 
was over him, and he ſent his prophets to him, 
to ſhew him his fault, and he prepared his 
heart to ſeek the Lord, which was well plea- 
ſing unto God. And after he had reigned 
_ twenty-five years in Jeruſalem, he ſlept with 
his fathers, and was buried with his tathers, 
in the city of David. e 
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But after him, to the days of Hezekiah, 
both the kings and the people declined intheir 
Fear towards God; and although he ſent his 
prophets to warn and teſtify againſt them, 
for their forſaking him, thoſe were often re- 
jected, the people not being conſtant in the 
ſervice of God, nor living in his Fear; as 
may be ſeen from the 22d chapter of- the 
24 book of Chronicles unto the 29th. N 
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CM ia P. XVI. 1.0359) 
Concerning King Hz zzx1am, 


HE began his reign in the twenty- fifth 


ear of his age; and being a man who 
feared God, He did that which was right 
ein the fight of the Lord, according to all 
« that David his father had done 

And in the firſt year of his reign, hie 

opened the doors of the houſe of the Lord, 
and repaired them;“ and bad the Levites 
ſanctify themſelves and the houſe of the Lord. 
And ſaid, Our fathers have treſpaſſed, and, 
« done that which was evil in the eyes of the 
Lord our God, and have forſaken him: 
«. wherefore the wrath of the Lord was u 
Judah and Jeruſalem, and he delivered 
them to trouble, to aſtoniſhment, and to 


2 2 Chron. xxix. 2. 
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« hiſſing, as you ſee with your eyes, and 
„our fathers have fallen by the ſword, and 
aur ſons,” and our: daughters, and our 
<<. wives are in captivity for this:“ There- 
fore, ſaid this good king, who loved and 
feared the Lord, It is in my heart to make 
* a covenant with the Lord God of Iſrael, 
that his fierce wrath may turn away from 
« us*.” And, indeed, as evil doing incurs 
the wrath of God, there is no way to eſcape 
but fearing God, to ceaſe from evil, and 
learn to do well, for the Lord doth and wil 

teach all them who truly fear him. * 
Now it is faid, Judah bowed themſelves 
before the Lord, and worſhipped, both 
5 Hezekiah, and all the people: and upon 
their return unto the Lord, and in his ſervice 
they rejoiced, and ſent to all Iſrael, and ad- 
viſed them alſo, who had wrought wicked 
things, to provoke. the Lord to anger, to 
turn unto the Lord from thoſe things, for 
Which he had teſtified againſt. them by the 
Prophets, and by all the ſeers, ſay ing, Turn 
you from your evil ways“; notwithſtand- 
Ing they would not hear, but hardened their 
necks, like their fathers, who did not believe 
in the Lord their God, bs 

Now Hezekiah, and the people who feared 
the Lord exhorted them, ſay ing, Be not like 


22 Chion, Mix. 11, © 2 Kings xvii. 
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„ your fathers and like your 8 who 
<« treſpaſſed againſt the Lord God of your 
<« fathers; who. therefore gave them up to 
« deſolation*;” as indeed he had, viz. Iſrael, - 
becauſe they had alſo forſaken the Lord, and 
left all the commandments of the Lord their 
God, and ſerved Baal, therefore the Lord 
was very angry with Iſrael, and there was 
none left, for the Lord had removed them 
«© out of his ſight,” as he had ſaid by all his 
ſervants the prophets, and they were carried 
away out of their own land unto Aſſy ria. 
And Hezekiah, and the people ſaid unto 
them, If ye turn again unto. the Lord, 
<« your brethren, and your children ſhall 
find compaſſion before them who led them 
« .captive; fo that they ſhall come again unto 
this land; for the Lord your God is gra- 
„ cious and merciful, and will not turn 
away his face from you, if you return unto 
« him.“ | 
| Notwithſtanding this exhortation, which 
was ſent by poſts, from city to city through 
the countries of Ephraim and Manaſſeh, even 
unto Zebulon, they had ſo little regard there- 
unto, who were out of the Fear of God, that 
they laughed them to ſcorn, and mocked - 
them: nevertheleſs, divers, who feared the 
Lord, humbled themſelves. And Heze- 


2 Kings xvii. © 2 Chron. xxx. g. 
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Kkiah prayed for them, and the Lord heark- 
ened unto Hezekiah, and healed the people. 
Theſe I mention, that it may be obſerved. 
what regard the Lord hath to them who fear 
him. And that all may be excited to fear 
the Lord, and to ſerve and truſt in him, as 
Hezekiah did, of whom it is ſaid, That af- 
ter him was none like him among all the 
kings of Judah, nor any that were before 
him, the Lord was with him, and he pro- 
* ſpered whitherſoever he went forth.“ 
nd when he, and the people who feared 
the Lord, had kept the great paſſover which 
he had proclaimed, there was great joy in 
Jeruſalem: for ſince the time of Solomon, 
the ſon of David, king of Iſrael, there was: 
not the like in Jeruſalem 5. . 
Now, when all was finiſhed, all Iſrael, who 
were preſent, went out to the cities of 
Judah, and brake the images in pieces, 
and cut down the groves, and threw down 
« the high places, and the altars, out of all 
Judah and Benjamin, in Ephraim alſo, and 
Manaſſeh, until they had utterly deſtroy- 
ee them all*.”* | 

Obſerve the zeal and good effects that the 
Fear of the Lord produced in them who lived 
therein, and were faithful in his ſervice. 
Then, faith the text, „All the children of 


i f 2 Kings xviii. - 2 Chron. xxx, Ver. 31. 
« Iſrael 
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e Tſrael returned every man to his poſſeſſion, 
« into their own countries.“ And Heze- 
kiah, throughout all Judah, wrought that 
which was good, and right, and true before 
the Lord his God, as he lived in his Fear. 
And when railing Rabſhakeh, whom the 
king of Aſſyria ſent, who pretended the Lord 
ſaid to him, Go up againſt this land and 
«deſtroy it*,” talked of making them 
eat their own dung, and drink their own 
_ urine, faying alfo, in his proud and boaſting 
way (which they who fear not God are too 
inclinable to) *© Hath any of the gods of the 
nations delivered at all his land out of the 
king of Afyria's hand.” But the people 
of Jeruſalem, who feared the Lord, held therr 
ones and anſwered him not a word, for the 
ing's commandment was, Anſwer him not a 
word. And the king rent his clothes, and 
covered himſelf with. ſackcloth, and went 
into the houſe of the Lord, and fent to the 
vp Hatah, the fon of Amos, to let him 
Know, This was a day of trouble, and of 
rebuke, and blaſphemy; and it may be 
the Lord thy God will hear the words of 
„ Rabſhakeh.” And for this cauſe the 
king and the prophet prayed and cried to 


2 Chron, xxxi, * 2 Kings xix. 
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And the Lord ſent an angel that cut off all 
the mighty men of valour, and the leaders, and 
the captains in the camp of the king of Aſ- 
ſyria; ſo he returned with ſhame of face to 
his own land. And when he was come into 
the houſe of his God, they who came forth of 
his own bowels, ſlew him there with the 
iword. Fake PoE Fob | | | | 
Thus thoſe, who feared not God, but were 
proud and . exalted, were deſtroyed. And 


thoſe who feared and prayed unto the Lord, 
r 


were ſaved and delivered from the hand of all 
their enemies, and he guided them on every 


fide; ſo that Hezekiah was magnified in the 


fight of all nations from thenceforth, And 


when Hezekiah was ſick unto death, and. 


prayed to the Lord, he gave him a ſign. And 
the Lord ſent his prophet to him, who ſaid, 
Thus faith the Lord, thou ſhalt die and 
% not live“, And this king hereupon had 
recourſe to the Lord, and ſaid, © I beſeech 
„ thee, O Lord, remember how I have walk- 


ed before thee, in truth, and with a per- 


* fect heart, and have done that which was 

good in thy ſight,” The Lord, who knew: 
his ſincerity, heard his prayer, and ſent his 

one: to let him: know that. he had heard 

= prayer, and would. heal him, and he did 
. | ; * 
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But Hezekiah rendered not again, accord- 
ing to the benefit done unto him, for his heart 
was lifred up; and therefore there was wrath 
upon him, and upon Judah, and Jeruſalem. 
Oh that the Lord's great benefits may not 
be forgotten by any, nor the hearts of any be 
lifted up, with what the Lord is pleaſed to 
beſtow upon them (who are unworthy of the 
leaſt of his mercies) and thereby cauſe the 
Lord's wrath to come upon them, and to loſe 
his favour, that is eternal, by ſetting their 
hearts upon that which is but temporal ; not- 
withſtanding it ſo happened to this king, for 
want of keeping in God's Fear; yet when he 
humbled himſelf for the pride of his heart, 
and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem did the ſame, 
the wrath of God came not upon them in his 
days, and when he was humble, and lived in 
the Fear of the Lord, the Lord gave him ex- 
ceeding much riches and honour; and he 
made himſelf treaſures for his ſilver, gold, 
precious ſtones, ſpices, and for ſhields, and 
all manner of pleaſant Jewels”. ; 
 Howbeit, in the buſineſs of the embaſſadors 

of the princes of Babylon, God left Heze- 
kiah to try him, and when the Lord ſent his 
prophet to him, to enquire what they had 
ſeen, he plainly anſwered, All the things that 
are in my houſe, there is nothing among my 


* 2 Chron, xxxii, 
trea- 
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.. that I have not ſhewed them: And 
when the prophet delivered the word of the 
Lord unto him, that all ſhould be carried 


into N the king was not angry with 
the prophet, nor diſpleaſed with his meſſage, 


but aid, « Good is ** word of the Lord 
| «© which thou haſt ſpoken: Adding, to ſhew 


his reſignation, Is it not good if peace and 
ce truth be in my days?” 

And ſo Hezekiah ſlept with his fathers, and 
they buried him in the chief of the ſepulchres 
of the ſons of David, and all Judah, and the 
inhabitants of J eruſalem did him ** at 


his death. 


CH Ap. XVI. 
Cangermog M A NASSEH. 
ND Manaſſeh, ſon of Hezekiah, yells 5 


in his ſtead. 
But Manaſſeh did that which was evil in 


the fight of the Lord; and had no regard to 


his Fear ; but worſhip pped all the hoſt of 
heaven, and ſerved them ; but built altars in 
the Lord's houſe, and in the courts thereof 


to the hoſt of heaven, and made his ſons paſs 
through the fire, . uſed inchantments, and 


dealt with familiar ſpirits, and wizards, he 
wrought much wickedneſs, and provoked 
the * to for he did wickedly above 

all 
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all the Amorites : he ſhed alſo i innocent bled 
very much. And although the Lord ſpoke 
to him, and to his people, they would nor 
hear; for he did not the Lord: Where 
4 fore the Lord brought on him, and on the 
people, the captain of the hoſt of the king 
of Aſſyria, who took him, bound him with 
4 fetters, and carried him to Babylon “.“ 

By which we may obſerve the difference | 
between them who fear, . and thoſe who fear 
not the Lord. Jehoſhaphat feared and prayed 
unto God, and was delivered from the king 
of Aﬀria. Manaſſeh neither feared nor 
prayed unto God, and he was taken, bound 
and carried into Babylon ; none of the h 
of heaven, which he worſhipped, could pre- 
ſerve him. But when he was in affliction, and 
beſought the Lord; then as he had ſinned 
greatly, ſo he humbled Rimſelf greatly before 
the God of his fathers, and prayed unto him; 
the Lord was intreated of him, and heard his 
ſupplication ; when he was humble, and fear- 
ed the Lord, he brought him again to Jeru- 
ſalem. "And Manaſſeh came to know the 
Lord was God: and he took away the ſtra 
| Page and the idols, and all "Tears bs 

ad built in the houſe of the Lord, and in 
Jeruſalem, and caſt them out of the * ; 


2 2 Chron. xxxiii, 11. 
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== commanded Judah to - ſerve the how 
God of Iſrael. 
So Manaſſeh ſlept with his fachers, and was 


| . in his own houſe. 


Oh that all might fear the Lord, and not 
fin againſt him, that they AY die in e 
and be W A ; 


* - —— 


$f H A P. XIX. 
Concerning AM M Ox. 


ND Ammon, that reigned in his ſtead, 
A feared not God, but did evil in His 
ight, and humbled not himſelf, but treſpaſ- 
ſed more and more. So his ſervants conſpired 
againſt him, and he was ſlain; it appears his 
time was ſhort, being wicked, 2 Hs 
his * reigned in his ſicad. 


4 2 » 4. — 
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. 
Concerning J o 81A. 


OSIAH was a young king, but eight 
years old when he began to reign ; but 
did that which was right in the ſight of the 
Lord, and walked in the ways of David his 


: father, and declined neither to the right hand 


nor to the left*; and while he was yet young, 
® 2 Chron, xxxiv. 1 
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he began to ſeek the Lord, and loved and 
lived in his Fear, though his father Ammon 
did not; and made a covenant” before the 
Lord, « to walk after the Lord, and to keep 
« bs commandments, and his teſtimonies, 
„ and his ſtatutes, with all his heart, and 
« with all his ſoul. And he brake in pieces 
the images, and cut down their groves, and 
« filled their places with the bones of men. 
Moreover, the altar that was at Bethel, and 
the high places which Jeroboam the fon of 
« Nebat, who made Iſrael to fin, had made, 
« both that altar and the high place he brake 
e down, and | burned the high place, and 
% ftamped it ſmall to powder, and burned 
„ the 'grove*.” Hereby fulfilling the pro- 
phecy: O altar, . thus ſaith the Lord, 
«Behold, a child ſhall be born unto the 
« houſe of David; Jofiah by name, and upon 
«thee ſhall he offer the prieſts of the high 

„places that burn incenſe upon thee, and 
< men's bones ſhall be burned upon thee*.”? 

An excellent example for young and old; 
for all his days the people departed not from 
following' the Lord, the God of their fathers. 
But-not hearkening to the words of Necho, 
king of Egypt, from the mouth of God, he 
difguiſed | himſelf, and went to fight with 
him, and the archers ſhot at him; and 


d 2 Kings XXII, 14, 15. © 1 Kings xiii. 2. 
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though diſguiſed, he was ſore wounded, and 
was had to Jeruſalem, and died, and was 


buried in the ſepulchre of his fathers, and 
Judah and Jeruſalem mourned for him, and 
Jeremiah the prophet lamented for Joſiah, 
As to his ſons who reigned after him, one 
after another, their reigns were ſhort, they did 
evil in the ſight of the Lord, and the prieſts, 
and the people alſo, they tranſgreſſed ve 
much, and yet the Lord ſent them his mei 
ſengers, riſing up betimes, becauſe be had 
| — on them, and on his dwelling- 
P = | ; 3 
But they mocked the meſitngers of God, 
and deſpiſed his word, and miſ-uſed his pro- 
' phets, being departed from the Fear of God, 
the-wrath of the Lord aroſe againſt them, un- 
til there was no remedy *. 80 their young 
men, maidens, and old men, the Lord ha 
not compaſſion of, they were lain; and thoſe 
that eſcaped were carried captive to Babylon; 
and the treaſures of the houſe of the Lord, 
and of their princes, and the houſe of God 
were burnt, and all the goodly veſſels deſtroy- 
ed, and ſeventy years captivity followed. 
And thus it happened to thoſe who feared 
not the Lord, but mocked his meſſengers, 
. deſpiſed his word, and miſ-uſed his prophets. 
By which it is evident, that deſtruction and 


s 2 Chron, waciv. 


miſery 
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miſery will be the portion of all thoſe who 
fear not the Lord, and deſpiſe his meſſengers. 
No after the ſeventy years captivity, 
which came upon the children of Iſrael, for 
their departing from the Fear of the Lord, 
deſpiſing his words, and miſ- uſing his pro- 
phets, that the word of the Lord, ſpoken b 

Jeremiah, might be fulfilled ; who ſaid, 
„ Thus ſaith the Lord, behold I will oy 
again the 'captivity of Jacob's tents, and 
% have mercy upon his dwelling-places, and 
e the city ſhall be built upon her own heap, 
and the palace ſhall remain after the manner 
„ thereof ©,” and thoſe that engaged their 
hearts to approach unto the Lord, and that 
feared him, he ſaid they ſhould be his peo- 
ple, and he would be their God; the Lord, 

who can do'whatſoever he pleaſeth, ſtirred up 
the ſpirit of Cyrus, king of Perſia, to ac- 
knowledge that the Lord God of heaven had 
given him all the kingdoms of the earth; 
and he-put forth a proclamation throughout 
all his kingdom, in writing, ſaying, © Who 
is there among you of his people (mean- 
ing the Jews) his God be with him, and 
let him go to Jeruſalem, which is in 
Judah, and build the houſe of the Lord 
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 & God of Iſrael! (for he acknowledged) 
| that he is the God that is in Jeruſalem. _ 
Then roſe up the chief of the fathers of 
2 and Benjamin, with all thoſe whoſe 
writ God had raiſed up, to go up to build 
ie houſe of the Lord, which is in Jeruſalem. 
And theſe men who were thys inclined, - and 
_ feared the Lord, were ſtrengthened by all 
them that were about them, with ſilver, gold, 
and precious things: ſee the iſt of Ezra. 
Which things were all ſent by Sheſbbazzar, 
with them of the captivity, from Babylon, 
which were of a great value ; and the whole 
af the people were 42,360, beſides ſervants 
and their maids, of whom there was 7,937. 
And when they came to Jeruſalem, as they 
feared God, they offered. unto the Lord, 
morning and evening, and ſoon. began to 
build the houſe and temple of the Lord: 
And when the foundation was laid, the an- 
cient men that had ſeen the firſt houſe, wept 
with a loud voice, and many others ſhouted 
for joy; and the people could not diſcern 
the one from the other. 5 | 
But when their adverſaries heard of their 
building, they would have built with them; 
and pretended they ſought to ſerve their God. 
But it is evident, notwithſtanding what they 
ſaid and pretended, they did not really ſeek 
God, nor fear him, as their words and fruits 
declared; for when thoſe who truly * 
the 
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the Lord, and were * to build his 
houſe, would not admit or ſuffer theſe; men, 
notwithſtanding their pretenſions to join with 
them in this work, as not being qualified; 
then they, as it is uſual with thoſe who talk 
of the Fear of God, and do not live therein, 
weakened the hands of the people of Judah 
that feared the Lord, and were zealous to 
build; thus thoſe people troubled them, and 
hired counſellors againſt them, to fruſtrate 
their purpoſe, and effected the ſame for a time, 
by turning informers againſt them to king 
Artaxerxes; ſaying, they were building the 
rebellious city; and telling the king if it was 
built, they would not pay toll, tribute, nor 
cuſtom, and that it would damage his re- 
venue. Vet theſe wicked informers, that pre- 
tended they ſought the Lord, as the ren 
of Iſrael did, would, if they could, have 
been admitted to build with ES without 
any regard to the king's revenue. For it is 
common with thofe that fear not God, to pre- 
tend zeal for him, and regard to che kin 
L they neither fear God, nor honour 4 +4 
ng | 

- Notwithſtanding, by the Lord's permiſſion, 
theſe wicked informers ſo far prevailed for a 
12 that they procured a command from the 

to cauſe thoſe that feared the Lord, to 
_- building, till * nnn 
thould be given. | 

Now, 
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Now, when theſe informers had got this or- 
der, they and their companions went up in 
haſte to Jeruſalem, and made them ceaſe by 
force and power, not by law and reaſon, for 
they had little regard thereunto: So it ceaſed, 
until the ſecond year of Darius king of Perſia. 
But upon the propheſying of the prophets 
of the Lord, Haggai and Zechariah, in the 
name of the God of Hrael; ſaying to all the peo- 
ple, “Be ſtrong, for I am with you,“ faith the 
Lord of Hoſts, my ſpirit remaineth amongſt 
you, fear ye not-.“ Then they arofe, and 
began to build. Then came again ſome of 
thoſe that feared not the Lord, and buſily en- 
quired who had commanded them to build 
this houſe? and demanded, informer like, 
their names. And when this did not dif- 
courage them, they wrote to King Darius, and 
informed him what was doing, and how they 
had enquired their names, and who com- 
manded them to build, that they might in- 
form the king of the chief of them. And 
they anfwered us, ſaying, We are the ſer- 
* vants of the God of” heaven and earth.“ 


And the king's anſwer was, Let the work 


of this houſe of God alone, let the governors 
of the Jews, and the elders of the Jews, 
s build this houſe of God in his place.“ 
Moreover, he made a decree for the elders to 


2 Haggaiii, Ezra vi. 
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build, and that the king's goods, and the 
tribute- money ſhould be given unto them, 
that they might not be hindered; and that 
What they wanted for offerings might be 
given them day by day, without fail. More- 
over, he made a decree, that whoſoever ſhould 


alter this word, let timber be pulled down 
from his houſe, and being ſet up, let him be 


hanged thereon, and let his houſe be made a 


dunghill for this. Sg 


Thus a ſtop was put to the envious inform- 


ers, and to their companions, and no doubt it 


was a terror to them who feared not God, 


And the elders of the Jews, that feared the 
Lord were encouraged, and built, and pro- 


ſpered, and finiſhed it, according to the com- 


mandment of the God of Iſrael, and com- 
mand of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes, 
which were ſent by Ezra, ** who had pre 

his heart to ſeek the law of the Lord, and 
* to do it, and to teach Iſrael his ſtatutes and 
* judgments,” And this Artaxerxes, ſtiled 
king of kings, wrote-unto Ezra the prieſt, a 
ſcribe of the law of the God of heaven, perfect 
peace; ſaying, ** I make a decree that all they 
c of the people of Iſrael, that are minded of 
<*« their own free will to go up to Jeruſalem, 
* and to carry filver and gold, which the 
* king's counſellors had freely offered unto 
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© Now, when theſe informers had got this or- 
der, they and their companions went up in 
haſte to Jeruſalem, and made them ceaſe by 
force and power, not by law and reaſon, for 
they had little regard thereunto. So it ceaſed, 
until the ſecond year of Darius king of Perſia. 
But upon the propheſying of the prophets 
of the Lord, Haggai and Zechariah, in the 
name of the God of Iſrael; ſaying to all thepeo- 
ple, Be ſtrong, for I am with you,” faith the 
Lord of Hoſts, © my ſpirit remaineth amongſt 
you, fear ye not-.“ Then they aroſe, and 
began to build. Then came again ſome of 
thoſe that feared not the Lord, and buſily en- 
quired who had commanded them to build 
this houſe? and demanded, informer like, 
their names. And when this did not dif- 
courage them, they wrote to king Darius, and 
informed him what was doing, and how they 
had enquired their names, and who com- 
manded them to build, that they might in- 
form the king of the chief of them. And 
they anfwered us, ſaying, . We are the ſer- 


vants of the God of heaven and earth.“ 


And the King's anſwer was, Let the work 
of this houſe of God alone, let the governors 
of the Jews, and the elders of the Jews, 
«build this houſe of God in his place.“ 
Moreover, he made a decree for the elders to 
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build, and that the king's goods, and the 
tribute- money ſhould be given unto them, 

that they might not be hindered; and that 
what they wanted for offerings might be 
given them day by day, without fail. More- 
over, he made a decree, that whoſoever ſhould 
alter this word, let timber be pulled down 
from his houſe, and being ſet up, let him be 
hanged thereon, and let his houſe be made a 
dunghill for this. 5 

Thus a ſtop was put to the envious inform- 

ers, and to their companions, and no doubt it 
was a terror to them who feared not God, 
And the elders of the Jews, that feared the 
Lord were encouraged, and built, and pro- 
ſpered, and finiſhed it, according to the com- 
mandment of the God of Iſrael, and com- 
mand of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes, 
which were ſent by Ezra, who had prepared 
his heart to ſeek the law of the Lord, and 
« to do it, and to teach Iſrael his ſtatutes and 
„ judgments*,” And this Artaxerxes, ſtiled 
king of kings, wrote-unto Ezra the prieſt, a 
* of the law of the God of heaven, perfect 
peace; ſay ing, I make a decree that all they 
« of the people of Iſrael, that are minded of 
their own free will to go up to Jeruſalem, 
and to carry ſilver and gold, which the 
* king's counſellors had K _ unto 
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e che God of Iſrael; and all the ſilver and 


* gold that they could find in all the pro- 
c vinces of Babylon; with order from Artax- 
*'erxes the king, for whatſoever more ſhould 
* be needful for the houſe of God, to beſtow 
* jr out of the king's treafure-houſe*,” And 
that whatſoever Ezra the prieft ſhould re- 
quire, the king decreed that all his treaſures 
beyond the river, ſhould give it ſpeedily, unto 
an hundred talents of filver, to an hundred 
meaſures of wheat, an hundred baths of oil, 
and ſalt, without preſcribing how much; ſay= 
ing, For why ſhould there be wrath againſt 
the realm of the king, and his fons.” 

Obſerve, when the hearts of this people af> 
ter their captivity were inclinable to ſerve 
God, and his Fear came upon them, how 
wonderfully did God work for them, and in- 
celine the heart of the king; (by whoſe com- 
mandment, upon the information of Rehum, 
the chancellor, and Shimſhai, the ſcribe, he 
cauſed the work to ceaſe, which he had fo 
greatly encouraged;) which cauſed Ezra to 
fay, *< Bleſſed be the Lord God of our fathers, 
V which hath put ſuch a thing as this in the 
© king's heart, and hath extended merey un- 
to me, before the king and his counſellors, 
* and before all the king's mighty prin- 
„ ces.“ And Ezra had power given him, 


k Here's liberty of Conſcience, * Ezra iv. 
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after the wiſdom of his God, to ſet magiſtrates 
and judges to. judge all the people. that were 
beyond the river. And Artaxerxes decreed, 
that whoſoever would not do the law of God, 
and of the king, that judgment ſhould be 
ſpeedily executed upon him, whether it was 
unto death, or to baniſhment, or to confiſca- 
tion of his goods, or to impriſonment. -, _ 

When Ezra was thus favoured, and im- 
powered, he being a man that feared the Lord, 
and had regard to him, and depended on him, 
when he had gathered the people, ſoon pro- 
claimed a faſt, and ſought the Lord, to be 
directed in the right way, for all their little 
ones, and for all their ſubſtance; for as he 
feared and truſted in the Lord, he was 
aſhamed to require of the king a Band of 
C ſoldiers and horſemen to help them againft 
the enemy in the way ;” becaule (faith he) 
we had ſpoken unto the king, ſaying, the 
hand of our God is upon all them for good, 
that ſeek him; but his power and his wrath 
« is againſt all them that forſake him,” | 

And as this good man feared and truſted 
in the Lord, he law and knew that it did not 
become him, nor the people that feared God, 
to be ſo unwiſe, and diffident, or diſtruſtful of 
the Lord's power and preſervation, as to aſk 
the king for the aſſiſtance of the arm of fleſh, 
though under a diſpenſation, in which wars 
and fightings were allowed and practiſed, and 

— Out- 
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outward force made ufe of; and this was {6 


pleaſing unto the Lord, that he delivered 
them from the hand of the enemy, and of 
ſuch as lay in wait by the way. 

By which it appears, theſe 45 * though. 

25 t the Lord, they = 

enemies, and thoſe that lay in wait for them, 
yet the Lord preferved them, their little ones, 
and their great treaſure, and delivered them, 
and they got ſafe to Jeruſalem, and offered 
unto the od of Iſrael, and were furthered by 
the king's commiſſioners and lieutenants. 

But when they were at Jerufalem, Ezra was 
acquainted with that which greatly grieved 


and aſtoniſhed him: and it was, that there 


were of the people of Iſrael, and of the prieſts, 
that had made mixt marriages and (the people 
that were termed) the Holy Seed, had mingled 
themſelves with the people of thoſe lands; 
and this was the tranſgreſſion of thoſe that had 
been carried away. See Ezra viii. 35. 
Then aſſembled unto Ezra every one that 
trembled at the word of the God of Iſrael *; 
and he prayed unto God, and confeſſed there- 


in the great treſpaſs the people had com- 
mitted, in breach of God's command, and the 


juſtice of God, in delivering them unto cap- 
eivity ; and acknowledged the grace and 
favour of God, in raving a Httle remnant to 
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eſcape, and giving them à nail in his holy 
place, and enlightening their eyes, and giving 
them a little reviving, and a wall in Judah. 

And fo affecting and prevalent was his 
prayer, and alſo his confeſſion, that they had 
| forſaken the "commandments of God, in 
giving their daughters unto their ſons (i. e. 
the people of their land) and their taking 
their daughters unto their ſans, when the 
were not to ſeek their peace nor their wealth 
for ever®; for they feared not God, nor did 
they profeſs the ins way of worſhip, and 
were unclean, and unfit to be Joined with. 
Oh! be cautious, for ler their beauty or 
wealth be ever ſo great, yet thoſe who truly 
fear God ought not to join in marriage with 
them that do not worſhip God aright ; which 
ought to be a caution ta all that fear the holy 
God, and deſire his favour and bleſſing, that 
they marry not for beauty, nor riches; nor, to 
gratify the luſts of the fleſh, or pride of lite, 
Join in marriage with any that neither fear, 
nor worſhip God, but remember what kin 
Lemuel faith in the prophecy which his 
mother had taught him; « Favour is deceit- 
ful, and beauty is vain, but a woman that 
« feareth the Lord, ſhe ſhall be praiſed;” 
and ſuch only ought to be fought unto, by 
thoſe that are the Lord's people; but if the 
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Fear of God be from, or not minded, 
then may perſons now do, as thoſe that de- 
Parted from his Fear, and broke his command, 
did in thoſe days; and be puniſhed, and af- 
 Qlicted, captivated, and in bondage as they. 
were, and ſo have need to confeſs and weep, 
and to be humbled before the Lord, as they 


To prevent which, we ought always to live 
in the Fear of Gd. | 


But as Ifaid before, fo fervent and preva- 
lent was Ezra's prayer, that the very great. 
congregation of men, women, and children, 
that were preſent, wept very fore, confeſſed. 
their treſpaſs, made a covenant with God, 
| put away all their wives, and ſuch as were 
| | born of them, according to. his counſel and, 

| theirs, that trembled at the commandment 
of God, ſaying, Let it be done accordingly ;, 
and all Iſrael iwore they would, and did ac- 
cordingly, "a 2 . 
Now, though the law and command, that 
theſe people had broken, and thereby kindled 
the anger of God againſt them, is not now in 
Force, nor ever was 1 55 the Gentiles; for it 
Was not given unto them, but to the Jews; 
yet there ought to be a great care upon all 
now, that fear God, and profeſs his name, not 
to kindle the anger of God againſt them, If 
taking wives or huſbands that do not fear God, 
nor worſhip him (as Chrift faith all muſt) * 
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the ſpirit and in the truth. But if any that 
fear and ſerve God in his way, ſhould go ſo 
far out of their way, as to marry one that doth 
not fear and ſerve God as they ought, and 
thereby diſpleaſe him, they hurt themſelves, 
by being unequally yoked, and come in 
danger to have their hearts wholly drawn 
from the Lord, and from his worſhip and 
ſervice; they ought to be ſorry for it, confeſs 
their fault, and truly to repent thereof, and 
of the evil example they have given, but not 
to put away their wives and children, but 
to live with them; for Chriſt allows no put- - 
ting away, fave for the cauſe of fornication. 
The only way, therefore, for all to be pre- 
ſerved out of theſe, and all other evils, and 
the ſnares of death, is always to live in the 
Fear of God, which is ſo excellent a preſerva- 
tive, and ſo greatly beneficial for the good of 
man in this world, and in that which is to 
come, that it cannot be too much commended, 
nor too often recommended, nor too muck 
minded; for ſuch children that live therein, 
are not only dutiful to their parents, but are 
a great comfort; and ſuch ſervants that live 
therein, will be juſt and diligent in their 
places; and ſuch parents, and maſters, and 
miſtreſſes, that live therein, will be tender, 
pſt, and wiſe, and not provoke or miſuſe 
either their children or ſervants; and ſuch 
people and * that live and rule _ 
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the Fear of the Lord, will be juſt, peaceable, 
and not oppreſs; and as all of every degree 
live therein, they will thereby keep peace 
with God in their own hearts, they will do 
hurt to none, and ſo will be bleſſed of God. 


| — — 
Concerning NERHEZMIA R. 


1 E was a man that feared God, and 
: though a cup-bearer to king Artax- 
erxes, whoſe palace was in Shuſhan, when he 
he heard of the great affliction and reproach 
of his brethren, the remnant that were 'left 
of the captivity, he prayed unto” the Lord 
God of heaven, the great and terrible God 
and in his prayer, ſaid, I'beſeech thee let 
© now thine ear be attentive to the prayer 
« of thy ſervant, and to the prayer of 
thy ſervants, who deſire to fear thy 
% name; and the Lord heard his prayer, 
and he obtained leave from the king to goto 
eruſalem, and a letter to the keeper of the 
ing's foreſt for timber; and he ſpake to 
the prieſts, to the nobles, and the rulers ; 
Come let us build up the wall of Jeruſalem; 
that we be no more a reproach,” but they 
laughed him to ſcorn; yet as he feared God, 
he was not diſcouraged, knowing the God of 
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heaven would proſper them that feared Em; 
and therefore he told the deſpiſers, they had 
no right nor memorial in Jeruſalem. And 
he, and thoſe that feared God, proceeded, and 
built. But when Sanballat heard that they 
had built the wall, he was wroth, and 
mocked the Jews, and Tobiah, che Am- 

monite ſaid, if a fox go he will. even 
break down the ee And when 
Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabians, and the 
Ammonites, and the Aſhdodites, that feared 
_— heard the war were builr, 1 all 
conſpired together to fight againſt Jeruſalem. 
But bs the bikers She God, ſo they made 
their prayers unto Kim, and were heard, and. 
bleſſed. - | 
And Nehemiah Laid to his brethren, the 
nobles, the rulers, and the reſt of the people, 
Be not afraid of- them, but remember the 
Lord, the great and terrible God. And as 
theſe poor people kept in the Fear of God, 
and truſted in him, he brought their adver- 
ſaries counſel to naught. | 
Yet there were ſome rich men among the 
Jews, even of the rulers, and nobles, that ex- 
acted uſury, every one of his brother ; an 


evil ice. 

Then faid Nehemiah, It is not good that 
ye do, ought you not to walk in the Fear of 
God, becauſe * the reproach of the heathen 

13 our 
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our. enemies, and he prayed them to leave 
off that uſury, and to make reſtitution; and 
they ſaid we will reſtore; and the people did 
War to their promiſe. | OY. 

And though ſome of the rulers and nobles 

were fallen into this covetouſneſs, for want of 
Keeping in the Fear of God (that excellent 
p ative againſt all evil). Nehemiah, 
who lived therein, was preſerved out of covet- 
ous practices, and liberally entertained at his 
table one hundred and fifty of the Jews and 
rulers, beſides thoſe that came unto him from 
amongſt the heathen round about; and he 
required not the bread of the governor z 


that is, the income allowed him, becauſe the 


bondage was heavy upon the people. A 
noble example to all governors, cipecially 
when the like excellent reaſon can be aſſigned. 
for it: becauſe the bondage was heavy upon 
the people. If all governors and officers, 
who can maintain themſelves, when the ſame. 
reaſon may be for. it, viz. bondage on the 

ple, would follow this example, it would 

well; but if they live not in the Fear of 
God, they are not like to follow this example; 
but will be covetous, and oppreſs, and get 


riches to themſelves, which we have ſeen, as 


the preacher did of old, to be a ſore evil un- 
der the Jun, namely, Riches gotten or kept 
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“ for the owners thereof to their hurt. But 
< theſe riches periſh, by evil travel: he be- 

<< getteth'a ſon, and there is nothing in his 
« hand. For often that which is got out 
of the Fear of God, is ſpent out of the Fear 
of God; and © there is a time when one 
man ruleth over another to his/own hurt“; 
but thoſe that rule in the Fear of the Lord, 
do not ſo. But it hath been, and is ſen, 
that many ſinful rulers and many people's 
days have been prolonged ; yet certain it is, 
as Solomon ſaid, ** Though a ſinner do evil 
% an hundred times, and his days be pro- 
„ longed, yet, ſurely I know it mal be wal 
«+ with them that fear God, which fear be- 
e fore him ©,” And ſuch cannot, with that 
boldneſs, when under exerciſe; or trouble, 
ſay unto the Lord, Think upon me for good, 
according to all that I have done for this 
people, as this good man and governor 
who feared God did. | 

And as he lived therein, Sanballat, Tobiah, 
Geſhem, and the reſt of his enemies, Who 
thought to do him miſchief, were diſappoint-, 
ed', notwithſtanding their, endeavours. and 
threats, and wrong informations and plots 
againſt him, and falſe prophecies or meſ 
ſages, which he was ſenſible were not ſent 
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of God ; and therefore he prayed, and ſaid, 
O God!” Strengthen my hands;“ and the 
Eord did fo, 122 there were 


many in Judah fworn unto Tobiah, that 
endeavoured to put Nehemiah in fear, yet 
he finiſhed the work, and gave charge to 
his brother Hanani, for he was a faithful 


man, and feared God above many. And 


indeed there are no faithful men, bur _ 
who fear Got. 1818 * 
And Nehemiah, that kept ſo 0b a ta- 
| ble, was both liberal an generous, and 
gave largely unto the work he was fo 'zea- 
uſly concerned in: he gave a thouſand 
drachma's of gold, and fifty baſons; five 
hundred and chirty prieſt's garments; and 
all the people gathered themſelves together 
as one man, and Ezra the ſcribe bleſſed the 
Lord, the great God, and all the people 
bowed their heads, and worſhipped the 
Lord, with their faces to the ground, and the 
Joy y of the Lord was their ſtrength . 
And a few days after the children of Iſrael 
were aſſembled with faſting, and they ſe- 
parated themſelves from all ſtrangers, and 
confeſſed their fins, and the iniquities of 
their fathers. ' See the ↄth chapter at large, 
it is worth reading; and at the cloſe thereof 
it ls s ſaid, by We make a I me Covenng, and 


5 New, viii 
« write 
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4 vrite it, and our princes,”Leviees,” and 
«prieſts ſeal unto it.. 
And all the people having knowledge. we | 


underſtanding, entered into an oath-to walk 


in God's law, and to obſerve and do all his 
ge . and that they would not 
e their daughters to the people of the 

— nor take their daughters for 1 ſons. 

| This I mention, to ſhew when people have 
23 to the Fear of God, and live 

w careful they are of their off- 

e and acting contrary to God's com- 
mand, in ſuffering their children to join in 
marriage with the Gentiles, or with ſuch as 
live not in the Fear of the Lord; being ſen- 
ſible that it is the bleſſing of God, which 
renders ſuch a ſtate comfortable; and they 
that are ſo Joined, do enjoy God's favour, 
and peace with him; and that is only known, 
- > aaa of, * living in dhe Fear of 
And when Fane” is an ating contrary, * 
out of the Fear of God by any who know it, 
very bad conſequences, great loſs, croſs, and 
diſap ver often happen, and no true 
com enjoyed by ſuch : for we find, when 
Nehemiah! returned unto. Jeruſalem, he faw | 
that which greatly grieved him, viz, that 
Jews had married wives of Aſhdod, of Am- 
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mon, and of Moab : and their children fpake 

' half inthe ſpeech of Aſhdod, and could not 

hea in the Jews language; but Nr 0 
age of each people. 

And he made them engage; thar they ſhould 
dot give their daughters to their ſons, or take 
© | their daughters for their ſons, or for them- 

1 ſelves. And he finding that one of the ſons 

of-Joiada, the ſon of Eliaſhib, the high prieſt, 
ſon- in-law unto Sanballat, the Horomite, and 

Eliaſhib, who was related to Tobiah, not- 
withſtanding their office, | broke the com- 

mand of God, and joined in dee X e wĩth the 

enemies of bis people, and troublers of If. 
rael: then did zealous Nehemiah caſt out 
the houſhold ſtuff of Tobiah, out of the 
chamber that was in the court of the houſe of 
the Lord, which Eliaſnib had prepared for 

Tobiah, and be chaſed Joiada from him, 

Fo becauſe they had defiled the prieſthood, and 

the covenant of the prieſthood, and the 

Lerites. E 

This was the zeal as; Nehemidhe: and no 
doubt but. the Lord heard and anſwered his 
rayer, who thus feared God, and was zea- 

us for the law, for the houſe of God, and 
fas: Jeruſalem, 125 God did remember _ 

__ _ | 
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Concerning Jon .. 


T HE. character that the Lord pe of 


this man, was, That there was none 


him in the earth, a perfect and an 


« upright man, one that feared God, and 5 | 


ce eſchewed evil.“ 

This man, ſpeaking of che Fear of the 
Lord, ſaid, Behold, the Fear of the Lord, 
« that is wiſdom, and to depart from evil, 
<« that is underſtanding.” And, indeed, he 
lived in this fear, was ſo endowed with both, 
that when it pleaſed the Lord, who had given 
him great riches and plenty; ſo that he was 
the greateſt of all 5 men of the Eaſt: 
and had alſo ſons and daughters, for whom his 
care was great; for when they had been feaſt- 
ing, he ſent to. ſanctify them, and roſe up 


ceeaxly in the morning, and offered burnt-offer- 


ings according to the number of them all, 
ſaying, It may be that my ſons have ſinned, | 
« and curſed God in their hearts.“ Yet 

when the Lord ſuffered this man to be be- 
reaved of all his children and ſubſtance, he 
was ſo wiſe and underſtanding, by living in 
the Fear of God, (an evident token of wiſ- 
dom) that he conſidered it was the Lord who 
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gave him ſons, daughters, and great ſubſtance, 
and that he was the ſovereign Lord of the 
whole earth, and that it was right for him to 

do whatſoever he pleaſed with his own, and 
that none ought to ſay unto him, What 
doſt thou: or to repine, murmur, or be 
diſcontented at what he ſuffers to come upon 
them. 

And . being ſo wiſe and winder 
ſtanding, by living i in the Fear of the Lord, 
he ſaid, upon receiving the tidings of the 
- loſs of his children ** — % Naked 
came I out of my mother's womb, and 
naked ſhall I return thither. The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away, 
<« blefſed be the name of the Lord. In all 
this Job ſinned not, nor Charged God fool- 

cc iſhly . b 75 | 

Oh, how excellent is the Fear of God; an} 
that wiſdom which comes thereby, and the 
underſtanding that, by living therein, and de- 
parting from iniquity, is obtained. 

Oh that all were but rightly ſenſible, that 
it is both the duty of young and old, of every 
rank and degree, to live in the Fear of the 
Lord, the great God; becauſe thereby they 
will be kept humble, and thankful in 
ſperity; and have wiſdom and v0 ws 
how to order their affairs with diſcretion, — 
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all other things to God's honour, their o.]·C 
comfort, and the good of their fellow-crea- 
tures; ſo as not to abuſe, or miſuſe any of 
them, nor ſpend them upon their evil luſts, 
as too many do, to their on hurt, and great 
ſhame, the more is the pity, that any ſnould 
be fo void of wifdom, conſideration and un- 
derſtanding, for want of their fearing the Lord, 
which would preſerve them out of ſuch things, 
make them more wife, confiderate, and un- 
derſtanding, and would teach them to live ing 
and to love what is good, and not to follow 
thoſe things that bring ruin, miſery, and 
deſtruction upon them, and many times 
upon their families, and everlaſting miſery 
upon their ſouls. | 7 , 
But this good man Job, who feared the 
Lord in his proſperity, —_— in it in his 
exerciſes and afflictions, was preſerved in pa- 
tience, and out of murmuring, and could, 
with ſatisfaction, ſay to his friends, If I 
„have with-held the poor from their defire, 
or have cauſed the eyes of the widow to 
© fail: or have eaten my morſel myſelf alone, 
ce and the fatherleſs have not eaten thereof. 
If I have ſeen any periſh for want of 
„ cloathing, or any poor without covering. 
«« —If I have made gold my hope, or have 
<« ſaid to the fine gold, Thou art my con- 
< fidence*®.—If I rejoiced at the deſtruction 
© Job xx. 16, 17, 19, 24. 
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of him that hated me, or lift up myſelf 
«when evil found him*.” And * adds, 
Neither have I ſuffered my mouth tp ſin, 
« by wiſhing a curſe to his ſoul “.' | 
Theſe things, I ſay, with many other, this 
man, who feared God in his proſperity, 
could remember with comfort in his adver- 
tity; but if people, who fear not God in 
their health and proſperity, come, or are 
brought under weakneſs, affliction and ad- 
verſity, then their unmindfulneſs of the poor, 
fatherleſs and widows, their covetous prac- 
tices, .their love of gold, and their valuing 
themſelves, becauſe they enjoyed abundafice 
of it, and rejoicing at the deſtruction of thoſe. 
who teſtified againſt them, or hated them, 
and wiſhing a curſe to their ſouls, and their 
miſ- ſpending their time, their oppreſſing the 
poor, or being vicious; with many other of 
their evil practices are oftentimes brought to 
their remembrance: and they ſpeak of them 
then with ſorrow, and the remembrance of 
them is bitter: and they then are ready to 
deſpond, and have little ſtrength to withſtand 
temptations, which they meet with in their 
adverſity, becauſe they feared not God in their 
proſperity. | 
But Job, when tempted by his wife to 
curſe God, ſhe ſaying umo him, Doſt thou 
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« {till retain thine integrity? Curfe God, and 
0 die,” he anſwered, © Thou ſpeakeſt as one 
aof the fooliſh women ſpeakeſt; what, ſhall 
Ve receive good at the hand of God, and 
ce ſhall we not receive evil? In all this did not 
Job fin with his lips”. ',” For he wiſely con- 
ſidered, it is man's duty to ſubmit to God, 

who is the wiſe diſpoſer of all things, and or- 

derer of us, and of all his creature. 

And when his three friends heard of all 
the trouble and affliction that was come upon 
Job, they came to mourn with him, and to 
comfort him, and they ſat down with him 
upon the ground ſeven days and ſeven nights, 
and none of them ſpake a word unto him. A 
long ſilence. And Job after opened his 
mouth, and ſaid, The thing which I 
Th greatly feared is come. unto. me. I was 
C not in ſafety, neither had I reſt, neither was 
J quiet, yet trouble came.“ 

No we may obſerve from what is ſaid be- 
tore, what Job greatly feared, and was not in 
ſafety, neither had reſt, was, becauſe his chil- 
dren, in their feaſting, and ſpending that ſub- 
ſtance which God had bleſſed Job with, 

which no doubt he knew was to honour God 
with, leaſt they ſhould ſin, and curſe God in 
their hearts, he continually ſent. to ſanctify 
them, and roſe early. and offered burnt- 
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Offerings according to the number of all his 
children, ſaying as before, It may be my 
„ ſons have ſinned, and curſed God in their 
t hearts; for this good man, who feared 
God and eſchewed evil, was ſenſible no doubt 
how buſy Satan was, to draw young people 
(whoſe parents enjoyed great riches) in their 
teaſting and jollity, (in eating, and drinking 
wine) into fin, and forgetfulneſs of God, and 
to curſe him in their hearts: this was Job's 
fear, and there is ground to conclude, they 
did offend God, becauſe it is ſaid, There 
« came a great wind from the wilderneſs, 
„and ſmote the four corners of the houſe, 
* and it fell upon the young men, and they 
* were dead.“ See what happened unto the 
feaſters, though the children of ſo good a 
man: and as Job greatly feared, when they 
were living, they ſhould in their feaſting and 
drinking wine, fin againit God. And after 
his children came unto this end, and his 
friends came to mourn with him, and to com- 
fort him, and they had ſat ſeven days and 
ſeven nights in ſilence, as before ſaid, then he 
broke it, ſaying, The thing which I greatly 
e feared is come upon me, and that which 1 
* was afraid of, is come unto me.“ 

But Eliphaz, his friend, was ready to charge 
him, or to ſuggeſt, as if he, who had in- 
ſtructed many, and © ſtrengthened the weak 
hands, whoſe words had upholden him that 
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% was falling, and had ſtrengthened the 
c feeble knees, that his fear was his con- 
„ fidence, his hope, and the uprightneſs of 
„ his ways.” And adds, „ For wrath 
“ killeth the fooliſh man, and envy ſlayeth 
the filly one. — His children are far ow 
« ſafety, and they are cruſhed in the gate, 
neither is there any to deliver them. I, 
faith he, will ſeek unto God, and unto God 
* would I commit my cauſe*;” as if Job 


had not done ſo. 


This was one of Job's miſerable comfort- 
ers, who did not ſpeak right things of Job; 
though he ſet forth ſome of Job's excellen- 
cies, he miſtook. the cauſe of his fear, and 
repreſents him fooliſh and filly, and he ſug- 
_ gelts, (as he miſapprehended him to be) was 
the cauſe, that his children were far from 
ſafety, and were cruſhed in the gate, 'or de- 
ſtroyed, and there was none to deliver them: 
and inſinuates, that Job did not ſeek to 
« God, nor commit his cauſe to him.” 

Which was Eliphaz's great miſtake, for 
Job ſought the Lord, and was as the Lord 
{aid of him (who beſt knew him) a perfect 
and upright man, who feared God, and eſ- 
chewed evil; ſo that there was none like him 
in the earth; and was not fooliſh, but wile, 
and had a tender regard for his children, that 
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they might not ſin in their feaſting; and he 
ſought unto the Lord. And when the many 
forrowful tidings were brought, he ſubmit- 
fively- and wiſely ſaid, conſidering that it was 
the Lord that had given him what he had: 
and therefore he ſaid, as before, Naked 
came I out of my mother's womb, and 
* naked ſhall I return thitherꝰ (that is, to the 
earth, the common mother of all) “the Lord 
9 * and the Lord taketh away, bleſſed 
8 the name of the Lord; in all this Job 
e finned not, neither was fooliſh,” filly, nor 
unmindful to ſeek God, nor to acknowledge 
his ſovereignty. F 
And when Eliphaz had done ſpeaking, Job 
{aid, To him that is afflicted, pity ſhould be 
* ſhewn from his friend, but he forſaketh 
the Fear of the Almighty. My brethren 
have dealt deceitfully, as a brook, and as 
the ſtreams of brooks they paſs away *.— 
* Did I,” replied Job, © ſay bring unto me, 
or give a reward for me of your ſubſtance. 
« How forcible are right words. But what 
* doth: your arguing reprove.— Is there ini- 
* quity in my tongue, cannot my taſte diſ- 
++ cern. perverſe things ©.” 
Oh! how wiſe and ſenfible was this man 
that feared God, and how wonderfully was he 
Preſerved, as he kept therein; and what pa- 
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tience was he endued with, though his-friends 
were miſtaken in him, as to think he did not 
ſeek unto God betimes, and eſteemed him an 
hypocrite. 

For Bildad, When he anſwered Job, ſaid, 
« It thy children have ſinned againſt the Lord, 
c and he hath caſt them away for their tranſ. 

„ greſſion, if thou wilt ſeek unto God be- 
„times, and make thy ſupplication to the 
« Almighty, if thou wert pure and upright, 
% ſurely now he would awake for thee, and 
“ make the habitation of thy righteouſneſs 
“ proſperous; though thy beginning was 
« i{mall, yet thy latter end ſhould greatly in- 
66 creaſe,” But, faith Bildad, „the hypo- 
« crite ſhall periſh,” 

But, if Job had been an hypocrite, the 
Lord would not have called him his ſervant, 
or been angry with his friends, ©* becauſe 
ce they ſpake not the things that was right 
« of Job,” Again, Bildad goes on, and 
faith to Job, © Behold God will not caſt 

*-away a perfect man, neither will he mp 
T the evil doers *.“ 

Thus Bildad would ſuggeſt that Job was 
not a perfect man, though God ſaid he was, 
and would render Job an evil doer, though 
the Lord ſaid, „he feared God, and eſ- 
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By this it may be obſerved, wiſe men (or 
thoſe eſteemed ſo) are often miſtaken con- 
I} cerning thoſe that fear God, when affliction is 
| upon them, But Job, when he anſwered Bil- 
dad, faid of God, Behold he taketh away, 
« who will ſay unto him, what doſt thou“?“ 
Thus Job ſpeaks in fear and humility; and 
further ſaith; «© If I be wicked, woe unto me, 
and if I be righteous, yet will not I lift up 
«© my head; I am full of confuſion, therefore 
« ſee thou mine affliction *.” 2H 
Then Zophar, one of Job's miſerable com- 
forters, with more warmth, than truth or ten- 
derneſs, anſwered Job, ſaying, Should thy 
« lies make men hold their peace, let not 
« wickedneſs dwell in thy tabernacle?.” 
So that Zophar ſeems to have rendered Job a 
Liar, and wicked, but he feared God, and was 
not ſuch an one as Zophar repreſented him. 
And Job keeping therein, had wiſdom, and 
thus anſwered in meekneſs, ſaying, J am as 
one mocked of his neighbour, who called 
cc upon God, and he anſwered him; the juſt 
„ upright man is laughed to ſcorn, — but he 
« knew what the hand of the Lord had 
&« wrought, and that therein was the ſoul of 
ce every living thing, and the breath of all 
< mankind. — What ye know, the ſame do I 
„ know alſo, I am not inferior to you. But 
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* ye are forgers of lies, ye are all phyſicians 
Us Ks no value. O that you would altogether 
« hold your peace, and it ſhould be your 
* wiſdom—will you ſpeak wickedly for God, 
«© and talk deceitfully for him—he ſhall be 
* my ſalvation, for an hypocrite ſhall not 
come before him 3,” 

Thus Job kept in the Fear of God, and 
held his faith and confidence in him, though 
he ſmartly reprehended his friends. But Eli- 
phaz ſeems. greatly moved, and anſwered, ſay- 
1ng, * Thy mouth uttereth thine iniquity, 
and thou chooſeſt the tongue of thecratty*,”? 

To which, Job replies, I have heard 
« many ſuch: things, ——— comforters are 
ye all, ſhall vain words have an end? or 
«what emboldeneth thee that thouanſwereſt? 
& I alſo could ſpeak as ye do, if your foul 
«© were in my ſoul's ſtead; I could heap up 
« words againſt you, and ſhake mine head ar 
you. But I would ftrengthen you with 
% my mouth, and the moving of my lips 
« ſhould aſſuage your grief.“ 

Mark, though Job's face was foul with 
weeping, yet keeping in the Fear of God, he 
ſaid, „It was not for any injuſtice in his 
ts hands, and, that his prayer was pure.” 
And he added, My witnels is in heaven, and 


* 
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* 1 record is on high.” And he truly fie, 


„The righteous ſhall hold on his way, and 


*< he that hath clean hands, ſhall be ſtronger 


ce and ſtronger. But as for you all, do you 


return, and come now, for I cannot find one 
wiſe man among you!.“ 


Then Bildad anſwered, Whkrefore are 
We counted as beaſts, and reputed vile in 
your ſight. The light of the wicked ſhall 
be put out, and 22. PRE of his fire ſhall 


„ not ſhine.” 


And ſo proceeds to tell what ſhall come'on 
the wicked, or on ſuch who fear not God 
and concludes ſuch is the dwelling of the 
wicked, and this is the place of them that 
know not God. Hereby ſuggeſting Job to 
be of the number of the wicked, who Knew 
not God, nor feared him. 

But Job replied, < How long will ye vex 
* myſoul, and break me in pieces with words? 
— Theſe ten times have ye reproached me, 
* you are not aſhamed that you make your- 
« ſelves ſtrange to me. —All my inward 
friends abhorred me, and thoſe whom I 
« loved, are turned againſt me.—Ye ſhould 
«ay, Why perſecute we him, ſeeing the 
5 root of the matter is found in him *.” 

Then Zophar anſwered, and ſaid, © I have 
c heard the check of my reproach, 'and the 
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e ſpirit of my underſtanding cauſeth me to 
« anſwer; and he ſaid, The triumphing of 
+ the wicked is ſhort, and the joy of the 
% hypocrite but for a moment “.“ 3 
Thus Job's friends words were notable, 


but unduly applied to him, for he was not 
wicked, nor an hypocrite, but a man that 


feared God, and eſchewed evil, and was per- 
fect and upright, as God himſelf declared; 
ſo they greatly miſſed the matter, and Job 
knew it, and therefore replied, ſaying, Hear 
«diligently my ſpeech, and let this be your 
% conlolations, ſuffer me that I may ſpeak, 
and after that I have ſpoken, mock on*. 
«© As for me” (faith poor afflicted Job) © is 
« my complaint to man? and if it were ſo, 
« why ſhould not my ſpirit be troubled ?”? 
And then Job, ſetting forth the ſtate of the 
wicked, he ſhewed how contrary it was to him, 
they being out of the Fear of God, ah their 


days in wealth, they take the timbrel, and 


harp, and rejoice at the ſound of the organ ; 
but, ſaith he, The counſel of the wicked 
c is far from me.” Yet Job's friends ren- 
dered him ſuch an one; which made him ſay, 


« How then comfort ye me in vain, ſeeing in 


„ your anſwers there remaineth falſehood?.” 


Then Eliphaz, whom Job before had re- 


proved, faith in anſwer to Job, Is not thy 
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er wickedneſs great, and thine iniquities in- 
«* finite, for thou haſt taken a pledge from 
« thy brother for naught, and ſtripped the 


© naked of their cloathing ; thou haſt not 


« given water to the weary to drink, and 
c thou haft with-holden bread from the 
e hungry — thou haſt ſent widows away 
% empty, and the arms of the fatherleſs have 
ce been broken. Therefore ſnares are round 
ce about thee, and ſudden fear troubleth 
r 

But Job replied, © The Lord knoweth the 
« way that I take, when he hath tried me, I 
&« ſhall come forth as gold *.” 

Oh! the great faith and confidence this 
man who feared God, had in him; how ex- 
cellent is it to live in the Fear of God! for 
ſuch as abide therein, in proſperity and ad- 
verſity, the Lord is with them, and endues 
them with wiſdom, and patience, and en- 
creaſes their faith and confidence in him, and 


' preſerves and delivers them out of all their 


troubles, that do as Job did; who declares, 
«© My feet held his ſteps,” his way, that is, 
ce the way of the Lord, have I kept, and not 
ce declined, neither have ! gone back from 


„ the commandments of his lips; I have 


& eſteemed the words of his mourh more 
ec than my neceſſary food *.” | 
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This: ſhews he was not of thoſe that rebel 


againſt the light, he knew the ways thereof, 
and abode in the paths thereof; and ſaid, 
1 If it be not ſo, who will make me a liar, 
«< and make my ſpeech nothing worth? 
For Job knew he was clear of thoſe things 
that were falfly ſuggeſted againſt him by his 
friends. | | 
And then Bildad anſwered, ſaying, © How 
*« can man be juſtified with God ? or how 
« can he be clean, that is born of a 


« woman s?“ 


. 


By which, Bildad inſinuates as if Job was 
not clean, but rather wicked; and one, as 


he had ſaid before, that knew not God. 


But Job replied, . All the while my breath 


ee is in me, and the ſpirit of God is in my 
© noſtrils, my lips ſhall not ſpeak wickedneſs, 
* nor my tongue utter deceit ; God forbid 


e that I ſhould juſtify you, till I die I will 
8c 


c of the Lord, that is wiſdom, and to 
«© depart from evil, is underſtanding.” 
And Job adds, in contradiction unto w 
Eliphaz had ſaid, „I delivered the poor that 
. *© cried, and the tatherlels, and him chat had 
<< none to help him: the bleſſing of him that 


not remove my integrity from me. And 
the Lord ſaid unto Job, „ Behold, the Fear 


«© was ready to periſh, came upon me, and 


- 
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ce I cauſed the widow's heart to ſing for joy. 
J was a father to the poor, and the cauſe 
«© which I knew not, I ſearched out; unto 
1 <« me men gave ear, and waited and kept 
1 « filence at my counſel. But now they that 
VT are younger than me, have me in deriſion 
i * AI am their ſong, yea I am their by-word, 
nl * they abhor me, they flee from me, they 


E ſpare not to ſpit in my face. 
| . ' Theſe were thoſe that feared not God, nor 
regarded him that did; but evilly entreat- 
ed him, when affliction was upon him. 
Though Job, contrariwiſe, © wept-for him 
« that was in trouble, and his ſout was 
grieved for the poor f.“ Thus was this 
man exerciſed that feared God; and he ſaid, 
% J made a covenant with mine eyes, why 
* then ſhould 1 think upon a maid ?—Is not 
«© deftruftion to the wicked, and a ſtrange 
$ << puniſhment to the workers of iniquity ? 
l 1 Devi -be God” (faid this man that feared 
him) © ſee my ways, and count all my ſteps, 
« If my ſtep hath turned out of the way, 
4 and mine heart walked after mine eyes, 
and if any blot hath cleaved to my hands, 
then let me ſow, and another eat; yea, let 
my offspring be rooted out, if my heart 
* hath been deceived by a woman; or if T 
e e ee 
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have laid wait at my neighbour's door, 
then let my wife grind unto another, for 
this is a heinous crime, yea, it is an ini- 
quity to be puniſhed by the judges, for 
it is a fire that conſumeth to deſtruction, 
and would root out all my encreaſe.—If I 
deſpiſe the cauſe of my man-ſervant, or of 


my maid- ſervant, when they contended 


with me.—If I with-held the poor from 


their deſire, or have cauſed the eye of the 


widow to fail, or have eaten my morſel 
alone, and the fatherleſs have not eaten 
thereof.—If I have ſeen any periſh for 


want of cloathing, or any poor without 


covering. —lf I have made of my hope, 
thou art my 


was great, and becauſe my hand had gotten 
much. —If I have rejoiced at the deſtruc- 


tion of him that hated me, or lift up myſelf 


when evil found him, or have ſuffered my 
mouth to ſin, by wiſhing a curſe to his ſoul, 
—The ſtranger did not lodge in the ſtreet, 
but I opened my doors to the traveller s.“ 
The words of Job are ended, and his three 


friends. ceaſed to anſwer him. 


Then young.Elihu, when he ſaw theme was 


no anſwer in the mouth of theſe three men, 


* Job xxxi. 1, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, 19, 
20, 25, 29, 30, 32. 


L 2 though 


L 124 
though they had condemned Job, ſaid, 
Great men are not always wiſe, neither do 
> o_ — underſtand judgment *.” 
yet this L man miſſed, in charg- 


ing Fog Toke red God, with going in 
„company with the workers of iniquity, and 
% walking with wicked men :” and faith, 
Job “ hath ſpoken without knowledge, and 
that he added rebellion to his ſin—and 
dc that he had choſen iniquity rather than af- 
« flidtion i.“ 

Now though this young man reproved 
Job's three friends, becauſe there was no an- 
ſwer in their mouth, becauſe they had con- 
demned Job; he alſo went too far in his 
charge againſt Job; as appears both by the 
character + God had given of Job, and the _— 
ſing he after beſtowed upon him: but poo 
Job bore his reflections, and after Elihu's 8 

rid diſcourſe, and cenſures of Job, &c. the 
Lord, who knew his integrity, and who had 
given teſtimony of him, ke then ſpeaketh to 
Job, and declares his mighty works; fays, 
© Who is this that darkens counſels by 
% words without knowledge 

Then Job, in fear and humility, anfwertt] 
the Lord, and faid, ©: Behold 1 am vile, 
« what ſhall I anſwer thee, Iwill lay my hand 


Job . 9. Job xxxiv. 8, 35, 3) Job 
AAN. 2. | hes ier 


upon 
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e upon my mouth, ance have I ſpoken, but 
„I. Vill not anſwer, yea, twice, but I will 
proceed no farther.“ Ts one the Lord 
proceeds. to ſet forth his wer and 
wildom-z and. Job an{w: nt again 
in fear and in humility, and ſaid, I know 
that thou canſt do every thing, and that no 
« thought can be withholden from thee.— 
© Wherefore L abhor my Jelf, and repent in 
+. duſt, and aſhes. 

And when the Lord had ſpoken. unto Job, 
— ſaid} to Eliphaz, My wrath is kindled 
4, againſt thee,- and againſt thy two friends, 
* for ye have not ſpoken of me the thing 
that is right, ag my ſervant Job hath . 
Obſerve, the Lord calls Job, who feared him, 
his ſervant, and commands Job's friends to 
take a burnt- offering, and tells them, My 
+. ſervant Job ſhall pray for you, for him 1 
-« will accept. {Mark} the Lord accepts 
the man who-tears-him, and does that which - 
is right im his fight; and tells Job's friends 
the reaſon why they ſhould go to Job, laying, 
'« Left I deal with you after your folly, in 
that ye have not ſpoken of me the thing 
„ which-ts right, like my ſervant Job.“ 
And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, 
when he prayed for his friends, and accepted 
| him, and the Lord gave Job twice as * 


| 1 Job li, 7. | 
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„ as he had before, and bleſſed the latter 


e end of Job more than his be beginning ge; 


.not only with great ſubſtance, but with ſeven 
ſons and three daughters: and after this, 
Job lived one hundred and forty years, and 
ſa his ſons, and his ſons ſons, even four 
— 80 Job died, 2 en 8 and full 
of days. 

I have been the more "RE: and particulitr 
with reſpe& to Job, that all may conſider 
how excellent a thing it is to fear God, and 


live therein; and alſo how ſuch are ſu ort- 


ed and carried through their exerciſes and 
afflictions, that the Lord many times is 
pleaſed to ſuffer them to meet with, in tis 
world, who love and fear him; „But the 


„ wicked,” as David ſaid, © are not - _— 


** ble as other men, neither are they 5 0 

*© ke other men. But the Land d them 
don into deſtruction, they are brought 
« into deſolation, as in a moment, they are 
** urterly en ann dh ah 
— en ee errno 


CHAP. XXII | 
Concerning 1.41 


HIS evangelical prophet, was greatly 
filled with the ſpirit of the Lord, and 
botaly teſtified in his name againft the peo- 
ple, whom God had made choice of to place 


* Job xlii. 10, 12. * Pſalm badi. 5. 
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his name among, for their forlaking the 
Lord, and provoking the Holy One of 11- 
raeb unto anger, by departing from his Fear, 
-and'/gbing into evil doing, though they re- 
tainecdt an out ward ſhew of religion, brought 
a multitude of ſacrifices unto the Lord, and 
Hilled him with burnt-offerings, and the 
fat of fed beaſts, and with the bloed of 
bullocks, and brought incenſe unto him, 
pretended to obſerve the new moons, and to 
_ keep the ſabbaths, held their aſſemblies, and 
their ſolemn meeting, yet having departed 
from the Fear of God, they became a ſin- 
ful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a 
red of evil doers, children that are cor- 
, rupters. Therefore the Lord ſaid unto 
theſe evil doers, Bring no more vain ob- 
* lations, incenſe is an abomination unto me, 
et the new moons and ſabbath, the calling of 
cc aſſemblies I cannot away with, it is ini- 
© quity, even the folemn meeting; your new 
* moons, and appointed ꝗfraſts my ſoul hat- 
e eth, they are a trouble to me, I am weary 
& to bear them. And when ye ſpread fort 
<<, your hands, I will hide mine eyes from 
ec you; yea, when ye make many prayers, 1 
will not hear you, your hands are full of 
« blood; for they feared: not God: thete- 
fore this holy | prophet ſaid to this pepple, 


ah i. © » Kaiabi, (+1! - 
| “ Sanckify 
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« Sanctify the Lord of hoſts himfelf, 2 
*« let him be your fear 
He alſo plainly told them what wonkd come 
upon them who feared not God, notwithſtand- 
ing their pretence of ſerving him, if they lived 
out of, and continued to refuſe, his Fear, and 
rebel againſt him, „e, ſaid he, “ ſhall be 
e devoured with the ſword, the mouth of the 
Lord hath ſpoken it; for, ſaith the Lord, 
the Lord of Hoſts” (concerning theſe evil 
doers that feared not him, but by their wick 
ed works were enemies to him) „ the Mighty 
% one of Iſrael, I will eaſe me of mine adverſa- 
, ries, and avenge me of mine enemies“. And 
ſo will the Lord do now unto all who love, 
and live in, evil doing, and do not repent, and 
turn therefrom unto him, “ he will puniſn 
e them with an everlaſting deſtruction from 
the preſence of the Lord, and from the 
* glory of his power. 
This terre alſo, pin e Chriſt, 
- faith; „There ſhall come forth a rod out of 
the ſtem of Jeſſe, and a branch ſnall grow 
| A out of his root; and the ſpirit of the Lord 
% ſhall reſt upon him; the ſpirit of wiſdom 
„ and underſtanding, the ſpirit of counſel 
and might, the ſpirit of knowledge, and of 
the Fear of the Lord; and ſhall make him 
of quick underſtanding i in the Fear of the 


e Ifaiah vii, 13. 4 Iſaiah i. 40, . 2 Theſ. i. 9 
Funn Ak | | _ Lord; 
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4; Lord; and he ſhall not judge after the 
ht of his eyes, neither reprove after the 
90 2 of his ears, but with righteouſneſs 
<< ſhall he judge the poor, and reprove with 
* equity, for the meek of the earth. And 
ce he ſhall ſmite the earth with the rod of his 
* mouth, and with the breath of his lips 
i 2 he ſlay the wicked *; but the ſtrong 
ople“ (who fear God) ſaid he, „ ſhall 
„ lot him: the city of the terrible na- 
ce tions, as Iſaiah ab, « ſhall fear him, 
whoſe counſels of old are faithtulneſs and 
truth: and he will be a ſtrength to the poor, 
and to the needy in their diſtreſs. Read the 
chapter: through, and confider the glory of 
the goſpel-day, propheſied of by chi Gabe 
prophet : for “ then ſhall people ſanctity the 
Lord's name, and ſanctify the Holy One of 

Jacob, and ſhall fear 1 God 91 Iſrael: 
« and they alſo that erred in ſpirit ſhall come 
ce to underſtanding, and they that murmur- 
<< ed ſhall learn doctrine? But woe will be 
to them who fear not God. The,rebellious 
e Children, ſaith the Lord, that take coun- 
« ſel, and not of me; and that cover with a 
« covering, but not of my ſpirit, that they 

«may add fin to fin*.” 

Therefore let all, who deſire to * the 
children of God, and to be the inhabitants of 


f Tſaiah xi. 5 Iſaiah xxv. 3. Iſaiah xxix. 21, 23. 
4 Iſaiah XXX. I, ä Sj 
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Sion, fear the Lord, and depart from evil; 
which is an abomination in the ſight of the 


Lord, * who is exalted, and dwelleth on high, 


and hath filled Zion with judgment and 
<' righteouſneſs, and wifdom and knowledge 
„ ſhall be the ſtability of Zion's times, and 
e ſtrength of ſalvation; the Fear of the 


« Lord is his treaſure *.? “ | 
And theſe who live in the Fear of the Lord, 


who © walk righteouſly, and ſpeak uprightly, 
«that deſpiſe the gain of oppreſſion, that 
ſhake their hands from holding of bribes, 
that ſtop their ears from hearing of blood, 


«© that ſhut their eyes from ſeeing of evil >? 
It is theſe ſhall “ dwell on high:““ and 
« their place of defence ſhall be the muni- 


tion of rocks, bread fhall be given them, 
ec their waters ſhall be ſure. Their eyes ſhall 
«ſee the King in his beauty: they ſhall be- 
-« hold the Land that is very far off. They 
„ ſhall look upon Zion, the city of the 
4s ſaints ſolemnities : their eyes ſhall ſee je- 
„ rufalem a quiet habitation, | a tabernacte 
„ that ſhall not be taken down, not one of 
„the ſtakes thereof ſhall ever be removed, 


4 


* 


neither ſhall any of the cords thereof be 
© Broken. But there the glorious Lord will 


be unto them” (who fear him) © a place of 
broad rivers and ſtreams; wherein ſhall go no 


s 07 4 
9 | « galley 
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<< galley with oars, neither ſhall gallant ſhips 


<<, paſs thereby. For the Lord will be their 
judge, their lawgiver, their king, and will 
„ ſave them, who always fear him ':” and 
they ſhall come to experience what is pro- 
miſed in Iſaiah xxxv. Read that chapter 
through, and conſider it is only thoſe who 
love and fear God, and live therein, who 
have a right thereto : it is not to them, whoſe 
fear towards God, proceeds not from their 
love to him, but is taught by the precepts 
of men. They in that ſtate have no right 
to thoſe promiſes. 

But they who love and live in the Fear of 
God, [mark] it is thoſe that he will help; 
yea, he will uphold them with the right 
« hand of his righteouſneſs, and all they 
ce that are incenſed againſt them ſhall be 
% aſhamed and confounded, they ſhall be as 
« nothing; and they that ſtrive with them 
« ſhall periſh, —For the Lord their God will 
„ hold their right hand, and will fay unto 
« them, Fear not, I will help thee: for,” 
Taid this prophet, who is among you that 
<« feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of 
« his ſervant : let him truſt in the name of 
e the Lord, and ſtay upon his God“. 


© 1 Iſaiah xxx, 15 to 13. * Iſaiah xl. 10, i. 
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"35 therefore that all may ſanctify the name 


of the Lord, and fear 8 God of the whole | 


earth, and truſt in him, and obey his voice, 
and do his will whilſt they are in this world, 
by the help and affiſtance of his good Spirit, 
that it may be well with them in the world 
that 1 is to come. 


—— — * * 1 a. * 
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. 
Concerning JEREMIAH, 


HIS prophet was the ſon of Hilkiah, 

of the prieſts which were in Anathoth, 

in the land of Benjamin, whom the Lord 
ſanctified and ordained to be a prophet unto 

the nations, and put his words in his mouth. 

And he boldly teſtified againſt backſliding 


. Iſrael, and complained that they had“ com- 


c 1 two great evils, in that they had 
„ forſaken the 8 of living water, and 
« had hewed them out ciſterns, broken 
« ciſterns that can hold no water.” Saying, - 
« Know therefore and ſee, that it is an evil 
te thing and bitter that thou haſt forſaken the 
Lord thy God, and that my Fear is not 
ce in thee, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts“.“ 
Thus it is evident, when any go from the 
F car of God, and live not therein, they fore 


fer. i. v Jer. ii. 13, 19. 


ſake 
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ſake the Lord; and when his Fear is not in 
them, they forget him days without number, 
and become as Iſrael; grievous revolters, 
walking with ſlander, and become like re- 

robate ſilver, becauſe they have rejected the 
d, and departed from his Fear, and ſay 
not in their heart, Let us now fear the 
«© Lord our God, that giveth rain, both the 
re former and the latter in his ſeaſon, and 
c reſerveth unto us the appointed weeks of 
« harveſt, their iniquities having turned away 
c theſe things from them, and their fins have 
% withholden good-things from them.“ 
But if any, who have departed from the 
Fear of the Lord, return again, and live and 
walk therein, the Lord will cleanſe them from 
all their iniquity, whereby they have ſinned 
and tranſgreſſed againſt him, and will © re- 
«« veal to them abundance of peace and 
* truth, and they ſhall come to fear and 
ce tremble, for all the goodneſs, and for alt 
* the proſperity that the Lord will procure 
to them ©,” | 
Oh therefore, Let all conſider the benefit 
and bleſſing there is to thoſe who fear God ; 
which is both the duty and intereſt of all, 
and 1s the only way to prevent deſolation and 
deſtruction from coming upon them, and to 
have the Lord hear their voice, and be near 


© Jer. xxxiil, 9, 
M to 
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to them in the time of trouble, as this holy 
Prophet did experience. See in his Lamenta- 
tions, where he ſaith to the Lord. Thou 
< haſt heard my voice, hide not thy ear at 
< my breathing, at my c Thon dreweſt 
«© near in the day I call upon thee, thou 
« ſaidſt, Fear not *.” 

And all who fear God, and abide therein, 
the Lord will hear them in the time of trou- 
ble, and be near to help and deliver them: 


for he ſees their wrong, and will judge their 
cauſe. 


CH Ap. XXV. 
Concerning EZEKIEL. 


E alſo was a holy prophet of God, and 

propheſied of the deſtruction of Jeru- 

Halem, though at a great diſtance from it, be- 
ing carried away into Chaldea, by Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon, who in the thirtieth 
year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of 
he month, when he was among the captives, 
by the river of Chebar, he ſaw the viſions of 
Cod, which was the fifth day of the monti, 
in the fifth year of king Jehoiachim's cap- 
zivity*; and the word of the Lord came ex- 
. preſly unto Ezekiel the prieſt, the ſon of 


4 Lam. iii. 55, 57. Ezek. i. 5 ; 
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Buzi, who was ſent by the Lord to propheſy 
againſt a rebellious nation, the children of 
Irael, who had departed from the Lord, and 
- from his Fear, and had violated his law, and 
ran into grievous and groſs idolatry, and were 
become 1mpudent children, as thoſe who re- 
ject the Fear of God are. Let all therefore 
be careful they be not like them, as too many 
now are; who notwithſtanding they preſume 
to call God their father, and profeſs themſelves 
to be his people, and that it is their duty to 
fear God®; yet they will not fear him, nor 
hearken to the ſervants of the Lord, no more 
than thoſe impudent heard-hearted pore 
22 unto the Lord, or his prophet in that 

aps | is 
But notwithſtanding, the ſervants of God 
are now to do their duty, and to warn ſuch, 
to turn from their wicked ways, that they 
may be clear of their blood; though they 
may have, as Ezekiel had, bands put upon 
them, and by confinement, prevented from 
going out among them. | 

And Ezekiel told that people in the word 
of the Lord, That he would bring a ſword 
upon them, and would deſtroy their high 
iy 567 5 and that their altars ſhould be de- 
s folate, and their images broken.“ 
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Let therefore thoſe people now who fear 


not God, but live in wickedneſs, and yet 
have their high places, their altars, and their 
images, conſider this, and leave off their 
idolatry, and amend their ways, and learn to 
fear God, and depart from evil, leſt God, who- 


Changeth not, bring the like deſtruction on 


them, and on their high places, altars, and 
hey come to fall by the 
* ſword, famine, and peſtilence ; when the 


Lord ſhall judge them according to their 


% ways, and recompenſe them all their 


e abominations*.” For ſurely the day of 


trouble is now near, that the Lord will pour 
out his fury, and accompliſh his anger on the 
impudent, the wicked, and the idolaters, 
though they may profeſs and talk of God, and 
of Chriſt, he will judge them according to 
their ways, and  recompenſe them for all 
their abominations; and his eye will not 
fpare, neither will he have pity, that they may 
know he is the Lord that ſmiteth them. _ 

Oh!] that people would conſider this, is 
my hearty and ſincere defire ; and that many 
may come to mourn, every one for his ini- 
quity, and that the ſtumbling-block of their 


iniquity may be removed. 


But with lamentation I ſay, as there were, 
in Ezekiel's days, men who deviſed miſchief, 


1 
N Ezek vil, 


and 


f ES: 
and gave wicked counſel, and ſaid that the! 
day of deſtruction was not near*. But as the 
Lord then knew the things which came into 
their minds, every one of them, ſo he doth 
now, and all they who live not in his Fear, 
but continue in their evil doings, and go on 
preſumptuouſly, he will deſtroy; but thoſe 
who fear him, and amend their ways, and 
turn from their evil, the Lord will be a ſanc- 
tuary unto them. Oh! that all may haſten. 
thereunto. w 

This prophet, Ezekiel, was alſo command 
ed to propheſy againſt the fooliſh prophets; 
who followed their own ſpirits, and Had ſeen 
nothing; whom he compared to the foxes: it 
the deſert, that ſee vanity, and lying divina- 
tion, and made others to hope that they would 
confirm their word:; therefore the Lord was 
againſt them, becauſe they ſeduced the people, 
and faid peace, as many do now to the 
ple, who are wicked, as thoſe were, to whom 
there was no peace. See that chapter through, 
as alſo chap. 33. 3 1 

He alſo propheſied againſt the elders of Iſ- 
rael, Samaria, and Sodom, whoſe iniquity was 
pride, fulneſs of bread, and abundance of 
idleneſs, and who did not ſtrengthen the hand 
of the poor and needy; and alſo againſt Egypt, 
Moab, and Mount Seir, and all Idumea, and 


ek. xi. 
M 3 cho 
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the Philiſtines, and againſt Tyrus, and the 
Aſfyrians; and he declared the word of the 
Lord againſt thoſe who came unto him, and 
fate © before him to hear his words, but 
_ <<. would not do them, but with their mouths 
« made jeſts*,” and whoſe hearts went af- 
ter their covetouſneſs, for they feared not God. 
And this prophet did not propheſy only 
againſt the people aforeſaid, and declare the 
judgments. of God that would come upon 
them, but he propheſied the bringing again of 
the people of Iſrael out of their captivity, 
and that Gog and Magog ſhould fight againſt 
them, but ſhould be e and the city 
and temple ſhould be reſtored, and that the 
Lord would ſanctify his great name, which 
was polluted among the heathen, that they 
ſhould know that he was the Lord, when he 
ſhould be ſanctified in the people of Iſrael, 
before the eyes of the heathen; and that he 
would pour clean water upon them, and 
they ſhould be clean; and that he would give 
a new heart to them, and put a new ſpirit 
within them, and cauſe them to walk in his 
ſtatutes, and to keep his commandments, and 
to do them®, as is the duty and practice of all 
Who live in the Fear of God. Oh! that all 


may come ſo to do, and then they will be 
bleſſed and happy. | | 


b Ezek. xv. 
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Gi A il. 
Concerning DA NIE T. 


HIS holy prophet was a contemporary 
with Ezekiel, and a captive with him in 
Babylon; who in the third year of the reign 
of Jehoiakim king of Judah, was carried 
away from Jeruſalem, by Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, who ſpake unto Aſhpenaz, 
the maſter of the eunuchs, that he ſhould 
bring certain of the children of Iſrael, and of 
the king's ſeed, and of the princes, children 
in whom there was no blemiſh, but well 
favoured, and ſkilled in all wiſdom, and cun- 
ning in knowledge, and in underſtanding 
ſcience, and ſuch that had ability in them to 
ſtand in the king's palace, and whom they 
might teach the learning and the language of 
the Chaldeans; among whom was Daniel“: by 
which it appears he was of the ſeed of the 
kings, or of the princes of Judah. He was 
now named Belteſhazzar; who, as he feared 
God,, purpoſed in his heart, that he would 
not defile himſelf with the portion of the 
king's meat, nor with the wine which he 
drank. Now God had, by his providence, 
brought Daniel into favour; he gave him 
knowledge, and ſkill in all learning, in 


* Dan. i. 
| viſions 
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viſions and in dreams, and in all matters of 
wiſdom and underſtanding, that the king: 
enquired of Daniel, Hananiah, Miſhael, and 
Azariah, becauſe he found them ten times 
better than all the magicians and aſtrologers 
that were in all his realm, for they feared the 
Lord, and he endued them witk great wiſ- 
dom and underſtanding, and made known his 
ſecrets unto them; as is evident, by their tell- 
ing and interpreting king Nebuchadnezzar's 
and Belſhazzar's dreams. | . 
And in the time of Darius, the king, who 
fucceeded Belſhazzar, Daniel was made by -— 
Darius chief preſident, becauſe an excellent 
ſpirit was found in him; and the king 
thought to ſet him over the whole realm; 
but this his exaltation was envied by the 
other preſidents, princes and courtiers, as: 
great ee are apt to be, and they ſought 
occaſion againſt him concerning the king- 
dom, but could find none, but concerning 
the law of his God; which they quickly did, 
by getting a royal ſtatute and a firm decree. 
made, That whoſoever ſhould aſk a petition 
of any God or man for thirty days, ſave of 
the king, he ſhould be caſt into the den of 
lions; which decree they got the king to 
eſtabliſn, and to ſign. Now, notwithſtandin 
Daniel knew this, as he was a man who feared | 
God, and knew his power, and the duty that 
he owed to him : he, with his windows open 

e towards 
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towards Jerufalem, kneeled upon his knees, 
no leſs than three times a day, and prayed 
and gave thanks unto his God, as he did afore- 
time. He could not ſatisfy his conſcience 
with neglect of his duty, or with doing it 
privately, though for the ſpace of but thirty 
days, knowing it was his duty to pray to God 
daily, and to give him thanks 25 his mer- 
cies received; and to pray to him every day, 
without whoſe providence he could not live 
one hour or minute, that the Lord might keep 
and preſerve him. ö 
Thus, I fay, Daniel not declining the pub- 
lick ſervice of his God, continued in the 
courſe of his duty, of praying, praiſing, and 
of giving thanks unto God. He was no oc- 
caſional conformiſt, for he did as afore- time: 
and it is plain, theſe wicked informers con- 
cluded that he would not decline his duty to 
God, to ſave his life, for he knew God was 
able to preſerve and deliver him. 1 
So the informers aſſembled, and found 
Daniel praying and making ſupplication be- 
fore his God. And then they went to the 
king, and gave information againſt Daniel, 
and told the king of the decree he had ſigned, 
and he ſaid it is true. Then anſwered they, 
and ſaid, Daniel, who is of tlie captivity of 
Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the 
decree that thou haſt ſigned, but maketh his 
petitions three times a day. And though the 


King 
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FEW was diſpleaſed with himſelf, TROY no 
doubt with them, and would have. delivered 
Daniel, yet the informers ſo urged the law, 
that Daniel was caſt into the den of lions: 
but the king believed, and ſaid to Dan iel, 
'Thy God, whom thou ſerveſt continually, 
will deliver thee; which he did, for inno- 
| cency was found in him, and to the king he 
. had done no hurt. But when the informers 
were caſt therein, they were ſoon deſtroyed. 
Oh! that all who are preferred to high 
places might ſo live, and behave themſelves, 
that. no more fault nor error might be found 
in them than there was in Daniel, in the diſ- 
charge of their places, then would they not 
need to fear what any could info againſt 
them, any more than Daniel did; though | 
ſome might ſeek occaſion againſt them, as 5 
they did againſt Daniel, to get a royal . 
and a firm decree made, yet ſuch, informers 
might meet with the like reward as they did 
from him they gave information unto,. and 
may ſuffer by his command, to whom infor- 
mation was given. But to return: after this, 
king Darius made a decree, that in every do- 
minion of his kingdom, men ſhould tremble 
and fear before the God of Daniel, for he is 
the living God, and ſteadfaſt for ever, and 
his dominion is that which ſhall not be de- 
| ſtroyed, and his dominion ſhall be even to 
1 * end. | | 
Oh! 


1 143 J 

Oh! that all peeple in every nation would 
come to fear before the great God; that as 

Daniel was, they might come to be greatl 
beloved of God; for this is the day of which 
Daniel ſaid, many ſhall be purified, and made 
white; and thoſe who truly fear God, and live 
therein, they ſhall be wiſe, and ſhine as, the 
brightneſs of the firmament ; and they that 
turn many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for. 
ever and ever : but the wicked,- who fear not 
God, ſhall do wickedly, and be turned into 
hell, and none of them ſhall underſtand ; 
but the wiſe, who fear God, ſhall underſtand, 
and inherit glory, 1 1 
And we have another evident proof of 
God's great care over them who truly love, 
fear, and faithfully ſerve him; and of the 
miraculous deliverance of ſuch, when the 
rage and fury of thoſe who are great and high 
in power, is great againſt them who fear 
God, becauſe they will not bow to their way, 
and to their worſhip, as they do, and com- 
mand. As in the caſe of Nebuchadnezzar, 
who had confeſſed of a truth, that the God of 
Daniel, and of Shadrach, Meſhach and Abed- 
nego, was a God of gods, and a Lord of 
kings. Yet this Nebuchadnezzar, who made 
this confeſſion, when the informers came to 
him, and ſaid, There are certain men that thou 
haſt ſet over the affairs of the province of 
Babylon, Shadrach, Meſhach, and Aae 
theie 


ä 
theſe men, O king ! have not regarded thee, 
for they ſerve not thy gods, nor worſhip the 
golden image which thou haſt ſet up. Then 
in a rage the king calls for them, and tells 
them, if they would not fall down and wor- 
ſhip the image that he had made, ye ſhall be 
ol, the ſame hour, into the midſt of the 
burning fiery furnace, and who is that God 
that will deliver you out of my hands? To 
which the three children might have anſwered 
him, that thou haſt confeſſed, of a truth, 
that our God is a God of gods, and a Lord 
of kings (whom we ſerve and fear) which all 

ought to obey. | 2 
Note, Nebuchadnezzar, notwithſtanding 
his ample confeſſion, that the God of Daniel, 
Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, was a 
God of gods, and a Lord of kings, yet he 
would compel them to conformity. But 
they ſaid, We are not careful to anſwer thee 
in this matter; if it be ſo, our God (ſaid theſe 
men) whom we ſerve, is able to deliver us 
from the burning fiery furnace; and he will 
deliver us out of thy hand, O king. But if not, 
be it known to thee, O king, that we will not 
ſerve thy gods, nor worſhip the golden image 
which thou haſt ſet up. 

A noble anſwer; ſhewing, that as they 
feared God, they neither feared nor regarded 
the king's threats, nor his burning fiery fur- 
nace; none of which could make theſe men, 
who feared the Lord, break the law of God, 


nor 
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nor worſhip nor bow to the image he had ſet 
up. But too many there are now, the more 
is the pity, that are ſo far blinded and enſlav- 
ed by Satan, (the great promoter of images 
and image-worſhip) that they will bow to 2 
ſtock, ſtone, or picture, ſo little regard have 
they to the fear and ſervice of the true and 
ning. 0 

But to return to Nebuchadnezzar, as he 
began in rage to ſpeak to them, ſo hearing 
their anſwer, his fury was great, and the very 
form of his viſage was changed againſt theſe 
three men; and he commanded the furnace to 
be heated ſeven times hotter than it was wont 
to be heated, and the moſt mighty men of 
his army were to bind them, and caſt them in; 
and tliey who caſt them in were ſlain by the 
flame . Obſerve. the judgment of God on 
them. But Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed- 
nego, fell down bound in the midſt of the 
burning fiery furnace. 1 | 

Then king Nebuchadnezzar was aſtoniſhed, 
ſeeing four men looſe, walking in the midſt of 


the fire, who had no hurt, and the form of the _ 


fourth, he ſaid, was like the Son of God. 
Then Nebuchadnezzar came as near as he 
could to the mouth of the fiery burning fur- 
nace, and ſaid, · Ye ſervants of the moſt high 
God, come forth ;” then Shadrach, Me- 


» Dan, il. 


N ſhach, 
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mach, and Abednego came forth out 4 of the 


midſt of the fire; for as they feared and be- 


lieved in God, and were faithful unto him, fo 


they were miraculouſly preſerved, and deliver- 


ed, and the princes, governors, captains, and 


the king's counſellors ſaw them, upon whoſe 


bodies the fire had no power, nor was a hair 


af their head ſinged, neither were their coats 
8 nor had the {mell deg fire paſſed on 
them, 
Then Nebuchadnezzar, at that time, ſaid, 


<< Blefſed be the God of Shadrach, Meſhach, 


and Abednego, who has ſent his angel, and 
4 delivered his ſervants, who truſted in him, 
and hath changed the king's word, and 
e yielded their bodies, that they might not 
<< ſerve nor worſhip any god, except their own 
God:“ he was now thankful, nn they 


continued faithful. 


And he made a decree, © that every people, 


& nation, and language, which ſpake any thing 


* amiſs againſt the God of Shadrach, Meſhach, 
and Abednego, ſhould be cut in pieces, and 
their houſes ſhould be made a dunghill, be- 
e cauſe there is no other god who can deliver 
r after this ſort; and he promoted theſe three 
men in the province of Babylon.” 

Yet, this king, Nebuchadnezzar, being ex- 


alted in pride, ſaid, afterwards, Is not this 


greatBabylon, which I have built for the 
Houſe of the OSS, by the might of my 


power, 
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power, and for the honour of my majefty ;- 
yet he was made to know that the heavens do- 
rule; and, although he was high, and great, 
there was one higher and greater than he, 
and than all the kings of the earth, the moſt 
high God, who ruleth in the — — of 
men, and appointeth over it whomſoever he 
will. And Nebuchadnezzar was made to 


_confeſs that his dominion is an everlaſting, 


dominion, and his kingdom is from genera- 
tion to generation; and that all the inhabi- 
tants of the earth are reputed as nothing, and 


he doth according to his will, in the armies of 


heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth, and none can ſtay his hand, nor ſay to 


him, What doſt thou? — all whoſe works are 


truth, and his ways judgment, and thoſe who 


walk in pride, he is able to abaſe. 


Oh! therefore that all the kings and peo- 


ple on the earth, eſpecially ſuch who profeſs 


the Chriſtian religion, would always fear and 
dread before the great and Almighty God, 
and not ſin e by being lifted up in 
pride, nor by forcing any to worſhip in their 


way, at. their command,. or by doing that 


which is evil in his ſight, or forgetting that 
they are his creatures, and muſt be account- 
able to him, how great ſoever they may be, 
or neglecting the mercies and benefits which 
he daily affords them; for he will moſt cer- 

. tainly 


8 . 
tainly puniſh them if they ſo do, with an ever- 
laſting deſtruction, which they cannot any 
ways eſcape, if they continue to the end, to 
ſpend their days in pride and wickedneſs, out 
of his Fear, then moſt certainly they will ne- 
ver be able to enjoy his favour in their death, 
nor be happy in the world that is to come. 
And when God had humbled Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and his ſon, Belſhazzar, who knew all 
this, yet did not humble himſelf, when he 
came unto the kingdom, but lifted up him- 
ſelf againft the Lord God, in whoſe hand his 
breath was, and who knew all his ways, and 
did not fear nor glorify God : but when he 
faw part of the hand which wrote upon the 
wall of his palace, his countenance was 
changed, and his thoughts troubled him, 
* ſo that the joints of his loins were looſed, 
and his knees ſmote one againſt another ;” 
though he could not read the writing, nor 
know the interpretation thereof, horror ſeiz- 
ed him, who acknowledged that he had 
Heard the ſpirit of the gods was in Daniel, 
and that light and underſtanding, and an ex- 
cellent ſpirit was found in Daniel, who had 
told the king the interpretation of what was 
written, viz. That his kingdom was finiſhed, 
and divided, and he was found wanting, and 
in that night he was ſlain. 8 | 
Oh! that all people who are feaſting, drink- 
ing wine, and have their concubines, and are 
5. curling, 
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curſing, ſwearing; and that all thoſe poor 
miſerable miſers, and covetous people, who 
are making their gold and filver their gods, 
and are praiſing them, and hoarding their 
riches, and bleſſing and praiſing themſelves. 
in their covetouſneſs, which is idolatry ; 
and ſaying, they are not given to, nor do not 
exerciſe themſelves in feaſting and drinking 
wine; — but why is it? Anſwer, Not becauſe 
they fear God, or refrain from principle, 
but becauſe they love their money. Oh! 
that ſuch would learn to fear God, and to be 
ſober, juſt, and righteous, moderate, liberal, 
and generous to the poor and needy, and to 
honour God with their ' ſubſtance, and with 
the firſt fruits of all their increaſe, and do 

d and communicate; and do not forget 
or neglect that, for with ſuch ſacrifice God 
is well pleaſed, and with thoſe who do ſo, 
from a principle in them; for if not, when 
they are welghed in the balance of 'the 
ſanctuary, they will be found wanting (as 
. Belſhazzar was) and be deprived of peace, 
and the bleſſing of God here, and of his 
kingdom hereafter, — 


; md 
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HAF. III. 
' Concerning the Prophets: Hosza, Jozr, 
_ Amos, OBaDian, Mican, Narum, Ha- 
- BaKKuk, HaGea!, ZicHaRian, MALA- 


enn, who feared the Lord, and * his 
Fern to others. 


FOSEA, the firſt of theſe holy rophets 
1 of the Lord, was the ſon P Perri; 
he propheſied in the days of Uzziah, Jo- 
tham, and Ahaz, kings f Judah; and in 
che days of Jereboam, Gon of Joaſh, King of 
Uirael, as is computed about ſeventy years, 
and pronounced ſeveral judgments againſt 
Ikract*, who had forſaken the Fear of the 
Lord, and his ſervice, and were gone from 
the Lord, and run. into groſs idolatry, and 
did. not conſider that it was the Lord who 

ye her, i. e. Iſrael, her corn, her wine, 
and oil, and multip lied her ſilver and gold, 
which they p — for Baal. Therefore 
1 will return, ſaid the Lord, and take 
« away my corn and wine, and recover my 
Wool and flax, and will diſcover her na- 
'«« kedneſs in the ſight of her lovers, and 


% none ſhall deliver them out of my hand.“ 
But when the Lord threatened theſe judg- 
ments, and told them that © they ſhould re- 


* Hoſca d. Hoſea ii. 


„main 


1 5 
« main many days without a king, without 
4 prince, without an offering,” which 


came to paſs upon them, becauſe they were 


ſo greatly degenerated, that there was no 
& truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God 
© in the land; for by ſwearing, and lying, 
« and killing, and ſtealing, and committin 
« adultery, and blood touching blood. 
Yet the promiſes of God upon their return 
unto his Fear and ſervice, were fulfilled to 
them in the Lord's time, who had ſaid, 
e they ſhall return, and ſeek the Lord their 
 « God, and David their king, and ſhall fear 
« the Lord and his goodneſs in the laſt 
% days.” | WP: ; bf 
Oh! that all revolters from the Lord, and 
from his ſervice, might return, and come to 
fear God, though they have been as Iſrael 
was, for a time without a king, becauſe 
they feared not God; yet the Lord will, ac- 
cording to his promiſe, heal their back. 
te flidings, and love them freely, and his 
« anger he will turn away, and be, as he 
« ſaid he will be, as the dew upon Iſrael; 
« and he ſhall grow up as the lily, and caft 
« forth his roots as Lebanon.“ And they 
who return unto his Fear and ſervice (though 
they may, by departing from it, loſe truth, 
mercy, and the knowledge of God) come 


© Hoſea iv, * Hoſea xiv. 4, 3. 
_ 


ſp 


to revive as the corn, and grow as the vine, 
the ſcent whereof may be as the wine of 
Lebanon. +BY. EGO 

% Who is wiſe, and he ſhall underſtand 
ee theſe things, prudent, and he ſhall know 
% them; for the ways of the Lord are right, 
„ and the juſt ſhall walk in them, but the 
c tranſgreſſor ſhall fall therein.” And all 
thoſe who forſake the Fear of the Lord, ſhall 
loſe his tavour; but thoſe who truly repent, 
and return, ſhall be bleſſed. | 


* 


JOEL, the prophet of the Lord, was 
the ſon of Pethuel*; he ſaid to the people 
who feared not the Lord, © Awake, ye 
« drunkards, and weep and howl, and ye 
« drinkers of wine; lament ye prieſts, mi- 
«© niſters of the altar, for the day of the 
e Lord is at hand, and as a deſtruction from 
ee the Almighty ſhall it come.“ Blow the 
« rhe trumpet in Zion, ſound an alarm in 
« my holy mountain; let all the inhabitants 

4 the land tremble, for the day of the 
« Lord cometh, for it is nigh at hand.“ 
« Therefore now. faith the Lord, Turn ye 
« even unto me with all your heart, and 
«with faſting, and with weeping, and with 
« mourning, and rend your hearts, and not 
«© your garments, and turn unto the Lord 


v Joel i. 5. | od Ver. 13. 7 Joel ii. 1. | 
«« your. 
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« your God, for he is gracious and merci- 
« ful, flow to anger, and of great kindneſs, 
« and. repenteth him of evil.*” And the 


| prophet adviſes them to ſanctify a faſt, and 


call a ſolemn afſembly. This prophet pro- 
pheſied alſo in Iſrael, and declared what 
ſhould come to paſs in the latter day, viz. 
That the Lord ſhould pour forth his Spi- 
ce rit upon all fleſh, and that his ſons and 
* daughters ſhould propheſy ; ; that old men 
«© ſhould dream dreams, and young men 
„ ſhould ſee viſions; and alfo upon the ſer- 
« vants, and the hand-maids in thoſe days, 
ee the Lord will pour out his Spirit.“ 

And this is that day wherein this propheſy 
is fulfilled, and all who mind, receive, and 
obey his Spirit, and believe in the Lord, are 
taught to love and fear God, and are helped 
thereby to depart from evil, and to do good, 
ſhall live for evermore; but thoſe who grieve 
it, and continue in rebellion againſt it, ſhall 
never enter into God's kingdom, that ſtands 
in righteouſneſs, joy, peace, and: in his Holy 
Spirit. 


AMOS the prophet was contemporary 
with Hoſea, and was among the herdſmen 
of Tekoa, and propheſied in the days of 
Uzziah, * of judah, and Jereboam', king 


i Joel ii. 12. * Ch. ii. 29. Jeroboam. the IId. 
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of Ifrael. He propheſied againſt Damaſcus 
Edom, Syria, Gor Ekron, Tyrus, Moab» 
and the remnant of the Philiſtines, ufing this 
phraſe: For three tranſgreſſions, and for 
four, I will not turn away the puniſhment 
cc thereof. > | 
He alſo uſed the ſame phraſe in his pro- 
pheſies againſt Judah, and Iſrael, and re- 
membered them how the Lord © deſtroyed 
the Amorite before them, whoſe height 
« was like the height of the cedar, and was 
© ſtrong as the oaks, when he brought them 
* out of Egypt;”” ſaying at the command 
and in the name of the Lord unto them 
(who once knew and feared God) © You - 
% only have I known of all the families of 
ce the earth, therefore will I puniſh you for 
* all your iniquities.“ Some of which were, 
their © oppreſſing the poor, and cruſhing 
te the needy; ſaying, bring, and let us 
% drink.” And although the Lord had 
given them cleanneſs of teeth in all their 
cities, and want of bread in all their places, 
yet they returned not- unto the Lord and 
though he ſmote them with blaſting, and 
with mildew, and ſent among them the peſ- 
tilence, and flew their young men with the 
{word, yet they returned not unto the Lord, 
they feared not him, they did not conſider 


I Amos ii. 4. Ver. 9. * Chap. iv. 3, 6. 
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nor amend their ways, nor put away the evil 
of their doings from before his eyes. There- 
fore this prophet, though a ſhepherd, in a 

lofty and elegant ſtile, lets them know, al- 
though they were ſo wicked and rebellious, 
that God was near to them, and ſhewed 
them their thoughts, and diſcovered their 
evil ways to them, though they regarded 
him not, he therefore calls upon them to 
Prepare to meet their God, O Iſrael. For 
© Jo, he that formeth the mountains, and 
e createth the winds, and declareth unto 
man what is his thought; that maketh the 
« morning darkneſs, and treads upon the 
„high places of the earth, the Lord, the 
„ God of Hoſts is his name; and faith, 
« Seek the Lord, and ye ſhall live, ye who 
turn judgment to wormwooed, and leave 
off righteouſneſs in the earth.” Theſe 
were, as many now are, gone from the Fear 
of the Lord, and did not ſeek him: there- 
fore let all now, as the prophet exhorted. 
Seek him that maketh the ſeven ſtars and 
« Orion, and turneth the ſhadow of death 
« into the morning, and maketh the da 
„dark with night, that calleth for the wa- 
<< ters of the ſea, and poureth them upon 
« the face of the earth. The Lord is his 
RAE.” ; 


* 


Amos iy. 13. 


But 


nin TI ET" IT. 7 — — 


— , 


SEN £1856 } 

But that people did (as too many do now) 
hate them who rebuke in the gate, and ab- 
hor them who ſpeak uprightly. And there- 
fore all ſuch, who live out of the Fear of 
the Lord, though they call him Lord, and 
pretend to ſerve him, and to hold aſſemblies, 
ſing, and have muſick therein, the Lord 
hates and deſpiſes them, as he did thoſe in 
that day. Read Amos v. 21, 22, 23. 85 

Oh! that all might conſider this, and fear 
the Lord, and live therein, that judgment 
might run down as waters, and righteouſneſs 
as à mighty ſtream. e , fg 
And that none now, as in this prophet's 
days, may © be at eaſe in Sion,” nor truſt, 
and remain in a profeſſion of God, or of 
the Chriſtian religion, and live out of the 
Fear of God; for certainly * wo is to all 
« ſuch,” and to them who © put far away 
„ the evil day, and cauſe the ſeat of vio- 
% Jence to come near, who eat the lambs 
*« out of the flock, and the calves out of 
ec the midſt of the ſtall; that chaunt at the. 
«© ſound of the viol,*” and drink wine to 
exceſs; for the Lord God of Hoſts certainly 


'abhors ſuch profeſſors, and hates ſuch evil 
practices. | 


But as this prophet in that day was evilly 
treated by the prieſts of Bethel, which was 


* Amos vi. 3 * 5 6. 5 
Rk called 
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called the houſe of God, ſo many of 'the 
ſervants of the Lord, by the prieſts. (of 
theſe places, which now many call the houſe 
of God) have been in this day: for as this 
prophet was informed againſt by Amaziah 
the prieſt, to King Jeroboam, that he had 
conſpired againſt him in the midſt of the 
houf: of Iſrael, and that the land was not 
able to bear all his words; and therefore he 

adviſed the prophet to leave the land, and 
to go and propheſy in Judah, but not at 
Bethel, it was the king's court or Os 

And many of the prieſts aforeſaid informed, 
and complained againſt the ſervants of the 
Lord in this our day, that their words could 
not be borne ; and have not only bid them 
leave the land, but have incenſed the govern» 
ment ſo againſt them, that they have ba- 
niſhed them from the land of their nativity, 
from their tender wives and children; claw: 
as Amos told the prieſt, ſo the ſervants of 
the Lord have told both prieſts and people, 
that the Lord ſent them.” 

And the Lord hath in this day, as in that; 
not forgotten their works, but hath ſent his 
judgments, and executed them upon ' thoſe 
who rejected him, and his ſervants (though 
theſe themſelves pretended to be the ſervants 
of God, and to be miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, 
yet their ways and works have declared the 
contrary; and * they were, as all ſuch 
' will 
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will be, puniſhed.) For though the wicked, 
who fear not God, dig into hell, or climb 

up into heaven, the Lord's hand will take 
them, and he will bring them down, And 
46 vill ſet mine eyes, ſaith the Lord, * 
2 them for evil, and not for good. | 


And OBADTAH in his viſion 3 
ſies againſt Edom, * the pride of whoſe heart 
99 had deceived her; who exalted herſelf as 
an eagle; that he would deſtroy the 
wiſe men out of Edom, and the underſtand- 
ing out of the mount of Eſau, for his vio- 
lence againſt his brother, and for his look- 
ing on in the time of his trouble, and re- 
Joicing over Judah in the day of his deſtruc- 
tion, and ſpeaking proudly in the day of 
his diſtreſs, and laying hands on their ſub- 
ſtance in the day of their calamity, and 
ſanding in the croſs-way to cut off thoſe 
who did eſcape, and delivered up thoſe whe 
remained in 5 day of diſtreſs. 

By which it appears how the Lord, who 
; taken pity on them that fear him, took no- 
tice and puniſhed both Judah, Iſrael, and 
Edom, when they departed from his F ear, 
and were not compaſſionate, nor pititul, bur 
hard-hearted, and cruel the one to the other: 
as alſo thoſe who go from the Fear of God 
are now. 
* 4 Amos ix. Obad. i. 
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_JONAH was the fon of Amittai,. and 
was ſent of God, to propheſy againſt the 
great city Nineveh (for their wickedneſs) 
in which were more than “ one hundred and 
twenty thouſand perſons, who could. not diſ- 
cern between their right hand and their 
left, and, much cattle.*” But Jonah not be- 

ing willing to go, fled to Tarſhiſh, and em- 
barked in a ſhip at Joppa; but. the Lord 
ſent a mighty tempeſt in the fea,. and the 
mariners were afraid: and Jonah was aſleep, 
but the ſhip-maſter awoke him, and bid him 
call upon his God, that they might not pe- 
riſh, and ſaid, ** Come; let us caſt lots, to 
* know for whoſe cauſe this is come upon 
* us;” and the lot fell upon Jonah: and 
when they examined his VE arr coun- 
try, and people, he anſwered, © I am a. 
Hebrew, and I fear the God of heaven, 
4 who hath made the ſea, and the dry land.” 
Then were the men exceedingly afraid, when 
he alſo told them, he fled. from-the preſence 
of that God who made the ſea and dry land, 
and ſaid unto Jonah, What ſhall we do- 
to thee, that the ſea may be calm. to us?“ 
Jonah readily paſſed ſentence on himſelf, 
knowing what he had done, ſaying, Take 
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me up, and caſt me forth into the ſea, ita 
* and it ſhall be calm unto you.” For he 
knew that tempeſt was for his ſake: never- 
theleſs the men were unwilling to perform 
and execute this ſentence upon Jonah, but 
rowed to get to land, and cried unto the 
Lord, and beſought him they might not pe- 
riſh, and that innocent blood might not be 
laid upon them: then they caſt Jonah into 
the ſea, and it ceaſed raging. And the men 
feared the Lord exceedingly, and offered a 
Jacrifice' unto the Lord, and made vows: 
and the Lord prepared a great fiſh to ſwallow 
Jonah. . | 
From whence it is obſervable, how the 
Lord preſerves thoſe who fear him, and it is 
2 great encouragement. to. all to fear God, 
who can, and will deliver thoſe who ſo do, 
out of their greateſt trouble, and hear them 
when they cry unto him in their affliction, 
But they who obſerve lying vanities, forſake 
their own mercies, for CAvation is of the 
Lord, who hath compaſſion on them who 
fear him, and believe on him, and turn from 
their evil way, and from violence that is in 
their hands. And he had compaſſion on 
Nineveh, and on the people therein, when 
they believed God, and turned from their 
evil way. Oh that all might do ſo, who are 
now found in evil ways 
+l ; MICAH 
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MICAH the prophet was a Moraſthite, 
to whom the word of the Lord came in the 
days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings 
of Judah, and he propheſied againſt Sama- 
ria and againſt Jeruſalem, who were departed: 
from the Fear of the Lord, and gone into 
idolatry. And he pronounced wo to them 
who deviſe iniquity, and work evil upon 
their beds; and when the morning 1s light” 
they practiſe it, becauſe it is in the power of 
their hands; and againſt them who coyet 
fields, and take them by violence; and 
houſes, and take them away: ſo that they 
oppreſs a man and. his houſe; even. a man 
and his heritage: and againſt thoſe who-ſaid 
to the prophets, © Prophely ye not.” To 
them he called, Hear, I pray you, ye 
heads of Jacob, and the princes of. the 
« houſe of Iſrael, who hate the good, and 
« love the evil; and who, ſhould have 
known judgment. And- unto the prophets, 
who. were departed from the Fear of God, 
who made the people to err, who did bite 
with their teeth, and cried peace; and he 
that putteth not into their mouths, they even 
Prepare war againſt him. Againſt theſe. he 
teſtified. ty A ; 

And he was full of power by the. Spirit 
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of the Lord, and told them their ſeers ſnould 
be aſhamed, and their diviners con- 
founded, &c, ſaying, Hear this, I pray 
„you, ye heads of the houſe of Jacob, 
„ and princes of the houſe of Iſrael, that 
„ abhor judgment, and pervert all equity; 
«whoſe heads judge for reward, and whoſe 
„ prieſts teach for hire, and prophets divine 
for money, and ſay, Is not the Lord 
* among us, no evil can come upon us.*” 
He told them, © the treaſures of wicked- 
«neſs was in the houſe of the wicked, and 
«the : ſcant meaſure, that was an abomina- 
tion, and the wicked balances, and the 
e bag of deceitful weights; and the rich 
„ men thereof were full of violence, and 
« the inhabitants ſpoke lyes, and their tongue 
was deceitful in their mouths. The good 
man was periſhed, and there was none 
upright among them.” They laid wait 
for blood, and they hunted every man his 
brother with a net. That they might do evil 
with both hands earneſtly, the prince aſketh, 
and the judge afketh for a reward, and the 
t man uttereth his miſchievous deſire. 
. And this prophet teſtifieth, the beſt of them 
were. as a brier, and the moſt upright ſharp- 
er than a thorn hedge: and declared the 
Lord's controverſy with them, and that he 


10 would 
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would plead with them, and caſt them down 
and deliver them to the ſword. 
Oh the miſerable and deplorable condition 
this people were in, who were departed from 
the Fear of God: which cauſed this holy pro- 
phet thus to declare againſt them. Kt 
Many people there are now, who profeſs 
God, and righteouſneſs, and ſay, the Lord 
is among them, and yet are found in many 
of the like evils. . | 
Therefore how greatly needful, and abſo- 
lutely neceſſary is it, for all ſuch to turn: to 
the lord, and live, that they may be pre- 
ſerved out of thoſe evils, and eſcape the juſt 
judgment of God, that he will moſt cer- 
* tainly bring upon all thoſe who diſregard 
him, and his Fear, and negle& to do the 
good the Lord ſhews them, or to anſwer 
what he requires of them; which is, to do 
juſtly, love mercy, and 'walk humbly with 
him. For the Lord will not account them 
his, who profeſs him, and yet do wickedly: 
nor thoſe who are rich, and full of violence, 
and ſpeak lyes, and whoſe tongue is deceit- 
ful in their mouths : but the Lord will moſt 
certainly judge and ſmite them, and make 
them deſolate, becauſe of their ſins; as this 
rophet declared concerning Jeruſalem and 
Marla. | 41% 
Yet to thoſe people, in thoſe days it was 
promiſed that Chriſt ſhould come, and ſhould 
| wa 
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be born in Bethlehem Ephratah, though 
but little among the thouſands of Judah, 
that from thence he ſhould come; that ſhould 
be ruler in Iſrael: whoſe goings forth have 
been from of old, from everlaſting; and that 
he ſhould be great to the ends of the earth; 
and that he ſhould' be ſmitten in the cheek, 
and be their peace; and that his hand ſhould' 
be lifted up upon his adverſaries, and all his 
enemies ſhould be cut off, and the mountain 
of the houſe of the Lord ſhould be eſta- 
bliſned in the top of the mountains, and 
mould be exalted above the hills; and the 
people ſhould flow to it, and he would teach. 
them of his ways, and they ſhould- walk in 
his paths; and that nation ſhould not lift up 
ſword againſt nation, neither ſhould they 
learn war any more; but ſhould fit every: 


man under his vine, and under his fig- tree: 


but thoſe then, who continued in their 
wickedneſs, and were full of vioience, ſpoke 
lyes, and whoſe tongues were filled with de- 
ceit, who laid wait for blood, and were for 
doing evil with both hands earneſtly, who 
judged for reward, and took bribes; the 
beſt of whom were as a brier, and the moſt 
upright ſharper than a thorn hedge; and 
were ſuch a people, that if -a man, walking 
in the ſpirit of falſhood, did lye, and fay, 
« ] will propheſy unto thee of wine, and 
« of ſtrong drink,” he was ready to be 
| choſen 
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choſen by them for their prophet. And are 
there not ſome like them now? Yet if they 
come to believe, and repent of their evils, 
and ceaſe from them, and learn the Fear of 
God, which is wiſdom, and to know Chriſt 
to teach them, and to rule in their hearts by 
faith, they may have the peace he gives, 
and he will litt up his hand againft their 
adverſaries, and all the enemies of their own 
houſe he will deſtroy, and exalt his light and 
truth in them, above all the mountains of 
their imaginations, and they ſhall come to 
walk in his paths, as they live in his Fear: 
and they ſhall commit no wickedneſs, nor 
ſpeak lyes, nor uſe deceit, nor exerciſe vio- 
lence, nor learn war : but as they live and 
walk in the Fear of God, they will love and 
ſerve. him, and one another, and will do 
juftly to all, and will love mercy, and walk 
humbly with the Lord, and will look unto 
him, and wait for the God of their ſalva- 
tion: and the Lord will be a light unto 
them, and they ſhall behold his righteouſ- 
neſs, and ſay, © Who is a God like unto 
* thee, who pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth 
* by tranſgreſſions, and retaineth not his 
<* anger for ever, becauſe he delighteth in 
© mercy.” 


' NAHUM the Elkomite, in his book 
of the burden of his viſion of Nineveh, 
. whoſe 
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whoſe abominations were great, and who 
kad multiplied her whoredoms as a well-fa- 
voured harlot, and became (not regarding 
the Fear of the Lord) the miſtreſs of witch- 
crafts, who had ſold. nations through her 
whoredoms,. and families through witch- 
crafts.* | 
This prophet propheſied, that the Lord. 
of Hoſts would lay her waſte; and that the 
fire ſhould devour her, and the ſword ſhould. 
cut her off. 

Let all therefore, who know the Fear of 
Soc, live in it: and all who have, by de- 
parting from the Fear of the Lord, gone 
into evil, return; or the Lord, the God of 
Hoſts, who changeth not, who is mighty in 
power, and ſtrong to execute judgment, will 
revenge in fury, and take vengeance of his- 
adverſaries, and execute his wrath upon his 
enemies, who fear not him: and woe will 
be unto them, for the Lord will be againſt 
them, and ſet them as a gazing-ſtock : and 
though they are merchants or nobles, the 


© Lord will bring them to the duſt, as he did 


thoſe of Nineveh for their wickedneſs, and 
diſregard to him, and to his Fear; for he is 
higher than the higheſt of them, and if they 
fear not him, nor work righteouſneſs, he 
will reject and puniſh them; and if they live 
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and die in their ſins, they ſhall never live 
with him, but for ever be excluded his 
kingdom, and have their portion in utter 
3 where there ſhall be weeping, and 
gnaſhing of teetn. 

HABAKKUK, the prophet of the Land, 
was one that propheſied againſt the children 
of Iſrael, who were departed from the Fear 
of God, that the Lord would raiſe the Chal- 
deans, that bitter and haſty nation, to poſſeſs. 
the dwelling-places that were not . theirs ; 
4 whoſe horſes,” he ſaith, are ſwifter than 
the leopards, and more fierce than the 
evening wolves; and that they ſhould ſcoff 
« at the kings, and that the princes ſhould 
« be a ſcorn to them, for they devoured 
«© them that were more righteous than them- 
«+. ſelves.?” And this holy prophet fearing 
God, and having a due regard to him, did 
„watch to ſee what the Lord would ſay to 
„ or in him; and the Lord bid him 
« write the viſion, and make it plain, that 
« he may run who readeth it; and told him 
cc it ſhould ſurely come.*” And he pro- 
pheſied alſo againſt the inſatiable covetouſ- 
neſs and cruelty of the Chaldeans, ſaying, 
«« Behold his foul that 1s lifted 12 is not 

If 


© upright in him, but the juſt ſha ive by 
. Haien. 
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And becauſe the Chaldeans tranſgreſſed 
by wine, and were proud, he pronounced 
« Wo to him that encreaſeth that which is 
* not his; and to him that coveteth an evil 
« covetouſneſs to his houſe, that he might 
c“ ſet his neſt on high. And he alſo pro- 
| nounced, «© Wo to him that builded a town 
„ with blood, and eſtabliſhed a city by ini- 
1 « quity; and that gave his neighbour drink, 
| © and put the bottle to him, and made him 
« drunken.“ And he cried againſt their 
idolatry, ſaying, Wo to him that faith to 
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ce the wood awake, and to the dumb ſtone 
© ariſe; and called all the earth to keep 
| | ce ſilence before the Lord in his holy tem- 
| ce ple: and prayed that God in the midſt 
« of his wrath would remember mercy.“ 
And he ſets forth the greatneſs and majeſty 
of God, and recounts his wonderful works, 
and declares his lips quivered, and he 
“ trembled in himſelf, that he might reſt in 
« the day of trouble, knowing the Lord 
would certainly puniſh the people who feared 
him not, but were found in pride, and were 
-drunken, and covetous, or bloody and idol- 
atrous, and lived in iniquity and tranſgreſ- 
ſion againſt God, and did neither truſt in 
nor regard him who provided for them, and 
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gave them all the good things they enjoyed: 
which diſregardful condition, thoſe who have 
no regard to the Fear of God, are generally 
found in; which many times provokes the 
Lord to deprive them thereof, that they 
might be brought to fear and truſt in the 


Lord, as this holy prophet declared he 


would do; ſaying, Although the fig · tree 
« ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be 
« jn the vines, the labour of the olive ſhall 
fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat, 
© the flock ſhall be cut off from the fold, 
and there ſhall be no herd in the ſtalls; 
« yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy 
«© in the God of my ſalvation.“ 

And all who would attain unto this hap- 
py and comfortable ſtate, wherein, whatever 
they meet with, they muſt not repine, nor 
diſtruſt; they muſt truly love, fear, and truſt 
in God, as this holy prophet did, and then 
they may © rejoice in the Lord, and joy in 
c the God of their ſalvation ; and know the 
«© Lord God to be their ſtrength, and to 
© make their feet like hinds feet, and to 
% walk upon high places.“ — 


ZEPHANIAH, the prophet, was the ſon 
of Cuſhi, the ſon of Gedaliah, the fon of 


Hab. iii. 17, 18. 8 Ver. 19. D 
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| Amariah, the ſon of Hizkiah, in the 


days of Joſiah the ſon of Amon, king of 
Judah.“ | 

The word of the Lord came to him, and 
he propheſied againſt Judah, That the 
255 * would utterly conſume all things 


* from off the land, and ftretch out his 


© hand upon Judah, and all the inhabitants 


<< of Jeruſalem, and I will cut off the rem- 


& nant of Baal from this place, and the 
# name of the Chemarims (or Black Coats) 
* with the prieſts, and thoſe that worſhipped 
* the hoſt of heaven, and that ſwear by the 
& Lord, and were turned from him, and 


. departed from his fear: and that he would 


ce ſearch Jeruſalem with candles, and puniſh 
©& the men that were ſettled on their lees, 
& and that ſaid in their hearts, the Lord 
& would not do good, neither would he do 
evil.“ And he exhorted all the meek 
£ of the earth, who had wrought his judg- 
« ment, to ſeek righteouſneſs and meek- 
* neſs;” telling them, © it may be ye ſhall 
« be hid in the day of the Lord's anger.“ 
But he declared Gaza ſhould be forſaken, 
cc and Aſhkelon a deſolation, and Ekron 
* ſhould be rooted out; and pronounced 
Wo to the inhabitants of the coaſts and 
« nation of the Cherethites;“ declaring 
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the word of the Lord was againſt them (for 
they feared not the Lord) and againſt the 
land of the Philiſtines; and ſaid, the Lord 


remembered the reproach of Moab, and 
the revilings of the children of Ammon, 

whereby they had reproached his 2 2 le, 

and magnified themſelves againſt their 
brother; and told them the Lord would 
be terrible to them, for he would famiſh 
all the gods of the earth, and that men 
ſhould worſhip him every one from his 


place, even all the iſles of the heathen, 


and that the Ethiopians ſhould be flaim 
by the ſword ; and that he would deſtroy 
Aſſyria, and make Nineveh a deſolation, 
who dwelt careleſsly, (that is out of the 
Fear of God) and faid in her heart I n 
and there is none beſide me.“? 


This prophet alſo cried, Wo to che 


filthy polluted and oppreſſing city, who' 
obeyed not the voice of the Lord, ſhe 
received not correction, and truſted not 


in the Lord, and drew not near to her 


God, nar regarded his Fear; whoſe prin- 

ces were roaring lions, and her judges 
evening wolves, and her prophets light 
and treacherous perſons, and her prieſts: 
polluted the ſanctuary, and did violence 
to the law. And although the juſt Lord 
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will do no iniquity, yet every morning he 
e brings his — oy light, and faileth 
«not, yet the unjuſt knoweth no ſhame” 
for though their iniquity is not hid, and 
their unrighteouſneſs is diſcovered by the 
ug, and they are convicted by the Spirit 
of God in their hearts*, yet they not 
fearing nor regarding the Lord, nor his 
light and ſpirit, they go on ſhameleſsly in 
their evil ways, till the Lord cuts them off, 
for ſurely Thou wilt fear me, ſaid the Lord 
e to Jeruſalem, thou wilt receive inſtruction, 
e ſo their dwelling might not be cut off).“ 
However, when they did not, the Lord puniſh- 
ed them, but they roſe early, and corrupted 
all their doings; therefore the determina- 
tion was to pour upon them his indigna- 
4 tion, even all his fierce anger, and devour 
ce them with the fire of his jealouſy .“ 
By which it is manifeſt how the wicked and 
unrighteous people, whether princes, pro- 
phets, or prieſts, or what other name they 
ar, who rebel againſt the light and ſpirit of 
the Lord, and live not in his Fear, juſtly in- 
cur the wrath of God upon them, and are the 
cauſe of their own deſtruction; from which 
neither name, riches, dignity, or high titles 
can defend them. But if thoſe who have 
been wicked, turn therefrom, and fear God, 


| ® Zeph. iii. 1, 3, 5. P Ver. 7. 1 Ver. 8. 
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and wait upon him, the Lord will bleſs tem- 


and will give a pure language to them, and 
they ſhall come every man to ſpeak the truth 
to his neighbour, and call upon the name of 
the Lord, and ſerve him with one conſent, 
and not be aſhamed for all their doings, for 
the Lord will take away them who rejoice in 
their pride, and they ſhall no more be 
haughty, © becauſe of my holy mountain, 
-$ and the afflicted and poor people ſhall 
1 « truſt in the name of the Lord, and the 
* remnant of Iſrael,” the true ſeed, 5 ſhall 
not do iniquity, nor ſpeak lies, neither ſhall 
* a deceitful tongue be found in their 
„ mouth”;” for, as they fear God, they ſhall 
feed and lie down, and none ſhall make them 
afraid: but the ſeed of evil doers, who fear 
not God, and the hypocrites ſhall never be 
renowned, but fearfulnel ſhall ſurprize them, 
for they are workers of iniquity, and ſpeak 
lies, and uſe a deceitful tongue in their mouths,, 
and feed upon that which is forbidden, and 
gorrupts and defiles them, But the children 
of - Jeruſalem that is ſrom above, and is the 
mother of the true-born children, who love 
and live in the Fear of God, * they ſhall 
*« ſing and ſhout, be glad and rejoice with all 
their heart, they ſhall ſee no evil any more, 
2 * Lord = inthe ee and 
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it ſhall' be ſaid to them feat not, and to 
Zion, let not thy hand be ſlack, for the 
% Lord their God is in the midſt of them, 
„ who is mighty, and will fave them, and 
c rejoice over them with joy; he will 
'«. reft in his love, and joy over them with 
c ſinging; and he will gather them that are 
«© forrowful, and will undoe all that afflict 
* them, and fave them that halt, and gather 
them that are driven out, and will get 
them praiſe and fame in every land, where 
* they have been put to a ſname;“ and will 
make them who love and fear him, a name 
and a 2 among all people of the 
« earth,” And what this holy prophet Zepha- 
niah propheſied many hundred years ago; 
the Lord, with whom a thouſand years are 
as one day, hath began to fulfil in this day, 
and hath and will yet more and more make 
them who love, fear, and ſerve him in ſince- 
rity and truth, living and experimental wit- 
neſſes thereof, unto their unſpeakable com- 
fort and everlaſting joy, for which they do 
and will return holy and living praiſe, hum- 
dle and hearty thankſgiving unto him, who 
is glorious in _ holineſs, and fearful in praiſe, 
and wonderful in working, who was, and is, 
and is to come; being from everlaſting to 
everlaſting, bleſſed, and glorified, and exalt- 
ed over all, for ever and ever. I; 
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HAG G Al the prophet, unto whom the 


word of the Lord came in the 6th month, and 


in the 1ſt day of the month, in the 2d year of 
Darius the king, he propheſied unto Zerub- 
babel the ſon o Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 


and to Joſhua the ſon of Joſedech, the high- 


prieſt, about the time the houſe of the Lord 


was to be built in Jeruſalem, ſaying, © Con- 


* ſider your ways, faith the Lord of hoſts, go 


© upto the mountain, and bring wood, build 


the houſe, and Iwill take pleaſure in it, and 
« will be glorified.” And Zerubbabe] the 
ſon of Shealtiel, and Joſhua, with all the 


remnant of the people; obeyed the voice of the 


Lord their God, and the words of the prophet 
Haggai, and did fear before the Ted. then 
ſpake Haggai, the Lord's meſſenger, in the 
of meſſage, unto the people, ſaying, 
% am with you, faith the Lord.” By which 
it is evident the Lord is and will be with 
them who fear and obey him; and they did 


in that day work in the houſe of the Lord of 


Hoſts, their God; and he bid them “ be 
c ſtrong, and work, for I am with you, ſaith 


the Lord of Hoſts, my ſpirit remaineth 


« with you, fear not. 
And the prophet told them in the name of 


the Lord, that the deſire of all nations ſhall 


come. So they were encouraged in the pro- 


miſe of Cen the Meſſiah, and that the 
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e it ſhall' be ſaid to them feat not, and to 
Zion, let not thy hand be ſlack, for the 
Lord their God is in the midſt of them, 
% who is mighty, and will fave them, and 
c rejoice over them with joy; he will 
'« reft in his love, and joy over them with 
'* ſinging; and he will gather them that are 
«© forrowful, and will undoe all that afflict 
c them, and fave them that halt, and gather 
them that are driven out, and will get 
«< them praiſe and fame in every land, where 
* they have been put to a ſhame,” and will 
make them who love and fear him, a name 
« and a Tn among all people of the 
« earth,” And what this holy prophet Zepha- 
niah propheſied many hundred years ago; 
the Lord, with-whom a thouſand years are 
as one day, hath began to fulfil in this day, 
and hath and will yet more and more make 
them who love, fear, and ſerve him in fince- 
rity and truth, living and experimental wit- 
neſſes thereof, unto their unſpeakable com- 
Fort and everlaſting joy, for which they do 
and will return holy and living praiſe, hum- 
dle and hearty thankſgiving unto him, who 
is glorious in holineſs, and fearful in praiſe, 
and wonderful in working, who was, and is, 
and is to come; being from everlaſting to 
everlaſting, bleſſed, and glorified, and exalt- 
ed over all, for ever and ever. 
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H A G GAI the propher, unto whom v2 | 


| word of the Lord came in the 6th month, and 
in the 1ſt day of the month, in the 2d year of 


Darius the king, he propheſied unto Zerub- 


babel the ſon o Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 
and to Joſhua the ſon of Joſedech, the high- 
prieſt, about the time the houſe of the Lord 
was to be built in Jeruſalem, ſaying, Con- 
* ſider your ways, faith the Lord of hoſts, go 
© upto the mountain, and bring wood, build 
the houſe, and I will take pleaſure in it, and 
will be glorified.” And Zerubbabei the 
ſon of Shealtiel, and Joſhua, with all the 
remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the 
Lord their God, and the words of the prophet 
Haggai, and did fear before the Lord z then 
ſpake Haggai, the Lord's meſſenger, in the 
1 755 meflage, unto the people, ſaying, J 
e am with you, ſaith the Lord.” By which 
it is evident the Lord is and will be with 
them who fear and obey him; and they did 
in that day work in the houſe of the Lord of 
Hoſts, their God; and he bid them © be 
« ſtrong, and work, for I am with you, ſaith 
« the Lord of Hoſts, my ſpirit remaineth 
« with you, fear not.” 
And the prophet told them in the name of 
the Lord, that the deſire of all nations ſhall 
come. So they were encouraged in the pro- 
* of Cui the Meſſiah, and that the 
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glory of the latter houſe ſhould be greater 
than that of the former, and the Lord pro- 
miſed he would give peace. So that by the 
prophecy of this prophet, the people were en- 
. couraged to build the houſe of the Lord; and 
by hearkening to him, they came to fear and 
obey the Lord, and were bleſſed of him, as 
all who do are, and will be for ever, if they 
hve in obedience unto the Lord, and abide 
in his Fear. Fherefore let all be moſt hear- 
tily and ſincerely concerned ſo to do, whilſt 
they live in this world, that they may be 
happy for ever in that which is to come. _ 


- ZECHARIAH, the ſon of Barachiah, the 
fon of Iddo the prophet, is another prophet, 
unto whom, in the 8th month, in the 2d year 
of Darius, the word of the Lord came, ſaying, 
« The Lord hath been ſore diſpleaſed with. 
« the fathers of the children of Iſrael, be- 
« cauſe they were departed from the Fear of 
*« God; therefore ſaid he unto them, thus 
« faith the Lord of Hoſts; Turn ye unto me, 
.« ſaith. the Lord of Hoſts, and I will turn 
«* unto you; be ye not as your fathers, unto 
« whom the former prophets: cried, ſaying,” 
thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, * Turn you 
c from your evil ways, and from your evil 


« doings*;” but they would not hearken unto 


Zech. i. 3. 


the 
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the Lord, being deparfed from his holy Fear, 
and he dealt with them according to their 
ways; for there were many of them ſevent 
years in captivity, and the Lord had indig- 
nation againſt the cities of Jeruſalem and 
Judah; And he was alſo “ very fore diſ- 


& pleaſed with the heathen that were at eaſe, 


“ and helped forward the affliction of If- 
*'rael*.” But upon the Jews return to him, 

and to his Fear, E 

mercies, and ſaid by this prophet, his houſe 


ſhould be built in it, and that his cities 


through proſperity ſhould yet be ſpread 
abroad, and the Lord © would yet comfort 
* Zion, and chooſe Jeruſalem, and that it 
« ſhould be inhabited, as towns without 
ce walls for the multitude of men and 
ce cattle therein, and that the Lord would be 
cc to her as a wall of fire round about, and 
ce would be the glory in the midſt of her, and 
© that would dwell in the midſt of her, and 
© inherit Judah®.” Here is encouragement to 
all to fear God. And he propheſied alſo of 
Chriſt, under the name © of God's ſervant. 
© the branch“; and ſhewed by a flying roll, 
that a curſe went forth over the face of the 
whole earth, by which, every one that ſteal- 
eth, and ſweareth, ſhould be cut off. And 


* 
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he ſhewed by the ſimilitude of an Ephah and 
a woman ſitting in the midſt, how wickedneſs 
had gone forth into all the earth, and that it 
ſhould be removed, and by other ſimili- 
tudes : he ſhewed by ſeveral viſions how the 
Lord would be with the Jews, upon their re- 
turn to him, and to his Fear, and he encou- 
raged them in building of the temple, if 
they would diligently obey the voice of the 
Lord. And when thoſe who were till in 
captivity, in the 4th year of king Darius, 
ſent unto the houſe of God in Jeruſalem, 
Sherezer, and Regem-melech, and their men 
to pray before the Lord; the word of the 


he reproved their faſts in the 5th and 7th 
month, which they had appointed in the cap- 
tivity, ſaying in the word of the Lord, . Exe- 
© cute true judgment, and ſhewmercy and com- 
e paſſion every man to his brother, and oppreſs 
* not the widow, nor the fatherleſs, the ſtran- 
c ger, nor the poor; and let none of you ima- 
e gine evil againſt his brother in your 
heart.“ 53 

By which, two things are very obſervable : 
xt, That thoſe faſts that are not of God's 
appointing, though under pretence of ſer- 
vice or regard to him, are rejected by him 
though they cry or pray, the Lord will not 
hear them. EY "IR 1 

2dly, 


Lord came to Zechariah, this prophet, and 
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2dly, Thoſe that appoint ſuch faſts now 
without his command, and out of his Fear, 
and neglect to execute judgment, or to ſhew 
mercy and compaſſion to their brethren, and 
oppreſs the widow and the fatherleſs, the 
ſtranger and the poor, and do not only 
imagine evil in their hearts againſt their bre- 
thren; but abuſe and perſecute, or are 
angry with thoſe who teſtify againſt them, 
and for conſcience fake towards Almighty 
God, and with due regard to him, and to his 
Fear, cannot own and comply with their 
1 faſts, and pretended mournin 
they will now ſmite with the fiſts of Mi. - i 
neſs, and revile and reproach them, as many 
have in this day and age, the more is the 
pity, and greater the blame, and ſhame, con- 
ſidering they eſteem themſelves Chriſtians, 
and yet are found in the practices of the 
degenerate and apoſtatized Jews of old; 
therefore as the prophet then ſaid, it is come 
(and will come) to paſs (upon ſuch) that as 
„the Lord cried, and they would not hear, 
ce ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, they ſhall cry, and 
“ will not hear.” 

Oh! Let this be ſeriouſly conſidered, both 
by thoſe who appoint ſuch faſts, and them 
who cannot comply with them, but are con- 
cerned to teſtify againſt them. That the 
firſt may avoid this evil, and that the other 
may. not decline or be diſcouraged in . 

teitl- 


C to} 

teſtimony for God againſt ſuch faſting and 
mourning, bur live in the Fear of God, and 
that they may be preſerved out of the evil 
of joining with or countenancing ſuch evil 
doers. „ e | 

But to return to what this prophet farther 
faith, for Zion the church of God, and Je- 
ruſalem in the midſt of which God dwelleth, 
is a City of truth, the mountain of the Lord 
of Hoſts, the Holy Mountain; and theſe 
are the things that they ſhall do that fear 
God, and the inhabitants of the city he 
dwells in, they ſhall ſpeak © every man the 
t truth to his neighbour, and execute the 
« judgment of truth and peace, and none 
& of them will imagine evil in his heart 
„ againſt his neighbour, nor love any falſe 
« oaths*;” for all theſe are things that God 
hates, and thoſe who live in his Fear, avoid. 
And therefore it is earneſtly deſired, and is 
the whole drift of this treatiſe, to excite all 
by the example of the ancients, the benefits 
they received, and the bleſſings that are pro- 
miſed, to mind, love, and live in the holy 
Fear of God, and not to depart from it all 
their days; for then the Lord will be their 
« God, and will hear them.” | 
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MALAC Hl is another, and the laſt of the 
holy prophets, who propheſied to Iſrael in the 
word of the Lord, he loved them; as he cer- 
tainly did, whilſt they lived in his Fear, and 

kept his commandments; and he hated Eſau, 
when he was wicked, and laid his' mountain 
waſte, and ſaid, *© They ſhall be called the 
border of wickedneſs, and the people 
„ againſt whom the Lord hath indignation 
- © for ever: but of Iſrael he ſaid, the Lord 
« would be magnified from the border of 
& Iſrael “.“ But to the prieſts, who deſpiſed 
his name, he ſaid. A ſon honoureth his 
« father, and a ſervant his maſter: if then 1 
be a father, where is my honour? if I be 
«< a maſter, where is my fear? faith the Lord 
« of Hoſts, unto you, O prieſts, that de- 
« ſpiſe my name.“ And he further faith, in 
the word of the Lord: If ye will not hear, 
and if ye will not lay it to heart, and give 
glory to my name, faith the Lord of Hoſts, 
« I will ſend a curſe upon you, and I will 
« curſe your bleſſings. And I will ſpread 
“ dung upon your faces, even the dung of 
6“ your ſolemn feaſts.*;” although the Lord's 
covenant of life and peace was with Levi, 
ce and he gave them to him, for the Fear 
« wherewith he feared him, and was afraid 
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e before his name, and the law of truth was 
jn his mouth, and iniquity was not found 
de in his lips, but he walked with God, in 
peace and equity, and did turn many from 
< miquity *;”—Yet when they *< departed 
out of the way, and cauſed many to 
* ſtumble, and corrupted that covenant of 
Levi, then the Lord made them con- 
* temptible, when they kept not his ways, 
4 but were partial in the law, and Judah 
* dealt treacherouſly, and abomination was 
committed in Iſrael then though they 
* covered the altar of the Lord with trees, 
with weeping, and with crying, yet the 
* Lord regarded not their offerings, though 
they wearied him with their words,” and 
mid, *'Every one that doth evil, is good in 
the ſight of the Lord f.” | | | 
He then proclaimed that he would ſend his 
meſſengers, ſee Mal. iii. & And when the 
£5. meſſenger had accompliſhed the work he 
. was ſent for, and purified the ſons of Levi, 
then the offerings of Judah and Jeruſalem 
«6. ſhould be pleaſant unto the Lord, as in the 
* days of old, before they departed from 
his Fear.“ Then ſaid the Lord, Iwill 
„% eme near to you, and be a ſwift witneſs 
© ggainſt the ſorcerers, and againſt the adul- 
4 terers,. and againſt the falſe ſwearers, and 


| 
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« againſt thoſe that oppreſs the hireling in 
« his wages, the widow and the fatherleſs, 
ce and that turn away the ſtranger from his 
« right, and fear not me, ſaith the Lord of 
« Hoſts.” And though they have ſaid, it 
c is invain to ſerve God, and call the proud 
* happy, and they that wrought wickedneſs 
„ were ſet up, and they that tempted God 
« were delivered.” Yet this prophet ſaid, 
They that ſeared the Lord, ſpoke often 
„ one to another, and the Lord hearkened, 
« and heard, and a book of remembrance 
„% was written before him, for them that 
“ feared the Lord, and that thought upon his 
* name, and he ſaid, they ſhall be mine in 
* that day when I make up my jewels, and 
will ſpare them as a man that ſpareth his 
« ſon that ſerveth him. — Then ſhall ye re- 
ce turn, and diſcern between the righteous and 
ce the wicked, between him that ſerveth God 
« and him that ſerveth him not; and all the 
« proud, and all that do wickedly, ſhall be 
* burnt up, faith the Lord of Hoſts, But 
to them that tear his name, ſhall the Sun of 
* Righteouſneſs ariſe, with healing in his 
<«« wings, and ye ſhall go forth, and grow 
up as calves in the ſtall !.“ 

Oh! how excellent is the Fear of God, 
and how happy are they that return thereto, 
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and live therein, of what rank or degree 
ever they are, and what place or ſtation 
ſoever they are in, it is the only thing that 

qualifies e to diſcharge their place, and 
velform their duty, with honour, 5 wiſdom, 
peace and comfort, whether they are govern- 
ors or governed, for it is therein the rulers 
are to rule, and the ruled ought to live, and 
are taught to ſubject themſelves; it is there- 
by that parents, and maſters and miſtreſſes 
of families, are endued with wiſdom to go- 
vern their affairs and families with diſcretion, 
and to diſcharge their places towards their 
ſervants, in ſincerity and truth; and to 

nurture and train up their children in the 
fear and admonition of the Lord, and in the 
way in which they ſnould walk. 

And as the Fear of the Lord is minded, 
and always lived in by ſervants and children, 
they will be true, faithful, obedient, and 
bleſſed of God, and be preſerved from eye- 
ſervice, purloining, unfaithfulneſs, ſtubborn- 
neſs, high-mindedneſs, and diſobedience. 

And thoſe who fear not God, as they come 
to mind, receive, believe in, and obey the 
ſpirit of God, and learn of his grace, that 
is come by che Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Meſ- 
ſenger of the covenant, who appears in their 
heart, to convince them of their ſins, and 
to reprove them of their evil deeds, and to 
teach them to wy them. Oh ! that all _ 
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be thus taught (before the coming of the 
dreadful day of the Lord) then they (though 
ſuch) fathers whoſe hearts have been againſt 
their children, or ſuch children whoſe hearts 
have been againſt their fathers, ſhall know 
the Lord, to turn the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, and the hearts of the children 
to their fathers, and eſcape the curſe the 
Lord will ſmite the earth with, and ever- 
laſting fire in the world to come. 
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AVING gone through the Old-Tefta- 
ment, I ſhall now proceed unto the 
New; and ſhew from thence, how our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, the dear Son of the Father's 
love, that great Prophet, whom we ought to 
hear in all things, the Miniſter of all true 
miniſters; who taught not like unto the 

Scribes and Phariſees, or thoſe whoſe fear 
towards God was taught by the precepts of 
men, but as one having authority, as he is 
indeed of great authority, becauſe all power 
in heaven and in earth was given unto him, 
whoſe name is above every name, and whoſe 
words were ſpirit, and life; and at whoſe 
doctrine the * were aſtoniſhed. 


The 


„ 

The voice from heaven ſaid, © This is my 
© beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaf- 
« ed*©,” Of whom it was alſo ſaid, « When 
« bring my Firſt-begotten into the world, 

„ let all the angels worſhip him, whoſe 
* throne is for ever and ever, and a ſceptre 
* of righteouſneſs, is the ſceptre of his 
« kingdom Who was anointed with the 
oil of gladneſs above his fellows; and in the 
beginning laid the foundation of the earth*, 
and the heavens were the work of his hands. 
Who yet condeſcended, in love to man, to 
make himſelf of no reputation, and took 
upon himſelf the form of a ſervant, and was 
made in likeneſs of man. 

When he (this Holy One) called unto him 
his twelve diſciples, as he had all power, he 
gave power unto them againſt unclean ſpirits, 
to caſt them out, and to heal all manner of 
ſickneſſes, and all manner of diſeaſes, and 
ſent them forth to preach freely ; ſaying 
unto them, Freely ye have received, freely 
give: and told them, that he ſent them 
forth as ſheep in the midſt of wolves ; and 
that they ſhould be delivered up to the coun- 
cils, and ſcourged in the ſynagogues, and be 
brought before kings and governors for his 
ſake, and be hated of all men, and perſe- 
-cuted. | | = 
© Mat. iii. 17. f Heb. i. 10, 


To 


it 
4 
155 
1 
1 
14 
vi} 
16 


Gland tale cw 


1. 

Too theſe he gave this wonderful counſel, 
and great command, Fear not them who 
« kill the body, but are not able to kill the 
«. ſoul ; but rather fear him who is able to 
« deſtroy both foul and body in hell*.” 
Thus Chriſt warned his followers to fear 
God, and told them how God's providence 
and care would then be over them; and 
cautioned them to beware of covetouſneſs, 
telling them a man's life confiſts not in the 
abundance of the things he poſſeſſeth. Shew- 
ing alſo, if any man layeth up treaſure- for 
himſelf, and lives not in the fear of God, he 
is fooliſh, in that he neglects thoſe things 
which are of the greateſt moment, and re- 
lates to the good of his foul. And if God 
ſhould ſay unto ſuch as ate rich, and fear 
not him, Thou fool, this night ſhall thy 
« ſoul be required of thee,” 6. would all 
their riches avail ? or what profit will it be 


to them, if they loſe their ſouls, and go with 


the rich man into the torments of hell ? 
which 1s, and will be the portion of thoſe 
who live and die out of the Fear of God. 
Oh! therefore, that all might ſeriouſl 
conſider this, and diſpoſe themſelves, whil 


hey have time, to ſeek after and purſue 
thoſe things which tend to their preſent peace 


and future happineſs. And be careful to 
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avoid and depart from that which provokes 
him, ** who is able to deſtroy both ſoul and 
« body in helt* ;” and hath commanded all 
to fear him: and they who truly do ſo, an- 
fwer the firſt. commandment to hear, fear, 
and love God with all their hearts, ſouls, 
and ſtrength ; and ſuch love their neighbour 
as themſelves, and are of his little flock, to 
whom it is the Father's good pleaſure to give 
the kingdom. This was and is to be the 
reward of thoſe who truly love, fear, and 
truſt in God, and are more or moſt princi- 
pally concerned to think on him, and to 
diſcharge their duty by living in his fear, 
and keeping his commands, than to take 
thought for their body, what they ſhall eat, 
or what they ſhall put on, knowing, and 
fully believing, that he who feedeth the 
ravens, cloatheth the graſs, and arrays the 
lilies, (as they live in faith and fear) will 
without doubt, much more provide for and 
bleſs them (the more noble part of his cre- 
ation) with thoſe things that he ſees moſt 
needful and convenient for them, and teach 
them to continue godly, and to be content 
with what he is pleaſed to afford them 
whilſt they are here upon the earth ; and 
they will alſo conſider, as it is but a little 
while they have to be here, to poſſeſs what- 
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ever the Lord may make them ſtewards of; 
it is their principal concern © to lay up for 
te themſelves treaſure in heaven, as Chriſt 
hath counſelled, knowing they are in his 


eſteem fools, who ſeeks earthly treaſure, and 


neglect the heavenly, and obey not his com- 
mand, to fear God, which is wiſdom. | 

And when the Chriſtian religion, of which 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt was the Founder, 
ſpread in the world, by the bleſſing of God, 
the preaching of the apoſtles and miniſters of 
Chriſt, men who feared the Lord, churches 
were gathered by them throughout all Judea, 
and Gallilee, and Samaria, and they were edi- 
fied, „and walking in the Fear of the Lord, 
and in the comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, were 


e multiphed*.” And thoſe in that day, as in 


this, who are devout men, and fear God, 
and pray to him always, God hears and hath 


regard to them now, as then, who are juſt, 


and of good report, as Cornelius was, tho 


they have not a clear underſtanding of the 
Chriſtian religion, yet are willing to hear and 


receive what ſhall be delivered unto them 


by the meſſengers of Chriſt, who are often 


opened to declare as Peter did, of a truth 
that God is no reſpecter of perſons, but 
in every nation he that feareth God, and 


i Mat. vi. 20. * Ads ix. 31. 


cc worketh 
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& worketh righteouſneſs, - is accepted with 
c him.“ And ſuch, when they come to 
hear Jeſus of Nazareth preach, whom God 
anointed with the Holy Ghoſt, and with 
power, whom the Jews flew, and hanged on 
a tree, but God raiſed him up the third day, 
and ordained him the judge of the quick 
and dead; through whoſe name, whoſoever 

believes in him, ſhall receive remiſſion of 
ſins; ſuch will become virgin fouls, that 
experience his name to be as precious oint- 
ment poured forth, and therefore will they 
love him : and as they abide therein, and in 
that fear he taught, they will enjoy his bleſ- 
ſing, which exceeds all other bleſſings, and 
be preſerved ſafe, out of the ſnares that the 
grand enemy of their ſouls lays to enſnare 
them with, and will find acceptance with 
God, through Chriſt, and ſalvation: to their 
ſouls, by him; and as they abide in his 
love, and fear, they will know his doctrine, 
and keep his commandments, and be his 
diſciples indeed, and love one another, and 
be kindly aflectioned one to another; and in 
that fear he taught, they will ſubmit them- 
ſelves one to another, and not tranſgreſs his 
doctrine, but abide therein, and follow his 
enſample, who in the days of his fleſh was 
heard, in that he feared; and though he was 


Acts x. 34. 


the 


8 „„ 
the Son of God, the only Begotten of the 
Father, yet learned he obedience, and was 
an excellent enſample, worthy to be followed 
and obeyed by all, for he being made per- 
fect, through ſuffering, became (and is) the 


Author of eternal ſalvation unto all them 
who obey him. — And all ſuch who paſs the 


time of their ſojourning here in that fear he 
taught, they will honour all men, love the 

brotherhood, fear God, honour the king; 
be peaceable, live a godly life in all honeſty, 
injure no man, and pray for all men, know- 
ing God would have «all men to be faved, 
and come to the knowledge of the truth; 


and in order thereunto, the only Saviour 
taught the Fear of God, which I have treated 


of, and he commanded; this fear, and the 
keeping of God's commandments, is the 
whole duty of man; yea, of every man and 
woman; and as all live in this fear, they 
will diſcharge their ſeveral duties to each 
other in their reſpective relations. | 
Huſbands, who live in this fear, will love 
their wives, even as Chriſt loved the church, 
and will not be bitter againſt them, but 
dwell with them, according to knowledge, 
giving honour-unto them, as to the. weaker 
veſſel, and as being heirs together of the 
_ of life, that their prayeri be not hin- 
dered. ed hes | 


= Eph. v. 25. Col. itt. 19. ; 
Wives 
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Wives alſo living therein, will love their 


huſbands, and live in ſubjection to them, 
and ſubmit themſelves to their own. huſ- 
bands as unto the Lord“; and have their 
converſations chaſte, being coupled with the 
Fear of God. ; "6; Sod ei 
Children alſo that fear the Lord, will 
_ obey their parents in him, for this is right; 
and they will honour their father and mother, 
which is the firſt commandment. with pro- 
miſe*. Tea, they will obey their parents in 
all things, for that is well- pleaſing to the 
Lomn.:: 


”- 


And fathers that live-in the Fear of God, | 


will not provoke their children to anger, 
leſt they be diſcouraged, but will bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the 
1 . 

Servants that fear God, and live therein, 
will be © obedient to their maſters, and with 
4 trembling, in ſingleneſs of their hearts, as 
4 unto Chriſt ; not with eye- ſervice, as men- 
e pleaſers, but as the ſervants. of Chriſt, 
doing the will of God, as from the heart, 
« with good will, doing ſervice to the Lord, 
« and not to men; knowing | whatſoever 
good thing they do, the ſame ſhall they 
4 receive from the Lord,“ whoſe fear is 


* Eph. V. 22. 0 Eph. vi. I, 2. P Eph. vi. 4. 
2 Eph, vi. 5, 6, 7, 8. | 


; excellent, 


Fl 
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excellent, and worthy of great commenda- 
tion, and of my' earneſt recommendation in 
this treatife ; which is writ" to excite all to 
Tove.and live therein; even that fear which 
the angel who flew in the midſt of heaven, 
who had the everlaſting goſpel to preach ta 
every nation, and people, he: preached: this 


Fear of God; faying with a loud voice, 


a Fear God, and give glory to his name, 


fur the hour of his judgments is come 


Ol? that all * — might come 
to live and die in this fear, that they 
may be bleſſed from henceforth; for they 
who live in the Lord, and his fear, ſhall 
die in him, and his favour, and they 
Mall: (as the ſpirit faith) © reſt from their 
% fabours; and their works wwl follow 
40 them: and they ſhall ſtand upon the ſea 
aſs, and have the harps of God, and 
"Ling, f ſayi 18 Great and marvellous 
Lord God Almighty 5 


« {ſh 
* axe thy wor 


juſt and true are thy ways, thou King 


« of faints; who: ſhall not +5 thee, O 
* Lord, and glorify thy name, for thou 
* art holy, for all nations ſhall' come 
* worſhip before thee. And a voice 
came out of the throne, ſaying, Praiſe: our 
„ God all ye his ſaints, and ye that fear 
* him, both | ſmall and great..“ 


* Rev. xiv. 7. | | = Rev. XIX, 5. 


The 
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The Concivus ion, 


S the foregoing treatiſe is concerning 
| the Fear of God; I may ay G 
words of the wiſe preacher, let us hear the 
eoncluſion of the whole matter) Fear God, 
„ and keep his commandments, for this is 
ec the whole duty of man: for God wilt 
« bring every work into judgment, with 
every ſecret thing, whether it be good, or 
« whether it be evil.“ 
And as this Is a great truth, th, anc} gere. 

rally owned by the various pr 

Chriſtian religion, and by by that — | 
ledge that the holy ſcriptures are given by 
infpiration of God, fo it ought to be che 
cipal concern of every one, to be found 
in the practice and rmance thereof, viz. 
* to fear God, and to keep his command- 
ec ments;” and the commands of the Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, who is God over all, bleſſed 
for ever; whoſe commands and doctrines are 
not to be broken, nor tranſgreſſed, but to 
be kept, and abode in; for, as Chriſt faid, 
+ Whoſoever therefore ſhall break one of 
4 the keaft commandments, and ſhall teach 
© men ſo to do, phe e a, 


„ant xii. 13, 14. 
R 2 „ in 
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% ſhall do, and teach them, the ſame ſhall 
be called great in the kingdom of hea- 


e ven.“ And the commands (in that 


New-Teſtament) which Chriſt gave forth, 
are to be obſerved, and kept, and his doc- 
trine abode in, and this is love,“ (or a 


ic that we walk after his commandments“;“ 
and as whoſoever tranſgreſſeth, and abideth 
not in the doctrine of Chriſt, hath not God, 
ſo every one that keeps his commandments, 
Mall abide in his love; and whoſoever abides 


commandments, and faithfully diſcharge 
their whole duty; ſo that when every one's 
Work, with every ſecret thing which they 
have done (in the Fear of God) are brought 
to judgment, they will not be condemned, 


wiſe as to fear God, and to keep his com- 
mandments here on, earth, they ſhall inherit 
glory in heaven: but thoſe who are ſo fool- 
Uh as to neglect the performance of their 
duty here, which is to © fear God, and to 
keep his commandments,” ſhame and con- 
demnation will be their portion, when God 
mall bring every one of thoſe evil works 


» Mat. v. 19. 2 John 6. 
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which 


4 in the kingdom of heaven: but whoſoever 
chapter, as alſo in the other parts of the 


plain demonſtration of love and fear to God) 


in his love, will fear God, and keep his 


but juſtified; for they having been fo truly 


„ — 
Om, r 
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which they have wrought here, with every 
ſecret thing that they have done out of his 
fear, unto judgment; as he moſt certainly 
will; then ſuch, to their unſpeakable ſorrow, 
will find it, and that they are left without 
excuſe; eſpecially all ſuch, who have and 
do confefs it is their duty, whilſt here, to 
fear God, and to keep his commandments, 
which is but reaſonable, ſeeing he who re- 
quires us to perform this duty, hath in love 
and mercy unto man, cauſed that grace, 
which the holy apoſtle was told by the Lord 
was ſufficient for him, even that grace and 
truth which is come by Jeſus Chrift, and 
that which brings ſalvation, hath God cauſed 
to appear to and in every man, to teach and 
enable every one that learns thereof, to deny 
all ungodlineſs, to live righteouſly, and to 
rform their whole duty, viz. - © to fear 
« God, and to keep his commandments :”* 
which that I, and all may, let us, above all 
things, love and learn of him, and his 
grace, who gave this tender counſel, in 
7 love, © Learn of me,” that we may 
now reſt and peace unto our ſouls here, 
and for ever and ever. So with earneſt de- 
fire that all may, I recommend you to God, 
and to the word of his grace, who is able 
to keep you from falling ſhort of your duty, 
and to preſent you faultleſs, before ae. 
ence 


— -- [ 8. 
fence of his glory with exceeding joy, as | 
you n your hole duty to him. _ 


So to the only wiſe God our Saviour, be | 


glory, and majeſty, dominion, and pavers | 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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